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What’s up
Tuesday

WELLNESS NETWORK: Wellness workshop and dinner at 
the Fanners Market Barbecue.

MSC MADRIGAL DINNERS: accepting applications for 
sub-chairmen through Friday. Applications are available 
from the secretary in room 216 MSC,

Thursday
CHI ALPHA: weekly meeting at 7 p.m. in room 402 Rudder. 

The teaching will be “Slothfulness; How to Cure It.”
SAILING CLUB: will meet at 7 p.m. in room 321 Physics to 

discuss this weekend’s outing at Lake Somerville and to 
view a yacht-racing video.

Today’s
Almanac

United Press International

On this date in history:
In 1900, Dr. Walter Reed and his 

medical team began what would be a 
successful campaign to wipe out yel
low fever in the Panama Canal Zone.

In 1917, first troops of the Ameri
can Expeditionary Force reached 
France for action in World War I.

In 1959, Queen Elizabeth the 2nd 
formally opened the St. Lawrence 
Seaway in Canada.

300 million barrels found

Oil struck in Alaskan sea
United Press International

ANCHORAGE, Alaska — Oil has 
seen discovered in the Beaufort Sea 
north of Prudhoe Bay, the first find 
in an area rated as having the high
est exploration value in North 
America, officials said Monday.

The exploration arm of Shell Oil 
Co. announced the find of a recov
erable pool of 300 million barrels of 
oil in an area 12 miles north of Prud
hoe Bay near Seal Island.

While the recoverable pool is 
dwarfed by the size of Prudhoe Bay, 
which held 9.6 billion barrels when 
discovered in 1968, the state of 
Alaska stands to benefit from the 
discovery through a lucrative lease 
arrangement.

“The discovery appears large 
enough to warrant commercial de
velopment,” said Shell spokesman 
Billy Vehnekamp, who added the oil 
was a high-grade “light” crude com
parable to premium grades pro

ne duced in Saudi Arabia.
“It’s the highest quality discovered 

up there to date,” he said.
In January, Shell Western Explo

ration and Production Inc. an
nounced a tentative strike at Seal Is
land and it has now confirmed the 
commercial nature of the find with a 
second well, Vehnekamp said.

A third well will be drilled to fur
ther delineate the field, he added. 
The state of Alaska stands to reap 
91.2 percent of the net profits from 
the first well as it hit on a state lease 
in addition to 20 percent of the 
gross, said Kay Brown, director of 
the Division of Oil and Gas.

The second well was hit on a tract 
claimed by the federal government, 
but ownership of the tract is dis
puted and a lawsuit stemming from 
the fight is before the U.S. Supreme 
Court, she said.

By comparison, the state receives 
a 12.5 percent royalty on the gross of 
Prudhoe Bay.

“It’s good news for sure, but it is

Bids solicited 
for offshore rigs

United Press International

HOUSTON — Although utili- 
tization rates for offshore mobile 
exploratory rigs declined the past 
week, oil companies are soliticit- 
ing bids for drilling rigs at a “brisk 
pace,” Offshore Data Services re
ported Monday.

The statistical firm said, ” more 
rig operators are betting on the 
possibility of increased charter 
rates for rigs as evidenced by an 
increase in the number of term 
contracts being signed

“Term charges (one year or 
more) lock in a rate for the dura
tion of the contract and would 
benefit the oil company if market 
rates should rise during the 
term.”

In the Gulf of Mexico in partic
ular a subsatantial increase in the 
number of exploration plans oil 
companies have filed with the In
terior Department’s Minerals 
Management Service “points to 
more drilling activity,” Offshore 
Data Services said.

The number of Plans of Explo
ration filed through May of this 
year have increased 137 percent 
over the comparable 1983 period, 
ODS reported.

Total rigs in the Gulf of Mexico 
remained at 245, compared to 
245 the week before, 241 the 
month before and 209 at on June 
27, 1983.

not (the size of) Prudhoe Bay and it 
will take a lot more fields of this size 
to make up (for the expected decline 
of Prudhoe Bay in the late 1980s),” 
Ms. Brown said.

“It’s a step in the right direction 
and the timing is good — that is to 
say it should come on when Prudhoe 
Bay starts to decline,” Ms. Brown 
added.

Shell said it would be at least 1992 
before the well could be put into 
production.

The discovery also is expected to 
offset earlier disappointments in ex
ploration of the Beaufort, which the 
National Petroleum Council has esti
mated holds the equivalent in oil and 
gas of 15 billion barrels of crude.

Earlier this year, Sohio aban
doned its Beaufort Mukluk Well af
ter a total cost including drilling and 
leasing estimated at $1.8 billion — 
which made the well the costliest dry 
hole in the history of U.S. explora
tion.

“I think the Mukluk experience 
tended to dampen things, but the 
apparent prospects of the Shell ex
perience will replace some of the op
timism in the picture (of the Beau
fort),” said Bill Hopkins, executive 
director of the Alaska Oil and Gas 
Association.

The Seal Island discovery was 
made in the same general formation 
that supplies Prudhoe Bay, although 
the two pools are not connected, 
Vehnekamp said.

“Its a big formation but a lot of 
faults break it up,” he said. “We’re 
not pulling off of Prudhoe Bay.”

Initial tests showed both wells 
could produce about 5,000 barrels a 
day, he added.

Partners in the well include its op
erator SWEPI; Amerada Hess 
Corp.; Amoco Production Co.; 
Texas Eastern Exploration Co.; and 
Murphy Oil USA Inc., Shell said.

Each participant’s interest will de
pend on final size and shape of the 
field that will be determined by fu
ture drilling, Shell said.

Texan’s heirs claim billions
United Press International

LENOIR, N.C. — Pelham Hum
phries was born out of wedlock in 
Caldwell County, stabbed a man in 
Tennessee, slipped off to Old Mex
ico and died during a Nacagdoches 
barroom brawl in 1835.

But the trouble was just begin
ning.

Before he died, Humphries ob
tained a 3,900-acre land grant in 
present-day Beaumont, Texas. 
When the Spindletop oil gusher 
blew there in 1901, Texaco and Gulf 
Oil were born.

Now Humphries’ descendants, in
cluding some 500 from Caldwell and 
Watauga counties, want a piece of 
the action. They figure the oil com
panies have up to $ 100 billion in roy
alty payments and interest — equal 
to about half last year’s federal bud
get deficit — stashed in hidden es
crow accounts.

“I think they really think it’s 
there,” said Robert “Buck” Greer of 
Lenoir, who believes he is related to 
Humphries on his mother’s side. “I 
really think it’s there. This is not no 
fantasy we dreamed up.”

The money, which Texas and oil 
company officials say does not exist, 
has lured many since the oil first 
gushed. The tale of Humphries and 
his lost Texas oil fortune has become 
a fable of riches, duplicity, family in
trigue and dreams waiting to come 
true.

About 1,000 people who formed a 
group in Tennessee last March claim 
to be Humphries’ kin. An Ohio 
group seeking up to $20 billion filed 
a federal suit against five oil compa
nies last month.

The lawsuits — up to 20 — and 
the claims appear periodically as the 
story revives itself every few years, 
members of the Beaumont Histori-

TA0S
One Bdrms. from $290 
Two Bdrms. from $390

FREE Cable and HBO 
• Pool

• 24-Hr. Emergency 
Maintenance 

• On Shuttle Bus Route 
• Laundry Rooms

• 3 Floorplahs:
• Lofts • Flats

•Studios

1505 Park Place 
College Station 

693-6505

m
METRO PROPERTIES MANAGEMENT INC

One Bdrms. from $290 
Two Bdrms. from $400

FREE Cable and HBO
• Pool • Tennis Court
• 24-Hr. Emergency

Maintenance 
• On Shuttle Bus Route 

• Laundry Rooms 
■ Large Walk-In Closets 

• 4 Floorplans 
• Vi mi. to Campus

401 Anderson 
College Station 

693-6505

m
METRO PROPERTIES MANAGEMENT INC

Sevilla
One Bdrms. from $295 
Two Bdrms. from $425

• FREE Cable & HBO
• Pool

• 24-Hr. Emergency 
Maintenance

• On Shuttle Bus Route
• Laundry Rooms

• Large Walk-In Closets
• 8 Floorplans featuring 

One- and Two-story Units

1501 Holleman 
College Station 

693-2108

m
METRO PROPERTIES MANAGEMENT INC
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- Pizza !

$35.95

We won’t be undersold! 
Check us first!

Leather
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also available 
$39.95

DON’T RENT ANY APARTMENT 
BEFORE YOU SEE WALDEN POND

cF

WALDEN POND is an all new luxury 
apartment community with extras you can’t 
find anywhere else. Enjoy a fireplace, 
vaulted ceiling and ceiling fan, large walk-in 
closets, designer interiors, w/d conn., pri
vate balcony or terrace, and large arched 
windows.

There’s room to explore at Walden Pond 
with its private lake and wooded jogging tra
ils or enjoy the pool, 10’ hot tub spa, exercise 
room and“Showcase” clubhouse!

Prices begin at $335. Available in one and 
two bedroom floorplans. Also featuring a

one bedroom/study with spiral staircase to 
the loft!

Developed by
Guy King Enterprises
Incorporated

Walden Pond 700 FM 2818 
off FM 2818 at Holleman 

696-5777

cal Society say. None have been 
known to pay off.

Humphries’ kin claim the deed to 
his land was misappropriated after 
his death. Descendents of James 
Medders claim an eighth of the min
eral rights to the property. Five de
scendants from Cleveland sued to 
recover that portion in May.

The North Carolina group be
lieves Humphries was born out of 
wedlock in the Globe community to 
Nancy Humphries and James 
Gragg. Its members, who are Gragg- 
related, have hired a genealogist and 
are talking to attorneys about a legal 
claim.

The clan is encouraged by a 1948 
federal court ruling in Texas they 
say designated them tenants in com
mon with the oil companies on the 
oil fields.Greer said a technicality 
prevented a settlement in that cases.

MSC DINNER THEATRE
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iS»T JULYT 6:30 7:45 11.00 12.00
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TICKETS 
24 HOURS

MUST BE PURCHASED AT LEAST
IN ADVANCE AT MSC BOX OFFICE 

845-1234


