
Opinion
Candidates 
or clones?

A battle between liberals and conser
vatives looms in November no matter 
what happens in the Texas Democratic 
caucuses Saturday.

All three Democratic candidates have 
chosen to take a left-of-center approach 
and have eliminated any substantive dif
ferences between themselves. It has been 
a contest with each candidate trying to 
prove himself as the one true liberal in 
the race.

But the Democratic candidates have 
one difference between them. They have 
embarked on a dangerous course in their 
statements on the Middle East, a course 
that could divide the American people.

In an effort to win the Jewish vote. 
Mondale and Hart have promised to 
move the American Embassy in Israel 
from Tel Aviv to Jeuesalem — a move 
that the Arab world has said it will not 
stand for.

On the other extreme, Jesse Jackson 
has chosen to embrace Palestine Liber
ation Organization leader Yasser Arafat, 
using the term “hymies” to refer to Jews.

Saturday, Texas Democrats will have 
the opportunity to choose. While some 
may feel the choices are drastically lim
ited, staying away from the polls is not 
the answer.
— The Battalion Editorial Board

Realignment
crystallizing

A statewide poll released earlier this 
week predicted 33 percent of the vote in 
Saturday’s primary elections will be in 
the Republican primary.

This figure represents a huge increase 
in Republican Party primary votes and 
could mark the beginning of a major 
party realignment along liberal-conser
vative lines.

If that happens, it can be attributed al
most entirely to Cong. Phil Gramm, a 
former Democrat who crossed the party 
lines and regained his seat as a Republi
can in a 1983 special election.

Gramm is seeking the United States 
Senate seat being vacated by John 
Tower. In 1961 Tower became the first 
Republican elected to statewide office in 
Texas this century when he won the seat 
in a special election.

In a state where a majority of voters 
call themselves Democrats, it is imper
ative a Republican gather support from 
Democrats to be elected.

But that could be changing.
When you look beyond party labels, 

most Texans identify themselves as con
servatives. Texans supported Ronald 
Reagan for president in 1980, and the 
6th Congressional District supported 
Gramm in last year’s special election.

And who better to lead a realignment 
than a conservative Democrat turned Re
publican?

If Gramm wins the Senate seat it could 
prove to be the catalyst in a long overdue 
examination of political beliefs by Demo
crats and Republicans alike.

— The Battalion Editorial Board
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A&M wasting vital resources
by Melissa Adair

One of Texas 
A&M’s great re
sources is wast
ing away.

Every year 
hundreds of in
ternational stu- 
dents come 
here from 
countries all 
over the world.

Until a few months ago I would 
have said, “So what?”

But after getting to know some 
international students, my attitude 
has changed.

Almost every international stu
dent I’ve met seems to genuinely 
want American friends. Most inter
nationals aren’t here just to get an 
education and then leave. They 
want desperately to learn about 
American culture and make Amer
ican friends.

But for the most part, interna
tionals just sort of exist in the 
minds of most Texas A&M stu
dents.

People here don’t hate them, 
people here don’t love them, peo
ple here are just indifferent to 
them. But it’s so easy for Ameri
cans to make internationals feel im
portant in a land where they know 
almost no one.

For example, the other day I saw 
an international I know walking 
across campus. I didn’t have time 
to stop and talk so I just said, “Hi 
Ivo.”

He was amazed. He couldn’t be
lieve I remembered his name. He 
felt important. I felt good.

But many internationals live in 
the United States for years and no 
one ever remembers their names. 
And many American students will 
say that’s sad, but it won’t really af
fect us.

I think it will.
You see, the internationals who 

come here aren’t the dummies 
from their countries. The ones sent 
here by their governments are the 
tops in their country. Even those 
sent by their families are usually 
the smartest, since most families 
can’t afford to send more than one 
child.

When these internationals go 
back to their countries, they will be 
leaders in government, industry

and business. They may well have a 
strong voice in shaping relations 
with the United States. And one 
thing is certain — they will cer
tainly influence what others in 
their country think about the 
United States.

We seem to be missing one of 
the greatest opportunities in inter
national relations — human to hu
man contact.

Many of the internationals here 
will never come to Texas or the 
United States again after they get 
their degrees. For them, this is it. 
What they see now will shape their 
opinion about Texas and the 
United States forever.

When internationals get a bad 
impression of the United States, 
they take all their bitterness home 
with them. Many leave impressed 
by the technology and skyscrapers 
and disgusted with the American 
people and their indifference.

Unfortunately, Aggies haven’t 
realized this. They continue to ig
nore internationals — not loving 
them, not hating them, just being 
indifferent to them.

One of the great resources at 
Texas A&M is wasting away.

Melissa Adair is a senior journa
lism major and assistant city editor 
for The Battalion.
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But there’s an even better argu
ment for making international 
friends.

Internationals are some of the 
kindest and most interesting peo
ple I know. If you think you found 
out what Mexico or Germany or 
India is like in history class, talk to 
a Mexican or a German or an In
dian and think again.

They can give you more insight 
than you could ever get in a history 
class.
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graduation ceremonies herf! 
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Antonio as a worker on a 
truck. Rather than isolating 
self on a white island behind 
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Caucus to discourage Texas voters
by Bill Robinson

Over the 
years, candi
dates for the 
presidency 
have come to 
view Texas as 
the key to a suc
cessful cam
paign.

Texans wield 
tremendous 
power at the

polls. In fact, since 1928 
one presidential candidate 
been elected without carrying 
Texas. That’s 13 of 14 elections in 
which Texans have supported the 
victor.

In 1984 that power will be 
greater than at any point in the

only
has

past half century, at least on the 
Democratic side. With the Texas 
primary coming just weeks before 
the end of the primary season, the 
results in Texas could likely sway 
the vote in remaining states along 
the same line for the Democratic 
nomination.

Along with that power comes an 
awesome responsibility.

Saturday, Texans could choose 
the eventual Democratic nominee 
for president — if they are willing 
to make the effort.

They must first take the time to 
sort through the seemingly endless 
rhetoric, promises, endorsements 
and “new ideas” the of the three 
Democratic candidates.

Even then, it will take a keen in
terest to entice Texas voters to go 
to the polls twice. Yes, the party 
that derives its name from the 
word democracy has the least dem

ocratic (and most inconvenient) 
method of selecting its nominee: 
the outdated and discriminatory 
caucus.

The caucus strips away the vot
er’s right to anonymity. It requires 
voters to publicly declare support 
for a candidate and then attempt to 
sway others’ choices.

In a society where few people 
feel an obligation to vote anyway, 
taking away what is supposed to be 
a secret ballot destroys a great deal 
of a voter’s incentive. How many 
people support a candidate 
strongly enough to stand up and 
speak on his behalf in front of a 
group of people?

But the worst part is that the 
process requires a great deal of vot
ers’ time — at least two hours, on 
the average.

Voters must first cast their bal
lots in the party primary — with no

presidential candidates on the I •freec 
lot — and then argue the p| *Charter
dential
caucus.
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What it all boils down toh1 
the party bosses think maki® 
difficult to vote will keep mosti 
ans at home. That spells victoh 
the candidate of the party 
ership.
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But the fact that Texas Dfl 
cratic officials are united in 
support for one candidate dofi 
absolve them of their response 
to provide a fair election - 
where the people of Texas tf 
heard.

Bill Robinson is senior joi)( 
lism major and editor for The 
talion.
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