
Page 4B/The Battalion/Thursday, May 3, 1984

Run for the Roses: Flowers essential to horse race^
United Press International

The life of the average race 
horse is no bed of roses but ex­
pensive blankets of sweet-smell­
ing blossoms lie in store for 
those thoroughbreds fortunate 
enough to win a Triple Crown 
race.

The traditional flowers — 
roses for the Kentucky Derby, 
“black-eyed Susans” for the Pre- 
akness, and green carnations 
for the Belmont Stakes — have 
become as much a part of the 
racetrack pageantry as the tro­
phies, drinks and songs asso­
ciated with the springtime con­
tests.

In fact, the Kentucky Derby 
winner’s famed horseshoe­
shaped garland of 500 red roses 
prompted a New York sports- 
writer to dub the race “The Run 
for the Roses” back in 1925.

“Once you take a rose off the

Derby blanket, what is there 
left? it’s the thrill of a lifetime,” 
said Shirley Foster, whose hus­
band owns 1983 Derby winner, 
Sunny’s Halo.

Mrs. Foster, of Toronto, was 
more fortunate that some past 
owners in that she still has one 
of the prized roses in her pos­
session — a bloom preserved in 
a music box that plays my “Old 
Kentucky Home.”

In 1981, bystanders grabbed 
the rose garland after it was re­
moved from the neck of Pleas­
ant Colony, stripped the flowers 
from their backing and then 
passed them up the grandstand 
as souvenirs.

“John Campo (Pleasant Colo­
ny’s trainer) never got any roses 
and he was really disap­
pointed,” said Edgar Allen, a 
spokesman for Churchill 
Downs. Allen said Campo was

About 2,400 dyed daisies go into the 80 inch by 
30 inch blanket used to cover the horse fortu­
nate enough to make it into the Preakness win­
ner’s circle. About five of the florist’s staffers 
work three days to glue the flowers onto the 
burlap blanket, which is lined with felt to pro­
tect the winning thoroughbred from its scratchy 
surface.

eventually appeased with a cou­
ple roses that were found on the 
ground and some from other 
bouquets.

The track paid about $2,000 
last year to Kingsley Walker 
Florists of Louisville, Ky. — the 
racetrack’s florist for more than 
50 years — for the winner’s gar­
land, jockey’s bouquet and

other roses used in the Derby, 
Allen said.

Floral designer Don Nicoulin 
said it takes two people about 
eight hours to fashion the 90 
inch by 14 inch Derby garland 
from 500 Viva roses, which this 
year will be imported from 
South America.

“Each rose has to be hand-

sewn onto heavy backing, with 
about four stitches each. The 
garland also has to be lined with 
slipper satin so the horse won’t 
be poked by the stems,” said 
Nicoulin, adding that a debate 
arises each year over whether to 
trim the ends with emerald 
green or deep red ribbon.

Neither Nicoulin nor Allen 
said they knew why roses were 
chosen over other flowers for 
the Derby’s post-race presenta­
tion — but said the tradition 
started back in 1896.

The story of the Preakness’ 
black-eyed susans is a little less 
fuzzy. In an effort to give the 
second leg of the Triple Crown 
its own, unique floral tradition, 
Pimlico Race Course officials 
stopped draping the Preakness 
winner with roses back in 1940 
— and started using Maryland’s 
black-and-yellow state flower.

However, the decision has 
proven to be a headache for flo­
rists charged with making the 
winner’s blanket because black- 
eyed Susans are out-of-season 
in mid-May, the date when the 
Preakness is traditionally run.

“Since black-eyed Susans are 
not available anywhere, we’ve 
found it necessary to improve 
on nature. We take daisies — 
tint their petals yellow and dye 
their centers black — and they 
become ‘black-eyed susans,”’ 
said Paul Raimondi Sr., man­
ager of Raimondi’s Florists in 
Baltimore.

Raimondi said about 2,400 
dyed daisies go into the 80 inch 
by 30 inch blanket used to cover 
the horse fortunate enough to 
make it into the Preakness win­
ner’s circle. About five of the 
florist’s staffers work three days 
to glue the flowers onto the bur­
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A New Exciting Store At Northgate

& The Peg beard
and

(y Court’s University Shoe Repair
Grand Reopening Sale 

May 3, 4, & 5
%

Register for free back pack, lap desk and laundry bag.
Receive a free candle just for coming in

(while supply last)

Draw for a discount on your purchase 
(discounts range from 10% to 40%)

Paper by the Pound • Pens • Pencils • Erasers 
Note pads • Hair Bands • Bracelets • Earrings 
Back Packs • Lap Desks • Laundry Bags • Lunch 
Bags • Shoe Bags • 3-D T-Shirts* Shoe Supplies 
Gift Items • Plastic Boxes • Glasses • Buckets 
(large variety) • Many More Items

We still have our shoe repair service
(Heel Plates While You Wait)

Come in and meet Sissy & Allison 
and just browse around

Master Card, Visa, and American Express accepted

Taste Ice Cream At Its Best
%

A&M Creamery
open this Saturday 10-5

V

Malts, Shakes, Cones, Sundaes 
Take home a slice of Texas A&M 

Cheddar Cheese 
Swiss Cheese 

Jalapeno Cheese J
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United Press International

CHICAGO — Children who 
fear or avoid school may not be 
just expressing a desire to play 
hooky — they may be suffering 
emotional abuse from their tea­
chers, researchers say.

Dr. Richard D. Krugman and 
registered nurse Mary K. Krug­
man of the University of Colo­
rado School of Medicine in 
Denver studied 17 children in 
the third and fourth grades as­
signed to a male teacher in an 
upper middle-class school dis­
trict.

The teacher called the stu­
dents “stupid” or dumb,” 
screamed at them until they 
cried, allowed some students to 
harrass and belittle others, set 
unrealistic academic goals for 
the grade level, tied string to a 
child’s chair and pulled it out 
from under him, threw home­
work at children, pinched, 
slapped and shook them and 
pulled their ears.

In September 1982, the chil­
dren began to undergo behav­
ior and personality changes that 
were noticeable to parents 
within two weeks of the begin­
ning of school.

The symptoms included ex­
cessive worry about school per­
formance, bad feelings about 
themselves, hatred of school 
and onset of headaches, stom­
ach aches, nightmares and with­
drawal.

“Many parents inlially attrib­
uted the behaviors to normal 
anxiety as the children adjusted 
to a harder grade level,” the re­
searchers said in the American 
Medical Association’s American 
Journal of Diseases of Children.
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<S> BULLSHIRX!
The Shirt That Makes a Statement
TO ORDER:
Conn Expectations 
P0. Box 3382 
Tulsa, OK 74101

Please send me. BULL SHIRTS"
in the following sizes and colors:

Color: □ Tan
□ Sky Blue
□ White
□ Pink

Size: □ Small
□ Medium
□ Large
□ X-Large

Enclose $10.00 ($9.00 each for 3 or more) in check or money ordeit 
each "® BULL SHIRT" ordered. Oklahoma residents add 3% State Salesi' 
Allow 4 - 5 weeks for delivery.

Other ”® Bull ShirT items: □ 11" X17" Poster @ $2.00 each
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