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Internationals find 
nglish demanding

By CATHY SMITH
Reporter

nglish class. Some people 
it. Others hate it. Ameri- 

|is sat through an hour of 
Irature or grammar or 
llling or reading, every 

ool clay for 12 years.
Vhat would those Ameri- 

Ss say to 30 hours of En- 
Kh each week? An hour of 

i Iminar, an hour of compo- 
"N r\^ iiion, an hour of reading, an 
^1 IVV l01" listening skills, an 

[our of oral skills, an hour of 
/ language lab — live days aron leek?

| I H ihese Americans weren’t
Biericans, but instead were 
foreign students wanting to 

■y important I pprove their English to get 
;o to a citvva into American universities, 
11 of someofii Siev’d swallow theii- corn- 

lie said. Ii(ilpl‘',lllls and work like mad to 
hidings Phili p"" and do it right, 
ed in HoimjBTw0 hundred interna- 
RnilHing "feltional students are doing just 

Diig laieenoirp11 at Texas A&M’s English
Language Institute. They 
lave earned the right to 
study there by passing an En

glish test with a minimum 
|ore of 350 out of 673, and 

meeting financial stan
dards.
jThe ELI is one of many 
■iversity-sponsored pro- 
guns across the country that 

foreign students En- 
lish.

Jlhese people aren’t at the 
Ell to learn conversational 
■glish — they’re involved in 
■ all-out attack on the En- 

k /^y%f/>|glb language. They already 
I ||y|peak some English but must 

Brease their proficiency to 
commoditieswstirvive in American acade- 
ts events. AndSia.
w of the statisaBSoesanto Santoso, 20, had 
eryday. [six vears of English in Indo- 

psia, but never became

can have! 
se memoraM

ce of fan* 
e Antonio C 
aid. took sow 
ngs like lilt 
h it. He loot 
listed andti 
ost imagimihti 
hidings even

also play anil 
n governmeEi 
id every asp 
d industrv.

fluent. He had English classes 
It spoke his native language 
■erest of the time. He wants 
lojenroll in engineering here.

JiELI students cannot take 
Isses at, nor will be ad- 
Itied to, a university until 

pointed oui sj 
vorld
hence of stai 
.■ would learn IB 
mple, statislits. 
rson to be a 
for a beans 
e statistics, i 
pn preventive 
hat person 1)$ 

symptons.

they have scored 550 out of 
673 on the Test of English as 
a Foreign Language. Some 
are accepted to Texas A&M 
on the condition that they 
take part-time classes at the 
ELI. Most of these students 
have scored about 515 on the 
TOEFL and need to improve 
their composition skills.

These people aren’t at 
the ELI to learn con
versational English — 
they’re involved in an 
all-out attack on the 
English language. 
They already speak 
some English but must 
increase their profi
ciency to survive in 
American academia.

The TOEFL is an English 
proficiency exam for people 
whose native language isn’t 
English. It consists of listen
ing comprehension, structure 
and written expression, and 
reading comprehension and 
vocabulary sections. Students 
must score 350 on the test to 
be admitted to the ELI, then 
must raise their scores to 550 
to enroll in the university.

Another requirement for 
admission is confirmation of 
financial resources. AH stu
dents must have a signed 
statement indicating that 
there will be a minimum of 
$4,500 available to the stu
dent for each AWmonth ses
sion.

Once accepted to the insti
tute, a $2,500 deposit is re
quired before the semester 
begins.

Tuition and fees are 
$1,606.50 per semester. The 
$2,500 is deposited at the fis
cal office until the student ar
rives for the term. Fees come 
out of the deposit and the stu
dent is given the remainder.

This way, the student is as
sured of funds for deposits, 
rent and food the first weeks 
here. The $4,500 is sure to 
cover the necessary expenses 
throughout the semester.

Expensive, yes. But most 
international students aren’t 
on their own. Some foreign 
universities and other organi
zations will sponsor students.

The average TOEFL score 
for those admitted to the ELI 
is 430 for undergraduates 
and 460 for graduates, says 
Dr. Virginia Streiff, interna
tional student academic coor
dinator. That’s above the 350 
required to get in, but re
member, they need a 550 to 
get out.

Once admitted, diagonos- 
tic tests are given to deter
mine strengths and weak
nesses. Then students are 
placed at levels according to 
their needs.

Classes are divided into be
ginning, intermediate and 
advanced levels. Within each 
level the classes are rated A, B 
or C — A being the highest 
level. Beginning students 
usually take two or three se
mesters to raise their TOEFL 
scores, advanced usually need 
one.

Among other classes, San
toso takes beginning gram
mar, level A, and advanced 
oral skills, level C. This is his 
first semester at the ELI and 
that 550 seems far away.

Streiff says that in a univer
sity setting, where foreign 
students live and study in an 
English-speaking environ
ment, a student can easily 
gain 100 to 150 points on the 
TOEFL the first few semes
ters here. Getting those last 
few points is harder, though, 
she says.

Students are tested and 
graded just as if they were 
taking regular university 
classes.

Pre-law
(continued from page 1)

But plans to implement the 
proposal were dropped when 
the College of Business Admin
istration came up with a new 
idea: a Department of Legal 
Studies, combining the legal 
courses offered by the Univer
sity into one department.

The idea was debated for two 
years, an agreement couldn’t be 
reached, and the proposal was 
dropped.

When the Department of 
Academic Services was estab
lished in 1979, it took on the re
sponsibility for pre-law counsel
ing through its General Studies 
Program.

McCandless said the adminis
trators wanted to centralize pre
law counseling by putting it un
der a University-wide facility.

But Garland Bayliss, director 
of Academic Services, said pre
law advising is still fragmented.

One advantage of the current 
system is that there’s a central 
place to go for information. But 
Jessup keeps a low profile — 
most students and many faculty 
members still don’t know 
there’s a pre-law coordinator.

Texas A&M knows it needs 
lawyers. But at a state-sup- 
ported University that has 
grown in almost every dimen
sion, the services available to 
pre-law students are as ineffec
tive — and as inadequate — as 
they were 30 years ago.

Move Yourself, 
All Your Stuff, 
And Save, Too!
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It’s as easy as renting a Ryder truck, one way. 
10% Discount

(with coupon)
$25 (deposit)

will hold the best truck money can rent.
Set your reservation now

Call: 779-5582 or: 775-5082
We’ll gladly quote you rates and answer 
your questions. Come see us.

Expires 4/30/84
•wr% ' RYDER TRUCK RENTAL

Bring in coupon before April 30 to receive 
^10%discoun^oo^hn^Ma^^^^^^
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THE SEVEN YEAR ITCH 
Wednesday, April 25 

The Grove 
8:45 p.m.

Tickets are $1.00 with TAMU I.D. 
Advance tickets Available at MSC Box Office 

Mon.-Fri. 8:30-4:30
Tickets also on sale 45 minutes before showtime

By CASEY RAMSEY
Reporter
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code has not been very good for 
the average hard-working citi
zen.

“Only 2.8 percent of the tax 
benefits of the 1981 tax law 
changes went to small business,” 
Doggett said.

The senator said he favors 
extensive simplification of the 
U.S. tax code and the incorpo
ration of the Texas Sunset Act. 
The Sunset Act, which Doggett 
sponsored, calls for legislative 
review of state agencies with 
legislative approval necessary 
for continued operation. Dog
gett said tightening up tax loop

holes and simplfymg the tax 
code could provide additional 
revenue without raising taxes 
for middle and low income fam
ilies.

He said large coporations 
benefit most from the federal 
tax loopholes. Although the 
federal corporate tax rate is 46 
percent, the average actual 
taxes paid by all U.S. industries 
is only 20.5 percent, he said.

“I believe corporations and 
wealthy Americans should carry 
their share of the tax burden 
just like working men and 
women do,” he said.

“LOSE WEIGHT 
20% FASTER IN THE
FIRST TWO WEEKS”

STEPPIN' AHEAD

et one step ahead by 
electing your apartment 
ousing NOW! Choose 
tom six great Metro 
foperties locations and 
ye within minutes of 
impus, shopping, res- 
urants, elubs, banking 
eilities, and all locations 
e on the shuttle bus 

Jutes.
Pre-leasing fall prices 

start at $260 for one bed- 
jom units and $375 for 
ivo bedrooms.

TIME

Special summer rates are 
available too! Just stop by 
any of our offices & ask 
for details.

Enjoy amenities such 
as FREE Cable and 
HBO, pool, tennis court, 
24-hour emergency 
maintenance service, 
laundry rooms, and 
ample storage.

Joyce Nimetz 
Area Director
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WEIGHT WATCHERS 
AMAZING NEW PROGRAM...

quick stmt;
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Sundance 
811 Harvey Road 

693-4242

Sausalito 
1001 Harvey Rd. 

693-4242 m

Scandia 
401 Anderson 

693-6506

Aurora Gardens 
Aurora Ct. 
693-6505

Sevilla
1501 Holleman 

693-6505

Brownstone 
603 S.W. Pkwy. 

696-9771

You asked for it! So many people missed our 
special offer for 2 meetings that we’re repeating it 
for a limited time only!

Join the thousands who have discovered the 
wonders of QUICK START.™ It’s Weight Watchers 
sensational new program that helps you lose more 
weight in the first two weeks than ever before! And 
best of all, you’ll do it the sensible Weight Watchers 
way while enjoying 3 well-balanced meals PLUS 
SNACKS. DONT MISS OUT THIS TIME! L

SPECIAL OFFER! 
2 MEETINGS/ $6.
PLUS $13 REGISTRATION FEE,
Offer good thru May 12, 1984 Offer valid for new and rejoining members only. 
Offer valid in areas listed. (Areas 37,96,107) Not valid with any other promotion. 
'©Weight Watchers® international, Inc. 1984 Owner of the Weight 
Watchers® and Quick Start trademarks.
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METRO PROPERTIES MANAGEMENT, INC.

BRYAN 
BRYAN CENTER
3006 29th Street, #1 
Mon. 9:30 a.m. 
Tue.
Wed. 9:30 a.m. 
Fri. 9:30 a.m.
Sat. 10:00 a.m.

MEETING SCHEDULE:
-L

5:30 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. 
5:15 p.m.

COLLEGE STATION 
LUTHERAN STUDENT CENTER
315 North College Main
Thurs. 5:15 p.m.

JOIN WEIGHT WATCHERS!
1-800-692-4329


