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Gunter says. "If I had a place to 
keep him, I'd take this one 
home with me."

Sweetheart has not stopped 
honking since he first spotted 
Gunter, and she kneels down, 
putting her face inches from 
his.

"You stop it, and behave," 
Gunter scolds, petting the 
bird's back and giving him a 
hug.

Although Sweetheart does 
not do as he was told, he does 
return the hug, putting his beak 
on Gunter's shoulder.

Gunter says a lot of people, 
especially elderly people and 
children, come to the park regu­
larly just to see the birds.

"We have names for them, 
but the people that come out to 
visit them give them different 
names," she says.

Anne Vestano, a senior at 
A&M Consolidated High 
School, and Scott Oldner, a 
sophomore electrical engi­
neering major at Texas A&M, 
come to Central on Saturdays to 
relax and watch the birds.

"Last year we used to have 
names for a couple of them out 
here," Vestano says.

Oldner says he likes Central 
because of the animals.

"We'll be out here a lot this 
year," he says. "It's fun to 
watch the little kids."

Mark and Lexie Day come to 
Central with their four children 
to feed the geese and ducks and 
to walk around the park. Day 
says his children enjoy feeding 
the birds.

"They had talked about it 
from time to time, and I remem­
bered that," he says one Satur­
day afternoon. "I just kind of 
suggested that this would be a 
good time to do it."

Many of the park's visitors 
bring their dogs with them, 
Gunter says.

"The problem we have with

dogs is that people don't under­
stand that dogs are fascinated 
with birds," she says. "They 
chase birds, and it takes time 
and money to treat the birds."

Gunter says this past winter 
Marching George, a rooster, got 
frostbite on his feet and on his 
cone, which is on the top of a 
rooster's head. Gunter kept him 
in a pen for two weeks and 
nursed him back to health.

"Then we turned him loose, 
and ever since then he mar­
ches," Gunter says. "He's an 
older bird, and I think he just 
got stiff."

She says that sometimes 
when she gets to work in the 
morning. Marching George is 
waiting for her on the porch 
railing of the park's ranch 
house-style office, and he crows 
"good morning" to her.

As if to demonstrate, George, 
a few feet away from the office 
on the grass, puffs up his chest 
and crows.

Gunter likes all of her babies 
for a different reason.

"The guineas (a West African 
fowl) are better than a watch­
dog, really," she says. "If you 
hear them hollering, you know 
there's something out there that 
shouldn't be. My grandmother 
used to say, 'If you have a gui­
nea on your place, that's all you 
need.'"

Gunter says she likes the pea­
cocks—there are two males and 
two females at Central—be­
cause they can fly.

"I think what I like about the 
peacocks so much is that they 
can fly so well, and they can get 
away so well from dogs and 
things," she says."That's the 
reason we have them out here. 
They're fast. They're really fast. 
They go through these woods 
like a streak of lightning."

After finishing her rounds 
and making sure that all of her

babies are taken care of, Gunter 
returns to the office.

Virginia, a female turkey, 
came into the office to greet her 
one morning, she says, looking 
out the office window at North, 
Virginia's mate.

"They'll be good eating come 
Thanksgiving time," College 
Station Parks and Recreation 
Director Steve Beachy says, 
laughing. "Vonn's fattening 
them up for us, and we're going 
to eat them."

Wednesday
movies

MORNING

9:00Q3 ★★Vi “Lady In Cement” 
(1968) Frank Sinatra, Raquel 
Welch. A private detective hired to 
find a missing girl discovers her 
body in a Florida bay.

ARERNOON

3:00 CE) ★★★ “Cheyenne Autumn” 
(Part 2 of 2) (1964) James Stewart, 
Richard Widmark. Directed by 
John Ford. The dramatic exodus 
of Cheyenne Indians extends from 
an Oklahoma reservation to their 
homelands in Wyoming.

EVENING

8:00QD ★★ "Sidekicks” (1974) Lou 
Gossett, Larry Ragman. A con 
team makes money when the 
white man “sells” his black com­
rade in the pre-Civil War West.
@0 ★★★Vz "The Thomas Crown 
Affair” (1968) Steve McQueen, 
Faye Dunaway. An insurance 
investigator falls in love with a 
wealthy crook.

11:00CD ★★★ “Buck And The 
Preacher” (1972) Sidney Poitier, 
Harry Belafonte. A trail guide for

former slaves and a con man dis­
guised as a preacher team up to 
fight ruthless bounty hunters.

11:40ffl ★★’/z “More Wild, Wild
West” (1980) Robert Conrad, Ross 
Martin. Two former U.S. intelli­
gence agents are brought out of 
retirement to fight the evil scheme 
of a person who wants to rule the 
world. (R)

12:00® ★ ★Vi “Danger Route”
(1968) Richard Johnson, Carol 
Lynley. A British spy is assigned to 
eliminate a Russian defector who 
is in the custody of the FBI.

12:10 0 ★★,/2 “More Wild, Wild
West” (1980) Robert Conrad, Ross 
Martin. Two former U.S. intelli­
gence agents are brought out of 
retirement to fight the evil scheme 
of a person who wants to rule the 
world. (R)

12:15 0 ★★ “Project: Kill” (1977) 
Leslie Nielsen, Gary Lockwood. 
The head of a government mur- 
der-for-hire unit who decides to 
get out of the business is hunted 
by his former assistant. (R)

12:30© ★Vz “The Wrath Of God” 
(1972) Robert Mitchum, Rita Hay­
worth. A hard-drinking, gun-toting 
ex-priest joins up with a band of 
Latin American rebels.

1:35© ★★ “Indict And Convict” 
(1974) George Grizzard, Reni San- 
toni. The attorney general’s office 
investigates the murders of a pub­
lic official’s wife and her lover.

2:00© ★★Vz “Lady In Cement” 
(1968) Frank Sinatra, Raquel 
Welch. A private detective hired to 
find a missing girl discovers her 
body in a Fiorida bay.

3:30© ★★Vz “The Devil’s Daugh­
ter” (1972) Shelley Winters, Belin­
da Montgomery. After her mother 
makes a pact with Satan, a young 
woman struggles to escape her 
obligation to wed a demon.

Wednesday
spedals

ARERNOON

3:00© CBS SCHOOLBREAK "All 
The Kids Do It” A young man, with 
dreams of competing in the Olym­
pics, learns an invaluable lesson 
about the perils of driving and

drinking alcohol.
3:30 ffi ABC ARERSCHOOL “Dad­

dy, I’m Their Mama Now" A young 
woman takes charge of her two 
younger brothers after the death 
of their mother. (R)g

4:00 © ABC ARERSCHOOL “Dad­
dy, I’m Their Mama Now” A young 
woman takes charge of her two 
younger brothers after the death 
of their mother. (R)g

EVENING

8:00 0 O © PETER AND PAUL
Anthony Hopkins and Robert Fox- 
worth star in the saga of Peter and 
Paul, the apostles of entirely dif­
ferent temperaments who worked 
separately and together through 
three decades to save the early 
Christian religion from destruc­
tion. (Part 2 of 2)(R)
© MARK RUSSELL The bipar­
tisan satirist lampoons, roasts and 
debunks politicos and bureau­

s'© GRACE BUMBRY AND 
SHIRLEY VERRETT IN CONCERT 
AT COVENT GARDEN This cele­
bration of the 250th anniversary of 
Great Britain’s Covent Garden 
features solo arias and duets by 
two American singers and a spe­
cial intermission film hosted by 
Prince Charles.

9:00 O O ED NBC REPORTS “Sec­
ond Thoughts On Being Single” 
Correspondent Jack Reynolds 
reports on the growing marriage 
rate in this country and how young 
people are rediscovering more 
traditional sexual values.
© MARK RUSSELL The bipar­
tisan satirist lampoons, roasts and 
debunks politicos and bureau­
crats.

9:30 0 THIRD WORLD REPORT
Host Randall Robinson examines 
the global implications of conflicts 
between South Africa and its 
neighbors through film clips and 
discussion among experts.

Wednesday
sports

EVENING

9:30 03 BASEBALL Houston Astros 
at Los Angeles Dodgers

12:30 © GOLDEN LINK


