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United Press International
IHOUSTON — Doctors said 
ednesday they were opti- 
stic about an experimental 
iceclure that dissolves kidney 
nes within an hour by using 
ind waves through water, 

he procedure, called extra- 
loreal shock-wave litho- 

jpsy, is a relatively painless 
latment which uses no drugs 
surgery and requires only a 
al anesthetic for the patient. 

Id Dr. Don Griffith, director 
the project at Methodist Hos- 
alin Houston.
The machine, an updated

version of one developed a de
cade ago in Munich, West Ger
many, pulverizes kidney stone 
into dust-size particles. Within 
48 hours, the granules pass 
through the patient’s body nat
urally and painlessly, Griffith 
said.

Five patients have undergone 
the procedure in Houston this 
week, and Griffith said each is 
doing well. Overall, there is a 90 
percent success rate, which 
means a few of the patients 
have to undergo secondary 
treatment.

The treatment begins by 
placing the kidney stone patient

in a tub of water over an energy 
source that produces shock 
waves. The shock waves are 
concentrated directly on the 
kidney stone and force an im
plosion on the stone causing it 
to disintegrate, but do not de
stroy or damage the kidney or 
surrounding tissues.

During the hour-long treat
ment, the patient receives about 
1,000 to 1,500 shocks which are 
monitored by a urologist with 
fluoroscopes.

The test program in Hous
ton, utilizing the $2 million ma
chine, is one of six in the United 
States, including centers in In

dianapolis, Boston, New York, 
Gainesville, Fla., and Char
lottesville, Va.

The entire procedure costs 
the patients between $2,500 
and $7,000. Not all insurance 
companies are reimbursing for 
the costs because the procedure 
is still considered experimental, 
Griffith said.

“We are selecting patients 
now who are in good health and 
who have simple, solitary

stones,” Griffith said. “But by 
June, we should be able to treat 
people with more than one 
stone. By August, we hope to 
treat patients with any stone in 
the kidney of upper uretary 
tract.”

Patient George Black, 58, un
derwent the treatment Tues
day. He said it felt like “a little 
mild slap,” but he felt no dis
comfort. In fact, he said, within 
a few minutes he fell asleep and

had to be awakened at the end 
of the procedure.

“It was totally painless,” said 
Black, who attended a news 
conference and expected to he 
released from the hospital this 
week.

Sara Wilson, 29, a school tea
cher, Said she underwent an op
eration two years ago to remove 
kidney stones. At that time, she 
was out of work six weeks. She 
had the procedure performed

on her Monday.
“I plan to. be back at work 

next Monday,” she said.

Griffith said patients lxim> 
accepted into the program unoi 
not weigh more than 280 
pounds and stand no more i' 
6-feel-6 or less than 4 i 
They also must have no Hi 
threatening medical probf 
or uncontrolled urinary in 
lion, he said.

:ord unveils first natural 
as powered vehicles

United Press International
DEARBORN — Ford Motor 

b. unveiled a fleet of natural 
MFLandNltj s-powered Ranger compact 
lot of expen mip trucks Wednesday, that 
L 1 " aid are safer and cheaper to

3$
erate than conventional gaso- 
e-powered vehicles.
The 27 natural gas Rangers 

be tested by utility and nat- 
uul gas-related companies 

ross the nation. Each is pay- 
|g $20,GOO over two years to 
Irticipate in the program. 
Natural gas is commonly 
ed to power vehicles in Italy, 

the All-Aml ew Zealand, Canada and the 
etherlands, but this is the first 
ajor test of the fuel’s use in 
eUnited States, officials said. 
The Ford program is being 

in conjunction with the 
merican Gas Association, 
ach Ranger has been equipped 
Hh a 2.3 liter engine that has 

modified to use 130 oc- 
ne natural gas fuel.
In additional to mechanical 
edifications, the trucks are 
pipped with four fuel tanks 
ade of fiberglass-wrapped 
iiminunr These add about 

pounds to the weight 
the truck.
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Dale Compton, vice presi- 
ent of research at Ford, said 

h truck gets about 18 mpg

on gasoline and would get 
about 20 percent better using 
natural gas. He said the cost of 
operating the natural gas trucks 
is “roughly half per mile” of 
regular gasoline powered 
trucks.

However, the vehicles can 
carry only enough natural gas 
to travel about 250 miles. The 
firm hopes to convince major 
oil companies to begin offering 
natural gas at their service sta
tions, Compton said.

He said the natural gas pro
gram is part of a larger effort to 
test alternative fuels.

Ford offers a propane option 
on 1984 LTD and Mercury 
Marquis autos and is testing GOO 
Escorts powered by methanol. 
It has sold 300,000 autos in Bra
zil that are powered by grain al
cohol or ethanol.

“Gasoline prices have re
mained relatively low and have 
hilled us into a false sense of se
curity,” said Compton.

Gas association spokesman 
Kenneth T. Cuccinelli said 
there is enough natural gas in 
the world to power 100 million 
vehicles for the next several 
hundred years.

Both officials maintained 
drivers need not worry about 
the safety of natural gas-pow
ered vehicles. Cuccinelli said

the fuel tanks “had bullets fired 
at them — they’ve been burned, 
crushed and dropped. They’re 
extremely safe.”

Compton said Americans use 
natural gas to heat their homes 
and to cook with, and that fear 
of the fuel was not a issue.

Get Off Your Rocker!
and help

Alpha Kappa Psi
National Professional Business Fraternity 

support the
Brazos Valley Geriatric Center 

by purchasing raffle tickets 
Tickets will be on sale April 23-26 for $1.00. 

Drawing will be April 28 and you need not be 
present to win.

Get your tickets from any
Alpha Kappa Psi member!
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Continued from page 1

fter that, the decision was 
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The location of the bell tower 
id the removal of the memo- 

have aroused concern 
hong some Texas A&M stu- 
lents. Several students told The 
attalion that though they do 
it object to the bell tower, they 
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“If he (Albritton) wants to
sen shipsti Mtale money for a hell tower, 
signedhert lat’s great, hut I .don’t think 
st Confer# tey should have moved the 

tigate the sit lemorial,” said Tim Goggin, a 
mnior building construction 

letter I beiftor. “I don’t think they put 
tough thought into where to 

tal letter,"* w the bell tower.” 
assistant 5*

Monique Gox, a freshman

Philip Toelkes, a sophomore 
ocean engineering major, de
fended Albritton’s decision to 
donate a bell tower.

“I think it’s a good idea,” 
Toelkes said. “I think it’s great 
of him to donate so much 
money to the University. A lot 
of people are running him 
down, and I don’t think that’s 
right.”

One student commented on 
the propriety of Albritton’s gift.

Peel said he was surprised 
and pleased al students’ interest 
in the future of the bell tower 
and the memorial. However, 
students should keep the “big 
picture” in mind when consid
ering the issue, he said.

“When someone is making a 
gift, it’s real hard to say, ‘We 
don’t need it, we need some
thing else,”’ Peel said. “They 
have specific things in mind 
that are their preference. We 
could not function, we could 
not operate without gifts. One 
has to evaluate the big picture.”

aur confer# usiness major, agreed with 
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SHOE CLEARANCE

F7BR00KS
HALF/ new balanceF/APRICE

Plus:
All men's and ladies'swimwear

20% Off
^Locker Room

800 Villa Maria Rd. (Across from Manor East Mall) 779 9484

meiviHeRe
T wWf DISCOUNT MUFFLERS
^------------------- ' AMERICAN AND FOREIGN CAR SPECIALIST

* FITS 
MANY 
SMALL 
CARS

* AT
PARTICIPATING
DEALERS

. ..408 South Texas Ave. (Corner of 30th St.). ...775-01 88

Individually Owned & Operated 
IN AND OUT IN 30 MINUTES IN MOST CASES

OPEN DAILY AND SAT.8-6 PM
Copyright©1 984 Meineke
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, auto-reverse cassette ptayer ^ °°'bV 
.Noise Reduction, metal tape capability 
and water-resistant design. Includes 

shoulder strap, belt hook, 
lightweight stereo 

[mini-headphones and batteries.
Model PK-SkW, List $200.

>88

Remote Controlled 
| Whistler Spectrum

>95

(XR-75...) Pre-amp with AM/FM auto
reverse cassette deck featuring quartz- 
lock tuning with 12 station presets, auto
matic music scan, digital display time 
and frequency, dual adjust cassette head, 
Dolby Noise Reduction and metal tape 
capability. List $475. SAVE OVER 35%!

f XM-25... Stereo Power Am[
I with 16 watts of power and low 
distortion outputs. Combined z 

I X,f75’ now only $349.95. List 
YOUSAVEOVER 35%!

@ Complete Portable Component Stereo
UIIITECH including AM/FM stereo receiver, cassette deck,

, detachable two-way speakers, and AC/DC

/
Model CX-800, List $120.

95
audio-technica

Compact Portable Phonograph
featuring belt-drive turntable, Audio 
Technica diamond dual magnetic car
tridge, lightweight stereo headphones, 
batteries and carrying case.
Model AT-770, List $150.

OVER HALF OFF!

y SAVE $100!
Spectrum Radar Detector
The radar detector rated #1 most often in 

I four independent tests conducted against 
all competitors. List $350.

s299 FILTTR volume power SPECTRUM]! /

Installed! V 95

BRYAN
HOURS: Monday thru Saturday 9AM to 6PM.

3601 East 29th Street....846-1768
in Brookwood Square

$249
COLLEGE STATION

Bryan and College Station locations formerly Dyer Electronics 

limited quantities on some item, not all items at all stores.

HOURS: Monday thru Friday 10AM to 7PM, Saturday QAM to 6PM.

913 Harvey Road.......................................693-9558
in Woodstone Shopping Center next to Monterey House

Panasonic
Personal Portable Stereo
featuhng an auto-stop cassette player
S headphones and a one war.
ranty. Model RQJ-55, List $43

$2888

Extended Warranty Contracts 
Now Available! 

Introductory Prices!
up to 5 years extended warranty on car 

stereo, home stereo, or video. Free parts 
and labor.

All items CASH ONLY, add 5% for credit cards.
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