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By THERESA CORNELL
Reporter

Parents need time to accept 
he fad that their child is gay, 
he chairperson of “Family and 
riends of Lesbians and Gays” 

;old people attending the Gay 
tudenl Service meeting 

iVednesday night.
Gretchen DeRoche is a 

traight parent of her gay son, 
'aryll, and talked on the coni

ng out of parents and gays. De- 
oche shared what she felt 

vhen her son told her of his ho- 
nosexualily almost five years
‘go
'll was extremely traumatic 

tfirst," she said. “I had no idea 
if what a gay person was. I 
lidn’t knowhow it would affect 
ur life or what sort of people 

ie would associate with. My 
irst reaction was, ‘Don’t tell me 
ibout it’ because then it made it 
eal.”

DeRoche said she explored 
ivery possibility to change her

“‘Couldn’t you become a 
monk,’ I asked him, ‘Couldn’t 
you be happy just raising 
dogs,”’ she said.

When a solution could not be 
reached, DeRoche went to her 
pastor for advice and found 
him surprisingly supportive. 
Daryll also encouraged her to 
attend a national group called 
“Parents of Gays” which she 
later said was the most positive 
thing she has participated in.

“My overriding reaction was 
fear,” DeRoche said. “So I edu
cated myself as much as possible 
through books, meetings and 
literature. Within three months, 
I felt comfortable with the fact 
that Daryll was gay.”

DeRoche suggests that gays 
give their parents positive arti
cles to read for more under

standing, hut above all, they 
should give them time.

“Parents need time to ad
just,” she said. “It was a shock to 
me. I was the outsider. I told 
him that ‘You’re out of the 
closet, but now I’m in.’”

DeRoche became active as 
chairperson in a local support 
group in Seattle, Washington to 
help other parents accept their 
gay children. She said that al
though it is a support group for 
parents, it is also a support 
group for gays trying to tell 
their parents about their homo
sexuality.

To help the public better un
derstand gays, DeRoche speaks 
at high schools, universities and 
on radio talk shows about how 
parents can deal with that type 
of situation in a positive way.

“I would not be sharing in 
Daryll’s life if he hadn’t told 
me,’’she said. “His telling me 
has been a positive thing in my 
life.

“I wouldn’t change him in 
any way. He’sjust super the way 
he is.”
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Architects 
to lecture

Architects coming from New 
fork, England, India and Mex- 
co will speak on regionalism 
mil international culture in 
Rudder Theatre Friday. Lec- 
ures will be held between 9 
im. and 5 p.m.

Regionalism and interna- 
ional culture is the theme of 
,his year’s Rowlett Lecture Se
ries which is sponsored an
nually by the College of Ar- 
hitecture and Environmental 
‘esign.

I The following is a schedule 
bfthe program:

• 9-9:30 — Introductory re- 
narks: Charles M. Hix Jr., dean 
fCAED; David Woodcock, de- 
larlment head.
• 9:35-10:30 — Presentation 

y Charles M. Correa
• 10:50-11:45 — Presenta- 

ion by Abdel Wahed El Wake!
• 1:30-1:45 — Introduction 

f Augustine Hernandez Na- 
arro from Mexico
• 1:35-2:30 — Presentation 

by Augustine Hernandez Na- 
yarro

• 2:45-4:00 — Panel Dis
cussion moderated by Professor 
Theo David from Pratt Institute 
ofNew York

Aggies, with current I.D., don't forget 
about your 15% discount on all mer
chandise (excluding Lorus Watches) 
Thru March 31, 1984, bring in this 
coupon and receive an additional 5%
off. Total 20% off

Discounts do not apply to sale items 
Layaways Invited

Douglas Jewelry
212 N. Main 

Downtown Bryan 
822-3119

1623 Texas Ave. 
College Station 

693-0677

BOB BROWN 
UNIVERSAL TRAVEL

COMPLETE, DEPENDABLE DOMESTIC 
AND WORLDWIDE TRAVEL

• Airline Reservations • Hotel/Motel Accomodations
♦ Travel Counsel • Rental Car Reservations • Tours

• Charter Flights • FREE Ticket Delivery

846-8718
• Agency is fully computerized*

410 S. Texas/ Lobby of the Ramada Inn/College Station

Indulge yourself with Soloon Specialties, Nochos, 
Potato Skins, Fried Veggies, Fried Cheese Sticks, 
Solods, Tex-Mex, Sandwiches, Chicken Fried Steak, 
Burgers and Desserts.

2232 Texas Avenue 
Drazos Square Shopping Center 

College Station

Double Tree
Luxury Condominiums

1901 W. Holleman
693-3232

Reena Alois and Remos Killian 
will welcome you to the property.
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ON TOP OF THE WORLD

• 12 COUNTRIES

• IVIAY1B - JUNE 15

• 5 1-700

CHINA
• B MAJOR CITIES

• MAY IT - MAY 30

• S 2100

FOR MORE INFO CONTACT MSC TRAVEL AT 845-1515

tax-sheltered 
savings for

wage earn
Every wage earner may now set aside up to $2,000 in a tax-sheltered savings. Deposits in an 

Individual Retirement Account are deductible from gross income. Earnings are also tax exempt 
until retirement (when tax brackets are often lower). Savings insured up to $100,000 by the FSLIC.

Opening an IRA is as easy as opening a savings account. Come to any of our offices for indi
vidual planning to make the most of this valuable tax exemption.

25% for first month, 
then 10.40% fixed rate for 18 months 

or
you pick the term

/itn $1,000 minimum deposit(witf

1 year term: 10.40%
2 year term: 10.90%

deposit):
3 year term: 11.10%
4 year term: 11.25%

BrazosBanc
Savings Association of Texas

Offices throughout Central Texas . . . and more to come.

Rates effective I Match 21,1984 [ ancJ sujjject to change daily.


