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Water well drilled 
to run experiments

Authorities test infant bones

J

By SARAH OATES
Stall writer

Are they drilling for oil under 
Doherty Hall? No, that’s not an 
oil well under construction in 
front of the building — it’s a wa
ter well that will be used as a 
laboratory for students in Pet
roleum Engineering 415, Mea
surements Laboratory, begin
ning this semester.

“Everybody who goes by 
there asks what we’re doing,” 
said Dr. J. T. Rollins, an associ
ate professor of petroleum en
gineering and one of the depart
ment faculty members involved 
in the development of the pro
ject and construction of the well.

Rollins said the well will be 
used to run petroleum en
gineering experiments that 
could not previously be run on 
campus because of a lack of faci
lities. About 270 students from 
nine laboratory classes will use 
the well this semester.
^ “It’s a good teaching device,” 
said Dr. William Von Gonten, 
head of the department. Von 
Gonten made the proposal that 
awell be constructed on campus. 
He explained that the well will 
be used to run experiments that 
previously required laboratory 
field trips to off-campus wells.

Von Gonten said that having 
a well directly outside the build
ing eliminates problems in
volved in arranging field experi
ments such as receiving the pier- 
mission for students to observe 
wells and arranging transporta
tion to the well site.

“We have certain experi
ments run in the labs that in
volve pumping wells,” he said. 
“It’s a better situation to have a 
well by the building.”

Von Gonten explained that 
the water well cannot be used to 
pump oil because of its small 
size. “It would be far too expen
sive to pump oil, and there 
would be safety problems,” he 
said. “We wouldn’t be able to 
drill right next to the building.”

He said that while the water 
well costs between $1,000 — 
$2,000, the cost of constructing 
an oil well could be as high as 
$500,000. The water well was 
funded by the department, and 
its construction was planned for 
nine months before it actually 
began.

Mark Beach, a junior pet
roleum engineering major 
working on construction of the 
well, explained two types of ex
periments that will be run using 
the well. They are a dynano- 
meter test, used to judge 
whether a well is pumping effi
ciently, and a product index test, 
used to determine how much oil 
or water will be produced in the 
future.

Rollins said transient press
ure testing is one of the new ex
periments that will be per
formed using the water well. 
Transient pressure testing is a 
means of determining how va
rious well properties, such as 
pressure and ease of water flow 
are differentiated.

“This well is exactly like an oil 
well,” said Russell Fontaine, a 
petroleum engineering teaching 
assistant, “It’s just on a much 
smaller scale.”

Photo by Dean Saito

Laborers work on part of the water drilling 
rig to be used by Petroleum Engineering 
students for a measurments laboratories.

THETA CHI RUSH SCHEDULE
IDES., JAN. 17 - DEER & BEER PARTY 

WHITE ROCK HALL
THURS., JAN. 19 - PLANTER'S PUNCH PARTY 

WHITE ROCK HALL
THURS., JAN. 26 - TACO & TEQUILA PARTY 

EL TORO'S IN BRYAN 
8:00 PM

United Press International

FORT WORTH — Extensive 
tests were conducted Monday 
on infant bones that a drug sus
pect said he got from satanists in 
Indiana, but authorities there 
said they knew of no missing 
babies.

The tiny bones and scalp 
were found last Thursday in a 
locked, black-draped box reco- 
vered by police who raided a

Court
refuses
appeal

United Press International

WASHINGTON —The U.S. 
Supreme Court Monday re
fused to hear an appeal from 
Texas death row inmate 
Andrew Lee Mitchell who faces 
execution by injection for the 
Dec. 26, 1979, murder of a 
worker at a fireworks stand.

Court records indicate the 
victim, Keith Wills, was killed 
during a robbery of a fireworks 
stand just outside Troup in 
Smith County.

Mitchell, his son Anthony De- 
Wayne Mitchell and a friend, 
Edward Earle Owens, all took 
part in the robbery. Owens and 
the younger Mitchell testified 
against the elder Mitchell dur
ing a two-day trial in February 
1981.

Mitchell appealed to the 
Texas Court of Criminal 
Appeals, which upheld convic
tion and sentence April 27, 
1983.
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home in a rural area near Gran- 
bury, about 35 miles southwest 
of Fort Worth.

Hood County authorities 
arrested Timothy Newsome, 19, 
who said he got the dismem
bered body in May at a satanic 
worship ceremony in Lake Sta
tion, Ind.

“We haven’t yet determined 
the sex or the age of the infant,” 
said Tarrant County Medical 
Examiner Nizam Peerwani.

“There was a human scalp with 
the body and it appears they 
were that of a white child.”

Peerwani said he was confi
dent Monday’s tests — which in
cluded several hours of X-rays 
and precise measurements of 
the bones — would show the in
fant’s age, sex and cause of 
death.

Newsome was given a poly
graph test about the infant’s re- 
mains last Friday, but officials

said results were inconclusive. A 
spokeswoman for Hood County 
Sheriff Edwin Tomlinson said 
they were making arrangements 
to give him another test.

Sgt. Don Basista of the Lake 
Station, Ind., police said Mon
day there was no indication the 
body came from his area, which 
he said had no unsolved missing 
baby reports.______
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Annual
Shoe 4 boot Sale

Sale Prices on Every 
Shoe 4 Boot in Stock

Dance Sports 
Cloqs 
Fleece Mocs

^ It Wt. Hikers 
Wolverine Walkers 
RockSports

49 <lo

*<0

Also included:Assorted Clothing , Housewares, 
Knives ^Tents , Framepacks, Kayake, and 

many other items - \0 tb-50 'lo off
Sale Ends Sat. Jan.21

- Ml Sales Final "
_____ Open Every Thurs. Til 9 Ftf\

Whole Earth Provision Co.
105 Boyett 846-8794
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The Gallery of Dance Arts 
Valerie Taylor

Now offering new classes for the 
spring

Ballet Jazz
Tap C<SpW
Children-Teens-Adults

Registration-Wed., January 18 
5:30-7 pm

%

Call for more information

107 Dowling Rd. 693-0352
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Juniors & m.b.a. s

M.E., Chem. E.,
and M.B.A.’s with technical undergraduate degrees:

What does a summer 
engineer do in

MANUFACTURING
MANAGEMENT?

Come to
Procter & Gamble's

Open House
Wednesday, January 18, 7:00 p.m. 

Rudder Tower 
Rm. 510

Sign-up for interviews will be
January 9-19 at the Placement Center

directline rvi.
‘The Smart Alternative For Long Distance Service.

Now Offering Long Distance 
Service In the Biyan — College Station

Area

Directline offers:
• 24 hour day service/7 days a week
• Mo monthly service charge
• Call any phone in the 50 United States

including the U.S. Virgin Isles.
• No monthly minimum

Special Sign-up For ASM Students 
Januaiy 16th — 20th, 2nd Floor MSC 
9 — 4 pm

directline™
‘The Smart Alternative For Long Distance Service.

F.O. Box 2812 
College Station, Texas 

77841
(409) 846-6985

Directline is sponsored 
on campus by the 

Society for Entrepreneurs 
and New Ventures 

(ENVE)

vs.*.

$5

J


