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Arkansas prison board 
told on overcrowding

United Press International
PINE BLUFF, Ark. — The 

state Correction Board was told 
Thursday that the population of 
the state prison system again is 
nearing capacity, and that as 
many as 600 new beds might be 
needed by the end of the next 
year.

A.L. “Art” Lockhart, director 
of the Correction Department, 
said the system’s experience 
from March to November of this 
year had led to a projection that 
the system would see a net aver
age increase of 67 inmates a 
month next year.

The department expects to 
get 200 new beds when the Bi- 
State Criminal Justice Center at 
Texarkana is opened next 
March, but, if population pro-

I’ections are accurate. 600 more 
>eds will be needed before the 
end of the year. Griffin pre
dicted that as many as 300 beds 
would be needed by August.

“If our math is correct, by 
December of next year we will 
have 600 inmates backed up (in 
county jails),” Richard Earl Grif
fin of Crossett, the board chair

man, said, adding that he was 
not optimistic about any im
mediate efforts to resolve the 
problem.

“Because of the nature of cor
rections and the fact that we 
don’t have the constituency our 
problems aren’t dealt with until 
they’re major problems. I think 
the next session of the Legisla
ture will deal with that,” he said.

Griffin said he was startled 
particularly by the increase in 
the system’s female population, 
which was projected at 18 per- 

uly.

the problem was relieved tem
porarily with the opening of new 
facilities.
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cent annually.

As of Thursday, a total of 
4,144 inmates were being 
housed in the system, leaving 
only 40 empty beds. The popu
lation of the Women’s Unit at 
Pine Bluff was 206. The facility 
is designed to hold only 175, but 
Lockhart said the larger popula
tion had been accommodated by 
double-bunking and putting 
beds in areas not designed for 
them.

At one point earlier this year, 
about 200 inmates were backed 
up in the state’s county jails, but

United Press International
WASHINGTON — Planning 

a train trip for the holidays? 
Amtrak has a new, easy-to- 
remember, nationwide, toll-free 
number for information and re
servations from anywhere in the 
48 continental states. Just dial 1 
(800) USA-RAIL.

The new number replaces a 
dozen differing regional 800 
numbers. People who call the 
old numbers hear a recorded 
message giving the new one. In 
addition, local seven-digit num
bers are available in many larger 
cities for information and reser
vations.
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^TYie cost of replacing the 
pebbles with the bricks is appro
ximately $4 a square foot, so 
we’re trying to replace larger 
areas at a time to reduce costs,” 
he said.

The maintenance depart
ment does not have the money to 
finish replacing all the prarie 
rock on campus this year, Gold- 
water said, so everything will be 
done a little bit at a time.

He said most people seem to 
like the brick because it’s much 
easier to walk and bike on.

rounds Maintenance 
h>artment, said 
lihrsday the brick is a 

^yMer alternatire to the 
oughItWiy-concrete beca use 
n, no® 1^7/ hold up longer 
y® nMer heavy traffic.

The bricks also offer an 
advantage to the epoxy-concrete 
because when underground 
utility repairs need to be made, a 
few bricks can be dug up easier 
than having to tear up the whole 
area of the concrete, he said.

fPar/ftvay
apartments

T600 S.W. Parkway' 
693-6540

Large Enough To Live In. 
And That’s Just the Closets!

Re d

t-
rin

You Also 
Get 3

Large Bedrooms,

OPEN DAILY SUNDAY - SATURDAY

Managed by Brentwood Properties

8c BelUal?
(Iff ~ CHompirtT tSmrrui

00 <&ff - permanent

ptfow: 693-1772 tinlib Ujru: 1/31/84

1510 Bailrmatt Br - Arrusss from Emilia Apts.

| Samson & Delilah welcomes 
our new stylists!

stylists:
Tanya Clardy 
Leanna Kenny

Judy Tijerina 
Debbie Bird 
George Ann Hoke

Robyn Todd Nancy Naugle

Jan Williams Becky Dunman

he Grounds Maintenance 
rtment tested an area on 

bus two years ago with the 
I and it has proved to be a 

:ssful replacement, he said, 
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1 s n a cushion of concrete sand 
15 k jiicli allows air and moisture to 

;arSC0,1K the soil, Goldwater said. 
iThis will be extremely help- 
ijo the trees that are sur- 
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Pre-Lease Now-Move In Now
No Rent till Jan. 15,1984

Wishes you a 
Happy Holiday
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