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Survivor discovered 
in ship’s air pocket

United Press International
HOUMA, La. — A cook who 

survived inside a capsized ship 
by standing on top of a locker 
with his head in an air pocket for 
more than 30 hours was in satis
factory condition Tuesday.

Hayes Bonvillian Jr., 47, who 
has a history of heart and lung 
problems, was prohibited by his 
doctors from speaking to repor
ters. He did talk about the dra

matic rescue to the owner of the 
155-foot ship, which capsized in 
the Gulf of Mexico last week 10 
miles off Matagorda Island 
northeast of Corpus Christi.

Bonvillian told Dave 
Ohlmeyer, president of Houma- 
based Gulf International 
Marine, that he was asleep when 
the ship started listing late 
Wednesday or early Thursday.
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He said he was awakened when 
the ship capsized.

“There was a lot of confusion 
and he is not sure what hap
pened,” Ohlmeyer said. But he 
said Bonvillian does remember 
trying to get out, then ending up 
in another stateroom.

Ohlmeyer said Bonvillian 
knocked over a locker and stood 
on it as water poured into the 
room, stopping just two feet 
from the top. Sometime late 
Thursday Bonvillian saw a diver 
come within a few feet of him.

“There was too much debris 
in the room and the diver 
couldn’t see him,” Ohlmeyer 
said. “Also, the divers had only 
small emergency air compress
ors and small lights. When the 
diver left, he said, he thought it 
was the end.”

Ohlmeyer said divers re
turned Friday with bigger lights 
and air compressors and went 
again into the stateroom where 
Bonvillian was standing.

Bonvillian said he heard the 
bubbles in the water and wasn’t 
going to let an opportunity pass, 
Ohlmeyer said.

“He stuck his foot out and in 
minutes the diver reached out 
and grabbed it,” Ohlmeyer said.

“He jerked his foot back to let 
the diver know he was alive. The 
diver then patted his leg to let 
him know he’d be back.”

Ohlmeyer said the diver re
turned with a diving suit for 
Bonvillian and within minutes 
he floated to freedom.

Policy changes pushed

SG will discuss new bills!0
by Stephanie M. Ross 

Battalion Staff
A bill recommending re

search of three new topics by 
the Legislative Study Group is 
the first item for discussion at 
the Student Senate meeting at 
7:30 tonight in 204 Har
rington.

If passed, the bill would au
thorize the LSG to study the 
student insurance maternity 
benefit policy, copy center 
policy and administrative pro
cedures act.

The LSG works to repre-

by
sent the student body, 
through the Senate, on issues 
concerning higher education. 
All topics the group studies 
must be approved by the Sen
ate. Currently the group is 
studying minority recruit
ment funding, student service 
fees, foreign student user 
fees, tuition increases and 
other topics.

finance the 1984 Varsity Level 
II sports program. The com
mittee recommended using 
the reserve fund this year be
cause financing from other 
sources was unavailable.

The finance committee will 
present a bill recommending
that the student service fees 
reserve fund not be used to

Varsity Level II sports are 
those on a varsity level of com
petition, but jointly adminis
tered by the athletic and intra
mural departments. Included 
this year is the women’s soccer 
team and the riflery team.

The Senate also will vote on 
a bill which recommends a
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United Press International
DALLAS — An influenza ex

pert said Tuesday that people 
who catch the flu this winter first 
can blame themselves, and then 
take a new drug that will cut the 
duration of their suffering in 
half.

“There is a stoic attitude to
ward this disease,” said Dr. 
Arnold S. Monto, professor of 
epidemiology at the School of 
Public Health at the University 
of Michigan in Ann Arbor. 
“People tend to think there’sjust 
not much they can do about it.”

However, that is no longer 
true, he said. A vaccine is avail
able which can prevent catching 
the flu virus. “And if people do 
get sick they shouldn’t think 
there’s nothing that can be done

ing it with chicken soup, fluids 
and aspirin.”

Monto, who is on a year’s sab
batical as visiting scholar at the 
Institute of Medicine of the Na
tional Academy of Sciences in 
Washington, D.C., participated 
Tuesday in an influenza sympo
sium at the American Public 
Health Association’s annual 
convention.

The symposium was held to 
observe the 50th anniversary of 
the 1933 isolation of the flu virus 
in England.

over age 65. High risk in this 
context means those people 
have a high risk of dying if they 
catch the flu.”

The flu vaccine has under
gone substantial fine tuning 
since its development in the 
1940s, Monto said. It is safe and 
efficient, he said, and necessary 
for people in high risk groups 
and for anyone who does not 
want to be in bed during the 
holidays.
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“People tend to look at in
fluenza as not a serious disease, 
as a disease which does not lead 
to death,” Monto said. “That is 
not true, particularly among the 
high risk groups — those with

We have come way beyond treat-_ respiratory diseases or those

For those who catch the flu, 
Monto said, relief can be deli
vered by the drug amantadine, 
marketed by Du Pont Phar
maceuticals under the brand 
name Symnetrel. Monto said 
amantadine was developed in 
1966, but was not approved for 
use against all Type A viruses

Monto said amantad:: 
down on the multiplies 
the virus within theW 
victim, thereby shorten 
term of the symptoms it 
by half.
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United Press International
DALLAS — A member of the 

Centers for Disease Control in 
Atlanta said Tuesday that the 
search for a cure to Acquired 
Immune Deficiency Syndrome 
is going to test the moral fiber of 
all Americans.

“The intense effort to find a 
cause and cure for AIDS forces 
us to deal with the issues of

mmm

homosexuality and intravenous 
drug abuse in the United 
States,” said Dr. James W. Cur
ran, a member of the CDC’s 
AIDS Task Force.
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Curran, appearing during a 
symposium at the 111th annual 
meeting of the American Public 
Health Association, said AIDS 
research also informs the gener
al public in great detail about the 
gay lifestyle.

The first AIDS case was di
agnosed in 1979, and Curran 
said that as of last week, there 
were 2,687 cases and 1,102 
deaths, a stunning mortality rate 
of 42 percent.

He said 72 percent of the vic
tims were homosexual or bisex
ual men, 17 percent were in
travenous drug users, 5 percent 
were Haitians and the remain
der fell in no special category.

“Aids has a long incubation 
period, perhaps as long as two 
years,” Curran said. ‘‘That 
means the cases we find two 
years from now already are 
programmed.

“Aids will be with us for a long 
time, say until the year 1990. 
That means medical science 
must be committed for the long 
run. Top-notch scientists must 
be willing to work on this prob
lem until at least 1990.

“The gay community will 
have a tough task also, perhaps 
the toughest because it likely will 
continue to have over half of the 
victims. The gay community 
must not overdramatize the _

need for a quick solutiot
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has opened its membership 
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America
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sponsored by MSC Great Issues & Political Forum
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