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School district might R.I. by Paul Dirmeyer
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EL PASO — Officials of the 
rural school district of Socorro 
— confronted with an exploding 
population, already high taxes 
and a small tax base — are study
ing a plan to switch to a 12- 
month school year, officials said 
Monday.

Under the plan, students and 
teachers would go to school for 
the same number of school days 
as they do now. But instead of 
everyone attending school from 
late August to the end of May,

the school year would be divided 
into eight six-week units year- 
round, and every student and 
teacher would attend six of the
units.

School buildings would be 
used all year, but no more than 
about three-ouarters of the stu
dents would be in the buildings 
at the same time, said Bill Sybert, 
superintendent of the Socorro 
Independent School District, 
who added the plan would save 
25 percent in construction costs.

Oswald Glaze, president of

the school board in Socorro, a 
small community east of El Paso, 
said the district could delay 
building a new school for four or 
five years if the plan is im
plemented.

Both Glaze and Sybert are 
anticipating opposition from pa- 
rents, administrators and 
teachers.

Sybert said the community is 
not going to be happy with any 
choice made in the future to
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grapple with the district’s popu
lation explosion. The district 
now has 6,700 students, and it is 
projected to grow to about 9,000 
by the 1986-87 school year, he 
said.

Two years ago the district’s 
tax rate was 64 cents per $100 
assessed valuation, Sybert said. 
Since then, it has nearly doubled 
to $1.14 per $100 assessed 
valuation — compared to the 
state average of 71 cents — be
cause of new construction, offi
cials said.

Texan, Mexican planners 
trying to solve problems
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United Press International
JUAREZ, Mexico — Cities 

along the U.S.-Mexico border 
are joined by common growth 
but separated by different sys-
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The Air Force presently has positions available for 
Clinical Psychology Internships. To qualify, indi
viduals must be presently enrolled in their last year 
of a program leading to a PHD in Psychology. 
Applications must be in by 2 Jan 1984. Interested
applicants should contact Capt Ellis or MSgt 
Thompson (out-of-town, call collect) at (713) 954- 
6762 or 6763.
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Thanksgiving for the year
book!

Yearbook Associates, located at 1700 S. Kyle behind Culpep
per Plaza, will be taking pictures Nov. 11 and Nov. 14-18 
from 8.30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. For more information call 693- 
6756 or 845-2681.

Yearbook Associates will also be taking Junior and Senior pictures at their office Nov. 28-Dec. 2 and at the 
Pavilion Dec. 5-9. No more pictures will be taken alter Dec. 9.

terns of law, an international 
planner said Monday at the 
opening of a four-day regional 
planning conference.

Nestor Valencia of El Paso 
opened the border planning 
conference on a pessimistic 
note, detailing failed attempts at 
bi-national planning.

Planners from El Paso, south
western border states and north
ern Mexico are attending the 
conference, which is expected to 
address border ecological prob
lems.

“There have been numerous 
treaties and agreements 
signed,” Valencia said. “The im

pacts have been short-lived and 
sporadic.”

Valencia said border cities 
such as El Paso and Juarez have 
achieved best results from infor
mal cooperation in solving 
mutual problems. International 
law divides the two communi
ties, he said.

The city planner called for 
creation of a permanent com
mission similar to the U.S.- 
Mexico International Boundary 
and Water Commission.

Valencia said the new com
mission would devise public 
policies to help both sides of the 
(J.S.-Mexico border and work

on common problems suchj 
water pollution, water resource 
and border crossings.

Border crossings alone an 
expected to increase from!! 
million per year to 130 mi*

‘ 21per year by 2000, Valencia said 
“If the situation at the interna 
tional bridges is intolerableno» 
we can imagine what it will ii 
like in the future."

A Mexican representativesmr
das

tional treaties for housingan 
urban development atm 
day’s morning session oftk 
conference.

Supreme Court sidesteps 
silent prayer controversy

United Press International
WASHINGTON — The Sup

reme Court, sidestepping the 
school prayer issue in a New 
Mexico case, refused Monday to 
consider whether states violate 
religious freedom by requiring a 
daily moment of silence in clas
srooms.

The justices, without com
ment, let stand a ruling striking 
down New Mexico’s “One Mi

nute of Silence” statute that 
allows school prayer. A lower 
court has decided that the law 
violated the Constitution’s bar 
against entangling state and reli
gion.

Other challenges to such laws 
are likely to reach the Supreme 
Court in the future, however, 
and the court may decide to re
view one of them. As many as 20 
states, including New York,

Connecticut, Maryland andVi
ginia, have laws allowing a di
moment of silence as a way tog( Parry Smi

Lectim

Bryan-College Station Obstetrics & Gynecology Associates, P.A.

DAVID R. DOSS, M.D. G. MARK MONTGOMERY, M.D

are pleased to announce the association of

LINDA S. DUTTON, R.N., C.N.P.
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control, and minor gynecological problems
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around the Supreme Courfi 
prohibition against prayer! 
public schools.

One appeal may come fra 
New Jersey, where a similarla> Medical Sci 
was ruled unconstitutional Ofl 
24. Tennessee’s law also failed) 
lower court test, butasimilarb 
passed muster in Massachusetli 

The high court’s action cam 
the same day parents of Alafe 
ma students arranged to rent* 
their plea in the Supreme Cob 
to allow their children toprayj 
school.

A U.S. district judge's ruh 
upholding Alabama’s sdiod 
prayer law has been overturnri 
by a federal appeals court,

In other actions Monday,ik 
nine justices, before recessir:j| To submit
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Alternative
Gay Student Services
Metropolitan Community Church
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until Nov. 28:
• Dodged a decision oi 

whether the government n» 
deny financial aid to a college- 
in this case the University 
Miami — because its tradidoni 
relationship with an all 
honor society injected sexdisctt 
mination into the school’sacadi 
mic program

• Refused to reinstate 
$200,000 in child-rearing er 
penses to a Virginia woman win 
conceived the child after sterl 
zation failed. The case wai 
brought by Sandra Hartke.wln 
was represented by her fathet, 
former Indiana Sen. Vance 
Hartke.
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Maryland’s Coppin State Col Matcha and 
lege, which was sued by twoeu building th 
ployees for racial bias in firingiihich was hi 
U.S. appeals court said ike hurricane A 
state’s six-month limit was toe1 Theinjun 
short a time for such cases to be by Attorney 

j' brought.
,, •Refused to hear an appei 
\ from a Baton Rouge, La., rest 

dent, George Hayes, who dial 
’ lenged a $15 traffic ticket all tin 

way to the high court.
With the court again avoiding

school prayer controversy! tids.
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efforts are continuing in Con 
gress to approve a constitutional 
amendment to permit classroom 
prayer. President Reagan has 

, endorsed a version to allow an 
dible prayer; another versiot 
would allow silent prayer oi 
meditation.

In 1981, New Mexico’s leeisl 
ature passed its minute of si 
lence statute that allows local 
school boards to “authorize a 
period of silence not to exceed 
one minute at the beginning of 
the school day (to) be used foi 
contemplation, meditation or 
prayer.”

Jerry Duffy, whose son was a 
student in the Las Cruces school 
district, challenged the practice 
and won a ruling by U.S. Distrid 
Juan Burciaga, who said: Ttis 
clear that the pre-eminent pur 
pose was to establish a devotion' 
al exercise in the classrooms of 
New Mexico public schools.”

The 10th U.S. Circuit Court 
of Appeals refused to review the 
ruling. When the school board 
voted unanimously not to 
appeal, a New Mexico resident 
asked the Supreme Court tostep
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