
Military mortuary prepares 
for bodies of slain Marines

United Press International
mostly Marines, were confirmed 
dead on Thursday.

notice when 
Frankfurt.

the planes leave

DOVER AIR FORCE BASE, 
Del. — Preparations to honor 
more than 200 Americans killed 
in Beirut were made Thursday 
as the Dover AFB military mor
tuary braced for its largest in
flux of bodies since the mass 
suicide in Jonestown.

try. The one-story concrete 
structure, opened in 1968, can 
handle up to 1,000 bodies.

which will be held in ay 
before the bodies are nil 
the military mortuary

Air Force Lt. Jim Sahli, a 
Dover public affairs officer, said 
the bodies were being taken 
from Beirut to Frankfurt, West 
Germany, and from there would 
be flown to Dover.

The death toll continued to 
grow in Sunday’s bombing of a 
Marine headquarters at the 
Beirut airport. The Marine 
Corps said 221 Americans,

“I don’t know when they will 
arrive, what type of aircraft they 
will arrive in, or how many 
bodies will come in at once,” he 
said, adding that the base would 
get about eight hours advance

Marine escorts will 
accompany each fal
len comrade to his 
hometown for burial 
after ceremonies 
Dover AFB.

at

A 20-member Marine liaison 
team is in Dover to help coordin
ate ceremonies to honor the 
dead Marines and to answer 
questions from family members 
calling for information about 
sons and husbands in Beirut.

He said Marine es® 
accompany each fallen J 
to his hometown for y

This will be the law 
her of bodies at the r 
since the 1978 inassiJ 
Jonestown, Guyana,M

Dover maintains the largest 
military mortuary in the coun-

Sahli said that Marine honor 
and color guards, the Marine 
Band and a Navy chaplain will 
preside over the ceremonies,

“We handled! 
then,” he said.

“One thing abouuoiij 
Dover, you don't fotjJ 
number."

Embryo transfer tested in monkeys

Infertile women could give birth
United Press International

CHICAGO — A technique 
has been developed to permit in

fertile women without ovaries to 
receive a donor embryo, carry,
deliver and even breastfeed the
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ing each presentation.
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baby, a government researcher 
announced Thursday.

Surrogate embryo transfer is 
now performed only on women 
with functioning ovaries. But 
the new techniuue, combined 
with hormonal tnerapy, would 
help an estimated 100,000 to 
200,000 women without func
tioning ovaries, said Gary D. 
Hodgen, chief of the National 
Institutes of Health pregnancy 
research branch-

This technique is for the 
woman who has no way to have a 
baby and has no other options, 
Hodgen said in an interview.

“This is a whole new oppor
tunity never before presented to 
these couples — that’s signifi
cant,” he said. “This mav be the 
new hope and the only hope 
they have of actually experienc
ing the pregnancy and giving 
birth to a child.”

In the Journal of the Amer
ican Medical Association, 
Hodgen reported an experi
ment in which 11 of 17 monkey 
embryos were successfully trans
ferred to rhesus monkeys whose 
ovaries have been surgically re
moved. Four recipients became 
pregnant and gave birth.

“There is nothing biologically 
that is a barrier to attempting it 
immediately” in humans, 
Hodgen said. But he cautioned 
that ethical and legal issues first 
must be considered.

Potential candidates would

have a “competent” uterus but 
would lack eggs for fertilization 
and hormones normally pro
duced by ovaries — estrogen 
and progesterone.

The egg from the donor 
would be collected from her re
productive tract, fertilized with 
sperm of the recipient’s hus
band, and then transferred to 
the recipient’s womb.

In the experiment, Hodgen 
implanted a tiny plastic tube
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This technique may 
be the only hope in
fertile women ha ve of 
actually experiencing 
pregnancy and giving 
birth to a child.

under the monkey’s skin that 
slowly released estrogen for two 
weeks to develop the lining of 
the womb — then progesterone 
to allow the fertilized egg to 
attach to the womb.

"The primate results suggest 
that this will probably be effec
tive for the treatment of human 
infertility,” he said. “Ethically, 
we must decide as a society if we 
are willing to apply this form of 
infertility treatment."
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