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Aggie FB Smith sees 
bright future ahead
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H Texas A&M fullback George Smith, shown 
I here against Houston, says youth has been
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the Aggies’ main problem this season. ‘The 
future here looks great,’ Smith said Tuesday.

by John P. Lopez 

Battalion Staff

Texas A&M fullback George 
Smith is always ready to talk ab
out his career goals —just ask 
him how things are going and 
the Douglass, Ga., native will be 
happy to tell you.

“Well, I feel like I’m moving 
along at a good pace,” Smith 
said. “I still have a ways to go, but 
I think I keep getting better ev
ery day, and I’m gaining confi
dence in myself. I feel like I did a 
good job on my history and poli
tical science, but we’ll have to see 
when midterms come out.”

History? Political Science? 
Midterms?

Yes, Smith wasn’t talking ab
out his career plans in football or 
the Aggies’ chances of pulling 
out a winning season this year — 
those are the least of his worries.

No, Smith was talking about 
his dream of getting a college 
degree, going to law school and 
becoming an FBI agent. But if 
you want to talk football, the 6-0, 
230-pound fullback is as good a 
source as any. After all, he is 
averaging five yards a carry and 
is coming off what Aggies’ coach 
Jackie Sherrill calls his two best 
games ever at Texas A&M.

“I’m not worried about the 
football program here at A&M,” 
Smith said. “A lot of people are

George Smith
saying we’re going to have 
another losing year, but I don’t 
believe that. You can just look at 
the guys this year and you can 
see that Coach Sherrill is build
ing a program here like no
where else in the country. The 
future here looks great. And 
that includes the rest of the 
season.

“We’re all confident about 
playing Rice Saturday and going 
on to beat SMU and Arkansas. I 
don’t see any reason why we 
shouldn’t be 6-3-1 going into the 
Texas game.”

Smith is confident — to say 
the least — but skeptics would 
ask why the Aggies are just now 
starting to play the kind of foot

ball they are capable of playing.
“We’re all so young, and 

we’re all still learning,” Smith 
said. “And we’re playing the 
same guys every week for the 
first time all year. It’s the kind of 
situation where everybody is fin
ally getting to feel good about 
each other and is playing better

as a team. And the season is a 
long way from being over.

Regardless of how everybody 
on the Aggies, A&M cannot 
afford to lose many more games 
and still expect a bowl bid. 
Again, the ever-confident Smith 
has an answer.

“I feel like I’m becoming a 
more complete fullback,” he 
continued, “but more impor
tant, I’m becoming a team full
back. I’ll block on every down if 
that’s what it takes to have a win
ning season, and I feel that’s the 
way everybody on this team 
feels.”

“You never know,” he said, 
“with a break here and a break 
there, we just might go to the 
Cotton Bowl if SMU and Texas 
lose a game and we win the rest 
of ours. But the key is us winning 
the rest of our games — and we 
can do it.”

And if Smith’s confidence 
carries over to the playing field, 
who wants to argue with a confi
dent, determined future FBI 
agent?
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Razorback-Cougar contest
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first career start at quarterback 
against Houston.

Yeoman said he expected to 
see Taylor under center for the 
Razorbacks in tire 2 p.m. game.

“We’re planning on him 
(Taylor) playing,” Yeoman said. 
“That’s what we’ve been prepar
ing for.”

Yeoman said he was impress
ed with the way Reed ran the 
option against Texas last week 
•^fler Taylor was injured.
' “Reed has excellent quick

ness and runs the option well,” 
Yeoman said. “But we’ve run 
enough against Te option that 
we shouldn’t have big prob
lems.”

Houston is in the top 10 na
tionally in total offense, but the 
Cougars have stumbled to a 2-4 
start. Yeoman said turnovers 
have been a major reason.

“I’m told we’ve had 26 drives 
of 50 yards or more,” Yeoman 
said, “and only 11 of those got 
points on the board. We’ve lost a 
lot of fumbles inside the oppo
nents’ 20-yard line.”

Yeoman said the Cougars 
have cut back on the turnovers

“Nobody has stopped them (the C 
but they have had a plague of turnovers. 
We cannot count on turnovers, 
made a lot .of turnovers in past years but 
they never seem to make very many against 
Arkansas. ” — Razorback coach Lou Holtz 
on Saturday’s Arkansas-Houston c

:

in recent games and hope to con
tinue the process.

The Cougar defense is giving 
up more than 27 points per 
game, a school record if ex
tended over a full season. Yeo
man attributed the problem to 
not “tackling guys before they 
get to the end zone.”

Holtz said the Cougars have 
shown a tendency to give up big 
plays defensively and have also 
been hurt by turnovers and the 
resulting field position prob
lems.

“When they’ve turned the

ball over deep in their own terri
tory,” Holtz said, “it’s put their 
defense in a bind.

“Nobody has stopped them,’ 
Holtz said, “but they have had a 
plague of turnovers. We cannot 
count on turnovers. They’ve 
made a lot of turnovers in past 
years but they never seem to 
make very many against 
Arkansas.”

Houston had an open date a 
week ago. Yeoman said the 
Cougars used the free week to 
give more work to some of their 
young players, including sopho- 
more quarterback Quince 
Harris.

Holtz compared the three 
Cougar quarterbacks — Harris, 
freshman Gerald Landry and 
senior Lionel Wilson — to Yeo
man’s long line of talented quar
terbacks including Danny Davis 
and Delrick Brown.

“Their quarterbacks are all 
out of the same mold,” Holtz 
said, “except Wilson, who is 
bigger.”

Holtz said the Cougars are an 
“explosive offensive football 
team with tremendous speed at 
the skill positions.” He also wor
ried about the ability of Houston 
defenders T.J. Turner, De- 
Wayne Calloway and Simon 
Fletcher.

“Their defense is big and 
strong,” Holtz said. “I’m im
pressed with the way their line
backers play, and the secondary 
has good speed.”
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WORK WITH THE BEST
Be an engineering officer in the Air Force 
The Air Force is forging a new frontier in 
advanced technology.
If you have an electrical or aeronautical 
engineering degree, you may qualify to 
work with the best and receive all the 
outstanding advantages and opportunities 
the Air Force offers.

Contact: SSgt. PAUL BROODUS 
4091 846-5521 

College Station, TX

A greet way oi life
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AGGIES 
ARE THE

RIGHT TYPE!
Give a part of yourself

at the AGGIE BLOOD DRIVE
Oct.24-27

Blocker & Sbisa llam-6pm 
MSC Commons Pavilion llam-9pm

Sponsored by Wadley Central Blood Bank, APO, OPA and 
Student Government.

AGGIES vs. OWLS
FOOTBALL SPECIAL

$39.00
SINGLE OR DOUBLE OCCUPANCY

Harvest House
HOTEL

PLUS TWO FREE DRINKS
AT

todd’s
southwest

7901 Southwest Freeway 
Houston, Texas 7707A

(713) 777-2389


