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States show increase

Employment rates rise
United Press International

WASHINGTON — Unemploy
ment improved in two-thirds of 
the states during the 12-month 
period that ended in July, the 
Labor Department reported 
Wednesday, with only seven 
states showing over-the-year in
creases of 1 percentage point or 
more.

West Virginia, at 17.4 percent, 
had the highest jobless rate by a 
wide margin for the month in un
adjusted data by the department s 
Bureau of Labor Statistics, while. 
Laredo, Texas, remained as the 
highest metropolitan area at 26.2 
percent.

Among cities, McAllen-Pharr-
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Edinburg, Texas, at 21.1 percent 
was second highest and John
stown, Pa., third at 19.3 percent.

At the other end, North Dakota 
was the lowest state at 4.3 per
cent, and Sioux Falls, S.D., the 
lowest metropolitan area at 3.9 
percent, followed by Bryan- 
College Station, Texas, and Stam
ford, Conn., both at 4 percent.

The data compares to an unad
justed nationwide rate of 9.4 per
cent in July.

The national unadjusted rate 
fell to 9.2 percent in August, while 
the seasonally adjusted rate, 
which takes into account weather, 
school closings and other factors, 
was 9.5 percent in both July and 
August.

Largest declines among states 
came in New Hampshire, 9.1 per
cent to 5.6 percent, and Mas
sachusetts, 9.6 percent to 6.2 per
cent, with 13 other states ex
periencing drops of between 1 
percentage point and 2 percen
tage points.

In contrast, the department 
said only seven states increased

joblessness by 1 percentage point 
or more, with the largest occuring 
in states were energy extraction 
activity was curtailed — West Vir
ginia, up from 14.1 percent to 17.4 
percent; Wyoming, up from 5.9 
percent to 8.7 percent, and Okla
homa, up from 6 percent to 8.6 
percent.

Other states with hikes of 1 per
centage point or more were 
Louisiana, Mississippi, Texas and 
Utah.

Among the 225 metropolitan 
areas reporting for July — no local 
figures were reported for Michi
gan and Kentucky — jobless rates 
fell by 2 percentage points or more 
in 35 areas, with the largest in 
New Bedford, Mass., down from 
15.4 percent to 9.1 percent; and 
Manchester, N.H., down from 
11.8 percent to 6.1 percent.

Of 15 areas showing increases of 
2 percentage points or more, eight 
were in Texas where local econo
mies depend on oil production 
and related products or trade at 
the Mexican border. Laredo had 
the largest over-the-year jump, 
from 14.2 percent to 26.2 percent.

Ex-Reagan official 
suggested for post

United Press International
WASHINGTON — A former 

Texas campaign coordinator for 
President Reagan is now a can
didate for a presidential 
appointment as assistant In
terior secretary in charge of the 
Pacific Island territories.

Richard Montoya, 35, of Las 
Cruces, N.M., has been a depu
ty assistant interior secretary 
since February and became 
acting assistant secretary of ter
ritorial and international affairs 
after Pedro Sanjuan resigned, 
Aug. 18.

Sanjuan, 53, who had served 
in the post for two years, be

came director of political affairs 
for the United Nations after his 
resignation from the Interior 
Department Sept. 6.

Reagan may choose a perma
nent successor to the $67,200-a- 
year job this week, an Interior 
Department source said Tues
day. The nomination must be 
confirmed by the Senate.

Before coming to Washing
ton this year, Montoya was ex
ecutive director of regional de
velopment for Gov. Bill Cle
ments.

Montoya was also Clements’ 
senior adviser on international 
affairs, international trade and
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COMPARE COMPARE COMPARE COMPARE
Compare the cost of a 
complete meal at the 
Memorial Student Cen
ter with the cost of a 
similar meal anywhere 
else.

Compare the cost of a 
complete evening meal at 
the Memorial Student Cen
ter with the cost of a ham
burger, cola, and french 
fries anywhere else.

Compare the nutritional 
value of an evening meal at 
the Memorial Student Cen
ter with a snack for the 
same or similar price 
anywhere else.

Compare the cost of an 
evening meal at the Memo
rial Student Center 
Cafeteria with the cost of a 
meal prepared at home. 
Many agree that it is less 
expensive to dine at the

United Press International
WASHINGTON — A Senate 

staff member calls it “black bag 
money. Other critics describe 
the $1 million that Defense De
partment escort officers spend on 
meals, lodging and transportation 
for members of Congress on over
seas trips as a slush fund.

For many of the same items,

House and Senate members col
lect daily allowances from an unli
mited congressional travel 
account.

Nathaniel Pollard, a State De
partment accounting supervisor 
who reviews congressional ex
pense vouchers, said he can recall 
no instances in which a congress
man returned any of his daily ex-
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WASHINGTON-Wheat ti
mers who idle acreage undern5 
year’s farm program will be elij 
hie for greater federal crop ins* 
ance protection against era; 
the Agriculture Department si 
Wednesday.

Farmers who participate inb 
wheat program will get 
yield guarantees, which repress 
the amount of production the fd 
eral Crop Insurance Corp.'« 
promise to insured farmers ini*1 
event of crop losses.

“The increase in yield gua 
tee is automatic for insured 
mers participating in the aertf 
reduction programs and invol'< 
no increase in premium, 
Merritt Sprague, manager 
department’s crop insurance t* 
poration.

In August, the Reagan admin-1 
tration announced that tlit; 
would be a second year of a pi 
ment-in-kind program for wb* 
because wheat supplies re# 
large after one year of the proj# 
in which farmers got commodity 
in exchange for idling acreage 

Agriculture Secretary J»* 
Block has said there will 
payment-in-kind program fork 
grains because this year’s crop*1 
severely reduced by drought 

If an insured farmer particip^ 
in the minimum wheat progfi 
that calls for a 30 percent acre^ 
reduction, the crop insuran 
agency would automatically 
crease the yield guarantee h 
percent, Sprague said.

If a farmer put 30 percent oj- 
acreage into the program 
percent into the payment-in-fe1 
program, he would get an 8 P* 
cent increase in yield guaranty 
Putting 20 percent of acreage i* 
payment-in-kind would be $ 

pled with a 10 percent incre# 
a yield guarantee.

un to some.

PEfi
AU

Friday,

We
Buffets im 
ton soup, 
Pork, beel


