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\m MCftAMAHA by Jeff Millar & Bill Hinds

(continued from page 15)
■tuel said after seeing last 
pis problems with blocking 
(or the running attack, his 
em|ihasis this spring sought to 

reel that problem.
“This spring we emphasized 
stronger running game, a 

lore basic type running game

>, pnd a running game that will 
1 Tflinplement what we’re doing 
U liking the football,” Ruel

■ “Everybody knows that the 
thing you can do for your 

I 11 I Btball team is to have a good 
Kj cllninning attack. You’re able to 

■itrol the ball better. There
______'we something like 18 teams

out of the top 20 teams last year 
thai ran the ball better than they 
Mew it.
I “We don’t believe that’s 
|cessary,” he said. “(But) we 
■eve that we ought to be able 

Sdo both well. The way de- 
Ises are playing these days, 

they can take away the running 
Jreby stacking up the defen- 
H front. If you’re not able to

throw the ball you’re in for a 
long day. If they’re loosening up 
trying to take away things from 
the passing game, you have to be 
able to run the football.”

Ruel attributed last year’s dif
ficulties with the running game 
to injuries to backs, a possible 
lack of emphasis on the running 
game and a lack of experience.

Although the first five or six 
offensive lineman now have that 
experience, there is a depth 
problem, and it’s possible the 
only solution will be to break in 
the incoming freshmen early. 
But Ruel said it’s risky to have to 
depend on youngsters.

“You can’t count on them to 
come in and pick it up for two 
different reasons,” he said. 
“Number one is that it’s their 
first time to be associated with it, 
because it’s a brand new learn
ing experience. Number two is 
that they’re usually not physical
ly ready to handle Southwest 
Conference football as a 
freshman.

“The skill positions usually

have a little more advantage in 
that area that they can step in a 
little quicker. The offensive line, 
tight end, quarterback, those 
positions need people who can 
physically handle the job.”

So not only does Ruel’s plan 
include gaining strength along 
the offensive front, but also 
finding a larger number of 
strong linemen for depth pur
poses.

“What you want is not just 
five or six,” Ruel said. “You want 
10. Then you’re not in such a

Erecarious position when some- 
ody gets hurt. Right now, if we 
have a few kids get hurt, we have 

to worry about the success of our 
offense.”

Softball
(continued from page 15)

against Louisiana Tech.”
As for McDonald’s degree of 

recovery, Brock said most of the 
problems are a result of lack of 
playing time. McDonald pitched 
her first complete game in more 
than a month against Nebraska 
in last weekend’s Nebraska In
vitational. The Aggies won that 
one, 5-0.

“She’s been a little bit out of 
practice on her rise ball, so it 
didn’t work quite as much,” 
Brock said. “We charted her a 
whole lot in the first four innings 
of the game, and she’s trying to 
throw the rise and the drop, 
which she’s well known for.”

Brock said McDonald threw 
about 56 pitches in first four in
nings using both the rise and the 
drop. In the last three innings, 
she pitched the drop alone, 
changing only the speed of the 
pitch from time to time. That 
resulted in a total of only about 
23 pitches in that three-inning 
period.

“Shan is famous for her drop 
ball,” Brock said. “With her in
juries and seeing her throw the 
drop ball as effectively as she 
did, that is a very, very good 
sign, because she’s just not going

Bob Brock relieved to see 
Shan McDonald pitch well

ery. the team itself has benefited 
by learning a lesson or two dur- 
to get beat on that drop ball.” 

Besides McDonald’s recov

ing this last road trip, Brock 
said. Unranked Creighton pro
vided the Aggies with a tip on 
ways to improve by handing 
Texas A&M a 1-0 loss in the first 
game of the Nebraska tourney.

Brock said that game taught 
his team not to take anybody 
lightly. The Aggies beat 
Creighton Sunday in the cham
pionship game.

“A lot of times when we play 
teams, they’re playing the World 
Series against us,” Brock said. 
“As much as I tried to get them 
up for that game, they realized 
that Creighton had been strug
gling a little bit this year. Lo and 
behold they beat us the first 
game. But yet on the other 
hand, we turn right around and 
come back and play the kind of 
ball that we’re used to playing.

“I think this past tournament 
taught me a lot. I was able to 
point out to the team what I’ve 
been saying off and on all year. 
And when we get to these re
gional tournaments and these 
national tournaments there’s no 
bad games. You have to play 
them all the same.

The NCAA regionals are 
coming up May 12 for the 
Aggies, who will be one of two 
teams from this region to play in

a best-of-three mini-series. Six
teen teams around the nation 
will play in eight regional mini
series.

The good news for the 
Aggies is that they have a good 
chance of hosting their regional 
series. Brock said confirmation 
will probably come Monday. 
That’s good news since the 
Aggies have a home record of 
12-0.

The second-ranked Aggies 
are 33-9 this spring, and all nine 
losses have come on the road. 
Even more interesting is the fact 
that most of the Aggies’ games 
have been against Top 20 teams.

Brock said his schedule has' 
helped his team mature.

“I would say that my schedule ; 
has made us more experienced,” ; 
Brock said. “But we are subject - 
to a breakdown every now and 
then, because of the youngness 
of our ball team. But yet we ha- j 
ven’t had many of those lately.”

After today’s double-header, ■ 
the Aggies will travel to Alvin on " 
Sunday to play Sam Houston 
State, but that will be a scrim- 
mage that won’t count as a vic
tory or loss. Texas A&M will 
come home for another game 
against Sam Houston on 
Wednesday.

Tools for Foreign Travel
Touring and exploring the far flung corners 

of the world will be more pleasurable with 
careful planning and the right gear.

Camera 
Belt Pack
leavas hands free 
to hike, bike,orski 
Padded dividers for 
camera, lenses, f i Im.

Baggie Swim^horts
quick drying these

brightly colored shorts 
.work equaliy well on 

land or sea

Express Luggage
combines proven design 
and quality materials for 
miles of carefree travel .

Crusher Hats
in waterproof Goretex 
poplin,terry cloth 
f wool

RocSport Walking Shoes
comfort and durability 

for men 4 women
Malgene Bottles
all foreign travelers 
need water bottles.

Travel Boxes
for soap> tooth 
paste, toothbrush, 

pil Is 4 more •
Colored

__ Zipper Bags
^ Help organize your goodies-

Sierra Designs 60/40 Parkaj
keep dry and warm in a -• 
travel

Maps> GuidesPhrase Books
our extensive select ion of budget travel 
literature is an adventure in itself.

Swiss Arm\j Knife
don't leave home without it

Ray-ban.

Quartz. Clock
features lighted

Binoculars dial 4 beep alarm
by Pentax ,Swift,
Bu^Hnel l .

First Aid Kits
including a 
the basics

Passport Carriers
map cases, money belts 
wallets,4 other organizers.

we've been providing our friends with tools and advice 
_ _, travel. If you are planning atrip be sure to stop by
Travel Checklist.

sharing and comparing travel experiences, so be sure 
where you're headed.... and send us a postcard for our co lection .< ;

Earth Provision Go
College Station 846-8794


