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Peace Corps volunteers 
work to create good will
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United Press International
SINGBURI, Thailand —Buf

feted by more than 20 years of 
turmoil and change, a tiny spark 
of the 1960s American idealism 
that launched the Peace Corps 
lives on in rural Thailand.

Quietly and without fanfare, 
young and old Americans con
tinue to volunteer two years of 
their lives for the old-fashioned 
notion of helping others.

“I sometimes think if I can 
just create good will, I’m doing 
okay,” said Reed J. Aeschliman, 
one of 178 Peace Corps volun
teers serving in Thailand. He is 
the only volunteer in Singburi 
Province, a rice-growing area 75 
miles north of Bangkok.

Aeschliman, 25, grew up on a 
farm near Wauseon, Ohio, and 
is putting his agriculture back
ground to use as an adviser to 
4-H clubs scattered throughout 
the province.

“I try to convince the people I 
work with that Americans and 
foreigners in general are not al
ways right and they have to de
velop their own solutions to 
their own problems,” he said.

“I’m not sure I’m always suc
cessful, but I try,” he said.

The Peace Corps currently 
has about 5,200 volunteers

working in 64 countries and is 
hoping to increase public aware
ness of its work after years of 
near obscurity in the United 
States, Peace Corps Director 
Loret Ruppe said recently.

“The Peace Corps really had 
problems during the 1970s be
cause it was coming out of a lot 
of misperceptions of the ’60s,” 
Ruppe said.

“It was growing, improving 
and learning from its mistakes

Quietly and without 
fanfare, young and old 
Americans continue to 
volunteer two years of 
their lives for the old- 
fashioned notion of 
helping others.

done in America, where too 
many Americans do not realize 
the Peace Corps is alive and 
doing tremendous work all 
around the world.”

Overseas, she said, people do 
not need to be reminded of the 
Peace Corps, which has more re
quests for volunteers than it can 
fill, especially for engineers and 
science and mathematics 
teachers.

There also is a constant de
mand for English language 
teachers that is much easier to 
fill than requests for technical 
skills, Ruppe said.

William Landis, of San Diego, 
Calif., teaches English at the 
Bunnak Phittayakhom in 
Chainat Province.

Ruppe, appointed Peace 
Corps director by President 
Reagan in 1981, said the econo
mic recession and the shortage 
of jobs for recent college gradu
ates was a boon to recruitment of 
volunteers, especially those with 
technical skills,

“We do think economic con
ditions in some ways are helping 
us,” she said. “It certainly is 
generating more interest. It 
helps us in the scarce skills. En
gineers, for example, are not 
being snapped up by employers 
now due to the economic situa
tion. i

but it had to overcome during 
the ’70s the lack of public aware
ness due to the ramifications of 
Vietnam and misperceptions of 
everyone (in the Peace Corps) 
being a hippie.

“I feel our work has to be

A graduate of the University 
of California at Berkeley, Landis 
teaches English to all grades at 
the high school as well as main
taining a wide range of extracur
ricular programs in education 
and vocational studies.

“What I’m trying to do now is 
to make the community realize 
the school is not just for the stu- 
tlents,” he said. “I want them to 
realize t he library and other faci
lities are for the community as a 
whole,” he said.

“We also get a lot of calls and 
applications from people who 
are unemployed but, unfortun
ately, do not have the skills that 
are needed by a volunteer.”

The volunteers who come to 
Thailand will not be faced with 
unemployment for two years, 
but are unlikely to become weal
thy on their monthly stipend of 
about $200.
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However, like other Peace 
Corps volunteers, they are enti
tled to a readjustment allowance 
of $175 for each month of ser
vice, which amounts to a tidy 
sum at the end of their two-year 
term.

SAVE UP TO $800.
ON THE HP 87 XM 

ONLY $2695.50
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You already know their 
reputation for excellence in 
computers, but you should know 
they’re on sale at Young Electronics!
Plus!
• WORD-80 Word Processor
• FILE-80 Data Base
• VISICALC PLUS

ONLY: $250.00 
($750.00 Value!)
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Ever see a bike fly?
staff photo by (

Robin Doerre, a sophomore interior Considering the number of bicydt
design student from Austin, ponders stolen on campus, this may
a solution for retrieving her bicycle. new way to prevent theft.

YOUNG ELECTRONICS
1804 Brothers Boulevard / College Station / 693-8080

6 6 THEN THE LONGHORN SAID
“And thanks largely to our SCONA experience, to the entire 
A&M population we reluctantly confess a heretofore well guard
ed secret: It strikes us that to be an Aggie is an honor of which 
one can be most proud. ”

UT Delegates 
MSC SCONA 28

DISCOVER WHAT’S CHANGING 
THEIR MINDS

MSC STUDENT CONFERENCE
ON

NATIONAL AFFAIRS

NEW
MEMBER
INTERVIEWS

APPLICATIONS 
AVAILABLE 

ROOM 216 MSC

MARCH 21 — APRIL 1

M.B.A.
INFORMATION NIGHT 

FOR ALL MAJORS
Have your questions 
answered about the 

M.B.A. program
THURSDAY, MARCH 31 

7 P.M.
ROOM 156

ACADEMIC & AGENCY BLDG.
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United Press International!
AUSTIN — If potential 

on escapees listen toaTexal 
maker, their timeoKthtlisf 
be brief.

ed illI he 1 louse approv 
troduction of a bill laieW 
day that would requireii 
who find it “necessary”to 
I rom prison to turn 
in to authorities within24 
of their flight.
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“11 the conditions he’s 
exposed to in prison requil 
to escape, he must turn! 
in within 2,4 hours to 
necessity in an escape,”sail 
Hill Kemp, D-Manvel, ' 
author.

MONDAY EVENING TUESDAY EVENING
SPECIAL SPECIAL

Salisoury Steak 
with

Mexican Fiesta
Dinner

Mushroom Gravy Two Cheese and
Onion Enchiladas

Whipped Potatoes w chili
Your Choice of Mexican Rice
One Vegetable Patio Style Pinto Beans

Roll or. Corn Bread and Butter Tostadas
Coffee or Tea Coffee or Tea

One Corn Bread and Butter

MSC
Cafeteria

Now Better Than Ever. You Will Be Pleased W 
These Carefully Prepared and Taste Tempting Fo
Each Daily Special Only $2.39 Pluslaij

“Open Daily’’
Dining: 11 A.M. to 1:30 P.M. — 4:00 P.M. to 7:00

WEDNESDAY 
EVENING SPECIAL

Chicken Fried Steak 
w cream Gravy 

Whipped Potatoes and 
Choice of one other 

Vegetable
Roll or Corn Bread and BulteiJ 

Coffee or Tea
If

THURSDAY EVENING SPECIAL
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Italian Candle Light Spaghetti Dinner 
SERVED WITH SPICED MEAT BALLS AND SAUCE 

Parmesan Cheese - Tossed Green Salad 
Choice of Salad Dressing — Hot Garlic Bread 

Tea or Coffee
FOR YOUR PROTtCTION OUR PERSONNEL HAVE HEALTH CARDS.

FRIDAY EVENING 
SPECIAL

BREADED FISH 
FILET w TARTAR 

SAUCE
Cole Slaw 

Hush Puppies 
Choice of one 

vegetable
Roll or Corn Bread & Butter 

Tea or Coffee

SATURDAY SUNDAY SPECIAL
NOON and EVENING NOON and EVENING

SPECIAL ROAST TURKEY DINNE
Yankee Pot Roast Served with

Texas Style Cranberry Sauce

(Tossed Salad) Cornbread Dressing 
Roll or Corn Bread - Butter-

Mashed Coffee or Tea
Potato w Giblet Gravy

gravy And your choice of any
Roll or Corn Bread & Butter One vegetable

Tea or Coffee

“Quality First”!


