
Guy Lewis says to blame 
refs for Barnhill problems

United Press International
HOUSTON — Houston 

Cougar coach Guy Lewis says 
the blame should be on “intimi
dated” Southwest Conference 
referees, not on Arkansas bois
terous fans, for the inequal 
treatment visiting teams feel

they receive when they play the 
Razorbacks in Fayetteville, Ark.

Not once, Lewis said on Mon
day, has he seen Arkansas school 
officals “feed an .official to the 
fans” in Barnhill Arena, and yet 
experienced conference re
ferees continually let the crowd

and Razorbacks’ head coach 
Eddie Sutton influence their de-
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cisions.
The Cougars, 23-2, play at 

Barnhill Thursday against, the 
Razorbacks, 24-1, in the biggest 
SWC game in years, The SWC 
championship and possibly a na
tional championship are at 
stake.

Referees’ decisions will be 
crucial.

“The last three years up 
there, the fans haven’t intimi
dated our team,” Lewis said. 
“ The problem we have and ev
erybody else has — and I know 
this is gonna make some people 
mad — is the intimidation of 
officials (referees).

“If officials would hang in 
there like the players do, you 
wouldn’t see much griping ab
out the crowd,” he said.

Other SWC coaches haven’t 
been as nice this year in state
ments about the Fayetteville 
fans. Many visitors describe 
them as obscene and dangerous.
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Southwest Conference in 1976, 
the Cougars have lost at Bar
nhill. They’ve never won there.

In their first visit, the Cougars 
were intimidated into the worst 
loss in the school’s history de
spite having Otis Birdsong on 
their side.

The Cougars apparently have 
learned to handle the crowd 
noise and to prepare for the ac
tions around the bench area by 
Arkansas head coach Eddie 
Sutton.

“I notice Sutton. How can you 
help but see him doing his act,” 
Cougar forward Clyde Drexler 
said. “But you get by with what 
you can. If I could intimidate the 
referees, I’d try. Sutton does' a 
good job.”

Lewis describes Sutton as the 
“conductor” orchestrating the 
home crowd. As far the Razor- 
back fans themselves, Lewis 
would love to coach in front of 
them.

“I don’t find any fault with the 
crowd. I really don’t,” he said. “I 
think they are a great basketball 
crowd. I think they do exactly 
what Eddie wants them to do. If 
you’d listen to what he says on 
his TV show, you’d know he 
takes great pride in getting the 
crowd to back him.”

Sutton is 89-6 at Barnhill. 
When his team is winning easily, 
he acts differently, Lewis said.

“But you get close to them 
and he will wave that baton,” he 
said.

Lewis would much prefer a 
barnburner at Barnhill than a 
game against the Virginia Cava
liers in Tokyo, Japan. (The 
Cougars played there against 
the Cavs and lost 72-63).

“Over in Japan, the people 
were great. But they were so po
lite they didn’t get into the game.
I didn’t like that,” he said.

Fayetteville is the only place 
where Lewis feels the referees 
are affected by the fans.

“I’ve been to Rome and I’ve 
seen where they threw the 
Christians to the lions,” he said.

“But I’ve never seen Arkansas 
feed a referee to the fans. If it 
was a lions’ den, maybe the offi
cials would have to worry.”
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Coin flip could decide 
SWC third-place fir

From staff and wire reports
Texas A&M’s 96-59 victory over 
the Texas Longhorns not only 
boosted the Aggies’ Southwest 
Conference record to 9-6, but it 
also pushed them into into a tie 
with TCU for third place.

Both teams have one more 
game to play before the SWC 
tournament — the Aggies play 
Texas Tech in Lubbock on 
Saturday and TCU plays SMU 
Wednesday. Both teams need to 
win to stay in the hunt for third 
place.

The team that finishes third 
in the conference race does not 
have to play a first-round game 
in the tournament, which opens 
next Monday at three sites
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MIAMI — Cary Koch, who 

went into the final round of the 
$300,000 Doral Open golf tour
nament four strokes ahead, 
didn’t miss a heat and won by 
five.

Runner-up Ed Fiori put it 
best when he said: “He just nev 
er missed a shot. He was down 
the middle of the fairways, he hit 
the greens and he made the 
putts. After he birched the f2th 
and 13th holes, he should have 
been ordering fried chicken to 
celebrate on the 14th tee.”

Koch came up with a 2- 
under-par 70 in Monday’s rain- 
delayed, final round over the 
7,065-yard Doral course, which 
lived up to its reputation as the 
“Blue Monster” as gusty winds 
of 25 mph held up the scores.

Fiori shot a 71 to finish at 
12-under-par 276, five shots 
back. George Burns was another 
stroke behind at 277 after a 71

Monday. Next ai 
278 were two-t itn 
Ray Floyd and I 
and Kite shot 7 
round.
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