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Scientists inspect rattles

Testing protects infants
United Press International

GAITHERSBURG, Md. — 
At a federal compound once 
used to protect the nation’s 
capital from enemy missiles, re
searchers now work to guard in
fants against unsafe rattles, and 
everyone from hazardous toas
ters.

The facility is the Consumer 
Product Safety Commission's 
engineering laboratory. Each 
year it tests as many items as can 
be found in a department store 
catalogue.

“We like to consider 
ourselves the backbone of the 
commission,” said William Wal

ton, the CPSC’s engineering di
rector who oversees the lab. “We 
are also its technical integrity.”

Over the past decade the 
CPSC has ordered 3,100 recalls 
involving 290 million product 
units. It has also imposed stan
dards on countless other pro
ducts designed to prevent injury 
and death.

The lab is housed in six stark 
cinclerblock buildings on a roll
ing 8-acre site 20 miles from 
Washington, D.C.

Researchers opened shop in 
1976, three years al ter the CPSC 
was created and several years af
ter the compound was vacated

by its previous tenant, a Nike 
missile base.

Inside the buildings, en
gineers and technicians use 
technological wizardry and old- 
fashioned common sense to dis
sect, probe and explore every
thing from teddy bears and 
lawnmowers to coffee makers 
and 10-speed bicycles.

Their tools vary.
They have Rube Goldberg- 

type contraptions, such as one 
with thread, tiny weights and a 
timing device, to test a material’s 
flammability.

A NEW CLASS IN STUDENT LIVING!
• compact, efficient space
• 3 minutes from campus 

• security/covered parking
• washer/dryer in every unit 

• CHANCE FOR FREE TRIP TO EUROPE*
(* subject to total occupancy)

846-8960

They have a bevy of calibra
tors, including one to gauge the 
sharpness of a toy truck.

Manuel Ratios spends his 
days in a brightly colored lab 
that looks like a small kindergar
ten classroom. He specializes in 
safety for children.

lot of people.”
Many studies, however, are 

initiated after someone already 
has been hurt or even killed.

The lab examined a playpen 
in which a child suffocated. It 
concluded such playpens should 
carry labels warning against 
placing a youngster in the device 
if any of its four sides are down.

For more than a year the lab 
has been examining increasingly 
popular chain saws, trying to re
duce the estimated 28,()()() in
juries a year attributed to the 
tools.

“There is an intrinsic reward 
for what we do,” said Ratios. 
“We know we are protecting a

During the past two years the 
CPSC’s staff has been cut by ab
out a third as a result of White 
House budget cuts. The lab now 
has 23 people and an annual 
budget of $1 million.

Lab director William West 
said motivation remains high 
despite budget cuts.

“There is a real sense of mis
sion out here,” he said.

DIETING?
Even though we do not prescribe 
diets, we make it possible for many to 
enjoy a nutritious meal while they 
follow their doctor's orders. You will 
be delighted with the wide selection 
of low calorie, sugar free and fat free 
foods in the Souper Salad Area, Sbisa 
Dining Center Basement. *

OPEN
Monday through Friday 10:45 AM-1:45 PM

QUALITY FIRST

Take Charge At 22.

In most jobs, at 22 
you’re near the bottom 
of the ladder.

In the Navy, at 
22 you can be a leader. 
After just 16 weeks 
of leadership training, 
you’re an officer. You’ll 
have the kind of job

care of sophisticated 
equipment worth 
millions of dollars.

It’s a bigger chal
lenge and a lot more 
responsibility than 
most corporations give 
you at 22. The rewards 
are bigger, too. There’s

your education and training prepared 
you for, and the decision-making au
thority you need to make the most of it.

Asa college graduate and officer 
candidate, your Navy training is geared 
to making you a leader. There is no boot 
camp. Instead, you receive professional 
training to help you build the technical 
and management skills you’ll need as a 
Navy officer.

This training is 
designed to instill 
confidence by first
hand experience. You 
learn by doing. On 
your first sea tour, 
you’re responsible for 
managing the work of 
up to 30 men and the

a comprehensive package of benefits, 
including special duty pay. The starting 
salary is $17,000—more than most com
panies would pay you right out of college. 
After four years, with regular promo
tions and pay increases, your salary will 
have increased to as much as $31,000.

As a Navy officer, you grow, through 
new challenges, new tests of your skills,

NAVY OPPORTUNITY 
INFORMATION CENTER 
P.O. Box 5000, Clifton, NJ 07015
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□ I’m ready to take charge. Ttell me more about 
the Navy’s officer programs. (0G)

(Please Print)
_Apt. #_

City-

Age-

State- Zip

tCollege/University-

Year in College- 

AM aj or/Minor___

and new opportunities 
to advance your edu
cation, including the 
possibility of attending 
graduate school while 
you’re in the Navy.

Don’t just take a 
job. Become a Navy 
officer, and take charge. 
Even at 22.

Phone Number-
(Area Code) Best Time to Call

This is for general recruitment information. You do not have to fur
nish any of the information requested. Of course, the more we 
know, the more we can help to determine the kinds of Navy posi
tions for which you qualify. MA 9/82

Navy Officers 
Get Responsibility Fast

Fencing for fun
staff photo bvjof

Elizabeth Miller, left, a freshman 
from Dallas in enviromental design, 
and sophomore Chuck Urich, right, 
a landscape architecture major from

Bryan, show off their fencing 
as instructor JoBeth 
watches in order to make 
needed corrections.a landscape architecture major trom neeaea corrections.

Video games teach si 
and strategy, prof sa

United Press international Children are belter oil play- Mock, Tn vidtUnited Press International
SYRACUSE. N Y. — Parents 

concerned about their youngs
ters spending hour upon hour 
playing Pac Man, Defender, 
Tron, or some other popular 
video game should relax, a Syra
cuse University communic ations 
expert says.,

Children are lx*ttei off plac
ing video games than they are 
watching television, said George 
Comstock, author of" 1 ele vision 
and Human Behavior."

"T here’s more to be con
cerned about violence on televi
sion and in films than there is 
about video games,” said Com

stock, “In video gaiml 
dealing with soaa/fpf 
conflict and rules, learK 
to play games better, < 
not such a bad thine.

GRADUATES 
DIPLOMA FRAMING

Starting at $23.81
Your choice of metal 

or wood frame

J-'rornwg
923 Texas 
775-9292

Lay-a-way now for graduation 
Limited quantities after April 15th.

"Granted there arel 
other aspects, suchastP 
might play them too id 
that thev might deiek;
I )i (rhleins or something® 
hut soil develop problenT 
vou do too much of and

Comstock said he I 
\ ideo games would ben 
uel ie ial il theveiicoura^ 
tc-i cooperation between® 
pla\ers rather thanone<H 
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Prescriptions Fn 
Glasses

216 N. Main. . . .
Mon.-Fri. 8-5 

COLLEGE SI® 
8008 Post Oak Mali,, 

Mon.-Sat.1Mpi

Texas Stm
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PUBLIC NOTICE. . SITEREO LIQUIDATION
California Stereo Liquidators, Federal No. 95-3531037, uil! 4j 
pose of, for a manufacturer’s representative, their interiin 
surplus of NEW stereo equipment. The items listed below wm 
sold on a first-come first-served basis u)hile quantities last!

HOLIDAY INN Saturday, February26,i
2300 Texas Ave., Bryan, TX 9:00 am to 2:00 pm ;

Disposal Value Price
5 AM/FM Cassette , _ _

ONLY Car Stereos, In-Dash $159 $29ea.

Did
Value Pif

22 PR. Triaxial Car Speakers J
ONLY (Round) Giant Mags $ 89 W

5 AM/FM 8-Track
ONLY Car Stereos, In-Dash $139 $29ea.

20 PR. Triaxial Car Speakers J
ONLY (6 x 9) Giant Mags $119

18 Graphic Equalizers (Good)
ONLY for Car, High Wattage $159 $39ea.

10 AM/FM Cassette—Built-in J
ONLY Equalizer & Auto Reverse $299)1^«

20 Cassette Car .
ONLY Stereos, Underdash $ 75 S25ea.

23 PR. 2-Way Car Speakers, .,ii
ONLY Dual Cone $ 49 Sl'

20 Graphic Equalizers (Better) .
ONLY for Car, High Wattage $175 $59ea.

10 AM/FM In-Dash Cas- . J
ONLY settes for Small Cars $225 JNj

30 AM/FM Cassette Car
ONLY Stereos In-Dash (Best) $189 $59ea.

22 AM/FM Cassettes for , J
ONLY Car with Auto Reverse $225

8 PR. Modular 4-Way Speakers
ONLY for Car (High-Power) $179 $89pr.

25 Graphic Equalizer (Best) .al
ONLY for Car, High Wattage $215

ALL BRAND NEW MERCHANDISE WITH FULL 2-YEAR WARRAN0 
Buy one or ail of the above quantities listed — The Public is Invlletl! !: 

VISA, MASTERCARD, CASH or PERSONAL CHECKS WELCOME l
ONE DAY ONLY SATURDAY, FEB. 26 ONLY WHILE QUANTITIES^
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