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On the upswing
m
£AP
WORY Haller has brought success to Baylor basketball program
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photo by Donn Friedman

coach Jim Haller makes a point during the 
loss to the Aggies Saturday night in Waco. 
Haller, the Bears have compiled 82 victories 
past five-plus seasons, and have a 9-5 slate so 
1982-83. The Aggies defeated Baylor 68-66.

by Frank L. Christlieb 
Battalion Staff

WACO — Struggling through 
a dismal 1977 season, the Baylor 
Bears couldn’t find the right 
winning combination.

While Coach Eddie Sutton 
and the Arkansas Razorbacks 
were running, gunning and 
shooting their way past the rest 
of the Southwest Conference 
with a 16-0 league record, Coach 
Carroll Dawson’s Bears were 
standing dead in their high-top 
sneakers, unable to muster the 
talent to keep up with the rest of 
the conference.

And the result? Baylor wound 
up the season with an 11-17 
overall record and a seventh- 
place 5-11 conference record.

But before the final shot had 
been taken and the final buzzer 
had ended their season, the 
Bears lost Dawson and gained a 
young coach entering his first 
job at a major university.

Only weeks before the end of 
the season, Jim Haller jumped 
from his post at McLennan 
Junior College to take a shot at 
coaching a team that during the 
past three seasons had finished 
with records of 12-13, 10-16 and 
12-15. And although no one at 
Baylor expected any quick mira
cles, Haller’s entrance made be
lievers out of the folks who were 
already holding funeral services 
for the Bears.

Annual Shoe Sale
.Sale ends Saturday , Jan. 22.
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Whole Earth Provision Co.
105 Bovett College Station 846 8794

BRAND NEW
in University Bark

Now Leasing
2 Bedroom IV2 Bath 

APARTMENTS
•AH Appliances 
•Swimming Pool 
•Club House

•Laundry Facilities 
•Close to Campus 
•Shuttle Bus Route

January Rent FREE
FLOORPLAN A $305/mo.
FLOORPLAN B $320/mo.
w/fireplace $345/mo.

Studio/condominium • 1050 Sq. Ft. w/washer & dryer 
$375/mo.

Leasing Office-Apt. No. 301-346-2976 or 260-9639 
Office hrs. Mon.-Sat. 9-5 
Sunday by appointment

SIXER

ypY'r*y SOUND *
Productions

* the finest in sound and lighting systems *

696
"the ultimate party experience'

After leading McLennan to a 
28-6 record in his only season at 
the school, Haller instantly re
versed Baylor’s misfortunes and 
turned his program into a win
ning outfit — one that has a 9-5 
record so far this season.

Haller, then 31, coached the 
Bears to a 72-70 victory over the 
fourth-place Texas Longhorns 
in the 1977 SWC tourney. 
Baylor then lost to third-place 
Texas Tech in the second 
round, but the future promised 
only improvement for Haller’s 
young squad.

During the past five seasons, 
the Bears haven’t been the 
strongest force in the SWC, but 
they’ve managed to finish as 
high as second place in the 
league.

Led by all-conference perfor
mer Terry Teagle, Baylor tied 
the Houston Cougars for second 
place with a 10-6 SWC record in 
1981. After receiving a bye in 
the first round of the league 
tournament, the Bears lost to 
TCU by nine points but finished 
at 15-8.

Haller’s 1981-82 squad, 
which lost to the Aggies by 
scores of 47-46 and 64-63 and 
defeated them 58-55, recorded 
the most victories (17) by a 
Baylor team since 1971. Coach 
Bill Menefee led the Bears to an 
18-8 record that year.

The Bears haven’t had a hand 
in an SWC title since 1950, when 
they tied Arkansas with an 8-4 
record. Looking even further 
back into the Baylor record 
books, the Bears came oh-so- 
close to a national championship 
during 1948, when they lost in 
the national title game 58-42 to 
Kentucky.

For now, Haller’s still trying 
to find the key to a conference 
title, which for the past few sea
sons has been an Arkansas- 
Texas-Texas A&M monopoly. 
But the Baylor coach, now 36 
and in his sixth season with the 
Bears, finds the team’s yearly 
improvement a promising sign.

“I am proud of the way that 
our basketball program has im
proved during the past few 
years,” Haller said. “We’ve had a 
great deal of support from the 
university, the faculty and our 
fans, and Saturday night’s 
crowd (at the Aggies’ 68-66 vic
tory over the Bears in Waco) was 
a perfect example of that.

“We’ve had some great play
ers here through the years, such 
as Terry Teagle and Vinnie 
Johnson, who were both first- 
round (NBA) draft choices. 
Even though we haven’t won a 
conference championship, the 
fact that we’ve been successful 
has really given our program a 
lift.”

When Teagle, the Bears’ all
conference player during the 
past three seasons, left Baylor to 
play for the Houston Rockets, 
most Baylor followers predicted 
the Bears would experience a 
rough year. But after winning its 
first six games of the season, 
Baylor has found that new lead
ers have stepped in to fill 
Teagle’s sneakers.

“I think the loss of Terry 
motivated our players, because 
they knew that they could play 
without him and play well,” Hal
ler said. “I think there’s been an 
absence of that one great star. 
Teagle was our leading scorer 
and rebounder for three years, 
but this year’s team is a little dif

ferent. There’s no star at any 
one position.”

For instance, Baylor seniors 
Jay Shakir, Darryl Baucham, 
Craig Kaiser and Ozell Hall have 
led the team in scoring, along 
with sophomore guard James 
Stern. But Stern and Shakir, 
ordinarily strong outside shoo
ters, combined to hit only two of 
18 shots against the Aggies in 
Saturday night’s loss.

Although Haller finds him
self in the midst of veteran 
coaches like Sutton, Shelby Met
calf, Guy Lewis and Gerald 
Myers, he says he doesn’t consid
er it a disadvantage.

“Not at all,” he said. “We’ve 
beaten every school in the con
ference and done several things 
that other teams haven’t done. I

just try not to let things like that 
bother me. All I try to do is to go 
out and do the best job I can, 
whether it be in recruiting, 
coaching or speaking engage
ments.”

During his first year of 
coaching, Haller had a good 
teacher in the Aggies’ Metcalf. 
After graduating from Sam 
Houston State University in 
1967, Haller spent one year as 
an assistant under Metcalf at 
Texas A&M.

Haller, whose squad has a 1-2 
SWC record entering tonight’s 
game with SMU in Dallas, said 
he considers the Cougars and 
the Razorbacks to be the league 
favorites. However, he consid
ers at least six teams to have the 
talent to finish high in the stand
ings.

ATTENTION
PRE-MED MAJORS!

Full Medical School Scholarships 
Available

A limited number of scholarships are offered annually 
by the United States Navy.
The scholarship includes tuition, books, fees and neces
sary equipment plus a stipend of $556 a month. Applica
tions are now being accepted. Fore more information or 
application contact:

NAVY MEDICAL PROGRAMS 
1121 Walker St, 9th floor 
Houston, TX 77002 
(713) 226-2431/2447

AEROBIC EXERCISE
Exercise all semester for just $60 — 
that’s just $15 a month! — at College 
Station’s finest aerobic exercise facility.

(Offer valid with current TAMU student or staff I.D.)

"Exercise as often as you like 
"Classes offered seven days a week 
"Convenient location 
"Professionally trained instructors

Also available: One month of classes for $25

Call BODY DYNAMICS today at 696-7180 or come by our studio on Harvey Road 
across from Woodstone in the Post Oak Village Shopping Center.

BODY DYNAMICS
Exercise Studio

Villa Oaks 
West

WHAT A BETTER WAY TO START OFF ’83

C 2 Bedroom 
1-1/3 Bath 
Approx. 810 sq. ft. 
Fireplace

$340

D 2 Bedrooms 
2 Baths
Approx. 929 sq. ft. 
Fireplace

395
Villa Oaks West is conveniently 
located just off FM 2818 in 
Bryan

1107 Verde Drive

779-6296
779-1136

Delivery

846-3768 or 846-7751
Pepperoni, Gr. Beef, Gr. Pepper, Sausage, Ham, 
Bk. Olive, Onion, Mushroom, Jalapeno, Anchovy,
Gr. Olive.

12" 16" 20"

Mon.-Thurs. 4 p.m.-1 a.m. Cheese 4.55 6.95 12.25
Ad. Item .95 1.40 1.85

Fri. 4 p.m.-2 a.m. Thick Crust .95 1.40 1.85
Sat. 11 a.m.-2 a.m. Supreme 8.30 11.25 16.10

Sun. 11 a.m.-12 Midnight Favorite 8.30 11.25 16.10

500 Off Any 12"
Two Item or More Pizza 

FREE Delivery

Chanello’s
One Coupon Per Pizza

Off Any 16" or 20'
One Item or More Pizza 

FREE Delivery

Chanello’s
One Coupon Per Pizza

$1 Off Any 20"
Two Item or More Pizza 

FREE Delivery ^

Chanello’s a
One Coupon Per Pizza

30 Minute Guarantee
*1 Off any pizza delivered 
in more than 30 minutes 
from the time you or 
dered.

301 PATRICIA


