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-time skierPart-time secretary is full
United Press International

NEW YORK — Spring, sum­
mer and fall, MaryJoBerscheitis 
a prim legal secretary. Come 
November, she quits to go 
skiing — all winter long.

"It took a lot of courage when 
I first quit my job — all that 
security, good retirement prog­
ram," she said.. "But I'd been 
thinking about just going skiing 
for a whole winter for six years. 
And then, when once I quit it, 
well. I've been quitting jobs 
once a year now for 12 years.

She often returns to the same 
law firm and "When I quit, they 
say, 'When are you coming 
back?' I say, 'I'll call you.' When 
I call they say, 'When are you

coming back to work?'
It works out very well, she 

says, because most legal secre­
taries want to take their vaca­
tions in the summer and she be­
comes a replacement for them.

"I feel like I've been on a vaca­
tion for 12 years."

It has settled into a simple 
routine. She owns a condomi­
nium in Aspen which she rents 
while in New York, and shares 
an apartment in Manhattan with 
a roommate who looks after it 
while she's skiing. "I can travel 
between the two with two small 
suitcases.

"My ski clothes are out there 
on the hangar all ready to go. 
My ski equipment is in the lock­

er in the basement."
She's written a book about her 

love affair with skiing, "Joy on 
the Mountain" (Pitkin Press, 
Aspen, Colo.). No howto-ski 
book this, it's a peon to the 
thrills and glories of skiing.

"I wanted to tell people who 
might never get on skis just how 
wonderful it is," she said.

Of her first day at Snowmass 
in Aspen, she writes, "Darting 
and swooping where I would, I 
skimmed downward. Plumes of 
snow, the white wings of my 
feet, shot upward and outward 
from my skis. Feathery soft 
spray rose up and tickled my 
face. Joy, like a fountain bubbled 
up within me."

But skiing every day all winter 
long, does it never become 
boring?

"No. Well, yes, it might, I 
confess, if I didn't have my 
teaching. I love teaching with a 
passion — sharing the successes 
of my students.

"Sometimes I think, when 
there's great powder, I'd like to 
take a whole day off for free 
skiing. But if I did. I'd probably 
find somebody on the mountain 
who needed help and give them 
a hand."

In all. Miss Bercheit has been 
skiing 22 years — and teaching 
20 of them. She began with bus 
trips to mountains close to New 
York and quickly became an in-

Duunur. Six years later she 
threw over her job and took off 
for a winter of skiing at Aspen. 
She has been teaching there 
each winter since.

She does have a few tips for 
the would-be beginner.

—Don't go out and buy new 
equipment before you start. 
Rent it until you know the kind 
of equipment you need and 
whether you are going to stay 
with skiing.

—First three days skiing, at 
least, take lessons. Don't just try 
to ski without them.

—Do tell your instructor how 
you feel. Some beginners are 
fearful, others gung ho for any­
thing. This way, the instructor 
will be able to help you more.

monday
sports
8:00 0 03 NFL FOOTBALL New

York Jets at Detroit Lions

monday
specials

EVENING

7:00 0 © RUDOLPH’S SHINY 
NEW YEAR Animated. Rudolph 
travels to many exotic lands in 
search of Happy, the Baby New 
Year, whose disappearance has 
Father Time worried. (R) o © A CHARLIE BROWN 
CHRISTMAS Animated. Charlie 
Brown and his philosophical peer 
Linus set out to find the true 
meaning of Christmas. (R)

7:30 0 © BUGS BUNNY’S LOO­
NEY CHRISTMAS TALES Animat­
ed. Bugs Bunny and his band of 
wacky pals celebrate Christmas 
with their own version of Charles 
Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol.” (R) 
O NORMAN ROCKWELL’S 
WORLD: AN AMERICAN DREAM 
A nostalgic look is taken at the

late amsi s nte, work and home­
town of Stockbridge, Massachu­
setts. (R)

monday
movies

6:00 CBN ★★1/2 “Hold Back The 
Night” (1956) John Payne, Mona 
Freeman. A Marine company
retreats in the Korean War to pro­
tect the division.

7:30 CBN “Outlaw Country” (1949) 
Lash LaRue, Nancy Saunders. 
Two men are sent on an assign­
ment to break up a gang of out­
laws, only to have one find out that 
his brother is a member.

11:00 CBN ★★ “The Destructors” 
(1967) Richard Egan, Patricia 
Owens. A U S. Intelligence agent 
uncovers a plot to disrupt the 
development of a new weapon.

AFTERNOON

3:00© A A “The Fiction Makers” 
(1967) Roger Moore, Sylvia Syms. 
The Saint is hired by a mystery 
writer who is being threatened by 
the characters in her own novels.

5:30CBN AA1/* “Hold Back The 
Night” (1956) John Payne, Mona 
Freeman. A Marine company 
retreats in the Korean War to pro­
tect the division.

':00© AAA “Generation” (1969) 
David Janssen, Kim Darby. A 
father panics when he learns his 
newlywed daughter and son-in-law 
plan on delivering their own baby.

1:00 0 0 “Remembrance Of 
Love” (Premiere) Kirk Douglas, 
Pam Dawber. A middle-age New 
York widower experiences an 
emotional reunion with the woman 
he had loved as a teen-ager in 
Poland when he and his daughter 
travel to Israel for the World Gath­
ering of Holocaust Survivors, 
ffi A AVz “In The Glitter Palace” 
(1977) Chad Everett, Barbara Her- 
shey. An attorney defends a lesbi­
an accused of murdering her lover 
whom she claims was blackmailing 
her.

2:00© ★ A “Sudden Terror”
(1970) Mark Lester, Susan 
George. A young boy known for 
having an overactive imagination 
can’t convince anyone that he has 
witnessed the murder of a promi­
nent black man.

1:30© ★★ "Female Artillery”
(1973) Dennis Weaver, Ida Lupino. 
An outlaw and a wagon train of 
women are forced to make a stand 
against a murderous gang.

2:35© AA1/2 “Hitler: The Last Ten 
Days” (1973) Alec Guinness, 
Simon Ward. Possessed by per­
sonal turmoil, Adolph Hitler 
spends his final days barricaded in 
a bunker from his enemies.

3:00© A A Vi "Creatures Of The 
Amazon” (1977) Documentary. 
The behavior of the varied and 
exotic animals that inhabit the 
Brazilian rain forest is examined.


