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He’s still going strong
Huskies' Harshman a tireless head coach at age of 65II by Frank L. Christlieb 
Sports

^W^BANCHORAOK. Alaska — 
^■arv Haisliman lias (oathcd 
basketball games to 

low there’s never time to dwell 
i losses or to bask in the glory 
victory.
Harshman, the 65-year-old 
ain basketball man on the Uni- 
rsity of Washington campus, 
S tasted the bitter, the sweet 
d the sour of college basket- 
11 for 37 years. But through 
[s years at Pacific Lutheran, 
ashington State and Washing- 
n, Harshman has enjoyed 
ough baskets of success to 
Ink second in number of vic- 
Iries among college coaches. 
Through 999 games, 582 vic- 
iries and 417 defeats, the 

endary Harshman doesn’t 
any reason to take himself 
tof the game just yet.

“1 haven’t set a time limit on 
en I’m going to retire,” Har
man said in an interview dur- 
the Great Alaska Shootout, 

which his Huskies placed 
rd after beating the Clemson 

[gers Sunday in Anchorage, 
iska. “My contract lasts 

hough next season.
J“I had been thinking about 
lying on until ’84, because the 
CAA finals will be at Washing- 
i that year. But now I've been 
nking that I might want to 
ylonger. My boss has told me 
it Marv Harshman’s his man 
$! he decides to quit, so I 
ght just stay at Washington. 
IThey can keep you or fire 
iil he said, “but you can’t do 
pthing about either one — 
fy make the decision.”
In Wednesday’s contest 
instthe Idaho Vandals, Har- 
tan will coach game No. 
P0 of his career. That’ll put 
i in a five-man lineup that 

(ludes Ray Meyer, No. 1 on
____  college basketball victory list,
bv Davidf! Ad(|lph Rupp, Phog Allen, Ed 

■die and Henry “Hank” Iba. 
Ilaude RiltfHarshman, who graduated 
Shaffer aiP,m Pacific Lutheran in 1942, 
ed an 82'’Baniet^e fhU head basketball 

.Mch in 1946 after a four-year 
r C°l It in the Army. By compiling 
Anchorajlf]_j2i record at the school, 

■rshman began a career that 
I seen him take his teams to 
vt y form of post-season play, 

’Hilluding the NAIA playoffs, 
jldflAA playoffs and the Nation- 

7 Hnvitation Tournament, 
he Huskies, who finished 

Ilia 19-10 record last season,
I to the Texas Aggies 69-65 in 
second round of the 1982
r.
ince he’s been around the 

jeof basketball longer than 
average coach, Harshman 
Shad more than enough time

staff photo by David Fisher

Washington head basketball coach Marv Harshman, 
whose 582 victories rank second among active college 
coaches, says he hopes to remain with the Huskies 
for several more years. The 65-year-old Harshman has 
been in college basketball for 38 years, including 11 
seasons with the Huskies. His record is now 582-417.
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to formulate some opinions ab
out the way it’s progressed.

“Each year is a dif ferent chal
lenge,” Harshman said. “You re
member so few of the highlights 
and you really don’t have time to 
sit down and think about the 
great games or the poor ones.

“Some of your players may 
start reminiscing ... but coaches 
don’t have so much time to sit 
and enjoy a victory or to be sad 
in defeat. Coaching basketball 
keeps you at a high for a longer 
period of time, whereas the 
magnification of a loss in foot
ball is much greater because 
there’s a whole week to sit and 
think about it.

“In basketball,” he said, 
“there’s little time for prepara
tion, so you don’t have time to 
pat a guy on the back or massage 
his head about a loss.”

Harshman said many college 
athletes are affected by their 
own performances — especially 
if they’re not up to par. In addi
tion, he said, players sometimes 
have a misconception about 
their roles.

“Most players think the coach 
decides who plays, but literally, 
players make the decision in 
how they play during the week,” 
Harshman said. “I try to point

out to my players that they de
cide their position on the team.”

Harshman, who has a 186- 
115 record during his 12th year 
at Washington, said 38 years in 
the profession hasn’t doused his 
love for the sport of basketball.

“I’m as enthused now as I was 
38 years ago,” he said with a 
smile. “In order to stay in 
coaching, you have to make a lot 
of adjustments.

“Nowadays, I think it’s a com
mon for players to question not 
the ability of the coach, but the 
coach’s ... restraints on his 
players.” '

Harshman said one of his 
main concerns in coaching is to 
teach his players to fit together

as a unit.
“To try to program each guy 

into your team philosophy and 
to program him into his role in 
that philosophy are the two most 
important facets of the game,” 
he said.

“There aren’t many plays 
anymore, but there are patterns 
that develop and two or three 
options that are available to a 
player in the team’s operation. 
The players have to come up 
with the right operation ... and 
may have to be self-sacrificial 
enough to give up options that 
may be more appealing to them.

“Basketball is by far the best 
player” game, because the play- 
rs make the decision based on 
vhat the coaches have taught 
hem,” Harshman said. “The 
oaches are out there ... not yell- 
ng at the players to chastise 
hem, but to help them make the 

right choices.”
Harshman has found one 

rule of thumb to be constant in 
basketball.

“Offensively, basketball is 
played under one rule — the de
fense dictates what you do,” he 
said. “When (the defense) makes 
a reaction, (the offense) should 
key on the opportunity and take 
advantage of it. It’s kind of like 
the domino effect — with one 
reaction by the defense, some
thing’s bound to happen.”

During Texas A&M’s 82-79 
double overtime loss to Clemson 
Friday night at the Shootout, the 
Aggies were penalized for a 
technical foul when they called 
an extra timeout with 3 seconds 
left. Harshman said the mistake, 
which cost the Aggies a chance at 
a game-winning shot, could 
have been avoided.

“I was surprised, because ... 
the officials usually tell each 
bench how many timeouts they 
have left,” Harshman said. “So I 
think the administration of the 
game wasn’t what it should have 
been. The officials don’t have to 
tell the benches that, but they do 
in our league.”

Harshman, emphasizing the 
importance of recruiting, said 
many college coaches tend to
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DIETING?
ven though we do not prescribe 

diets, we make it possible for many to 
enjoy a nutritious meal while they 
ollow their doctor's orders. You will 
be delighted with the wide selection 
of low calorie, sugar free and fat free 
oods in the Souper Salad Area, Sbisa 
Dining Center Basement. *

OPEN
Monday through Friday 10:45 AM-1:45 PM

QUALITY FIRST

Villa Oaks 
West

WHAT A BETTER WAY TO START OFF ’83

Fireplace

>395

2 Bedrooms 
2 Baths
Approx. 929 sq. ft. 
Fireplace

Villa Oaks West is conveniently 
located just off FM 2818 in 
Bryan

1107 Verde Drive

764-8237

practice “negative recruiting,” 
which may include putting false 
ideas into players’ heads about 
their college or professional bas
ketball future.

“There’s a great deal of nega
tive recruiting,” Harshman said. 
“It’s almost a “Madison Avenue” 
type of thing where the older, 
more established coaches cut 
each other down and tell re
cruits things that aren’t true ab
out other schools.

“Someone plants a seed be
cause a player may have a pre
conceived idea about a certain 
school. Negative recruiting has 
become much more common in 
the last 10 years. By innuendo, 
coaches are always trying to raise 
some question about competing 
schools. And that really has no 
place in college basketball.

“We’re all used car salesmen 
in a sense,” he said, “but we have 
to retain some sense of objectiv
ity. I always try to say (to a re
cruit), ‘I need you as a post or a 
forward, but you may get an 
opportunity to play at another 
position.’ The player may say 
‘But Coach Jones said I needed 
to be a post to be able to play in 
the pros.’

“It’sjust a gimmick. You real
ly shouldn’t try to con a player, 
because you end up hurting 
him.”

During his career, Harshman 
said, there have been many good 
and bad experiences. While he 
was at Washington State, the 
Cougars encountered some bad 
luck when college basketball was 
still under the NCAA rule that 
allowed only conference cham
pions to partcipate in post
season play.

During each of the years Lew

Alcindor played at UCLA, the 
Cougars finished second in the 
league, but were unable to com
pete past the regular season. 
One of those years, the USC 
Trojans finished 27-2, losing 
twice to the Bruins, but they 
were kept out of post-season 
play as well.

“Back then, it was ‘UCLA and

the Seven Dwarfs’ in the Pac- 
10,” Harshman said. “In my first 
year at Washington, we were 20- 
6 and finished second in the Pac- 
10, but we couldn’t compete in 
the playoffs. I think we were 
good enough to get to the Final 
Four that year, but we couldn’t 
get there because of that rule — 
we couldn’t even go to the NIT.”
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Come dine with your family and friends in a relaxed atmo
sphere with personal attention.
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Closed Sunday evening & Monday 

3805 S. Texas Avenue 
Bryan, Texas 846-8345
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you.
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RENEE WELL EXCLAIMS:

uHOST
124
LBS.

AND 43 INCHES THANKS 
TO NUTRI/SYSTEM,
WITHOUT HAVING TO 
CONSTANTLY COUNT 
CALORIES OR MEASURE 
MY FOOD.”
“After years of wrestling with a weight 
problem, I decided to go to Nutri/
System and I was thrilled with how well 
it worked for me. The variety of food 
was just great and really helped me 
stick to the program. So did the indivi
dual attention and encouragement of 
the staff at my center! This program 
is terrific!”
“NUTRI/SYSTEM, YOUR 

PROGRAM IS THE BEST!”
• No diet pills, no injections
• Medically supervised
• No starvation or food decisions
• Wide choice of Nutri/System meals
• No constant calorie-counting, 

mistake-proof food plan
• Nutri/System guarantee: Follow the 

Nutri/System Program and lose 
weight quickly, often up to a pound 
a day. Achieve your goal by the date 
specified, or pay no additional 
charges for Nutri/System services 
until you do.

CALL FOR A FREE, 
NO-OBLIGATION 
CONSULTATION TODAY.

nutri/system
| weight loss medical centers |
Over 600 Centers In North America

260-9040
Present this coupon at Nutri Sys- 
tem and with the purchase of our 
program receive a $50.00 Gift 

s Certificate to be used toward the purchase of any regular

| priced item at Fine Jewelry. Offer valid for new
@ customers only. Coupon must be redeemed by Dec. 24, 1982.


