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Psychic wins 
in ‘Deathtrap’

Will
please
thriller
wright

by Hope E. Paasch 
Battalion Staff 

the real “Deathtrap” 
stand up? Ira Levin’s 
about an aging play- 
who is struggling 

through a dry spell challenges 
any audience to separate inten
tions from real intentions, mur
der from real murder and the 
play from the real play.

The twisting and often 
humorous plot unwinds around 
once-famous playwright Sydney 
Bruhl, who is played superbly by 
Leslie Nielsen of “Airplane” and 
“Police Squad” fame. The cur
tain opens with Sydney reading 
a play writ ten by a young man he 
once taught. Sydney recognizes 
the play as one which is bound 
for success and jokingly tells his 
wife, Myra, that he would kill to 
have the script as his own.

Myra, played by Maggie Jack- 
son, senses that Sydney is se
riously considering killing 
young Clifford Anderson and 
tries to convince her husband to 
co-author the play with the 
youth instead.

Michael Potter is excellent as 
Clifford, who refuses Myra’s 
suggestion for co-authorship. 
After Clifford decides to keep 
the script, Sydney strangles him 
while Myra screams in horror.

When Sydney stands and sees 
the corpse lying on the rug, he 
gives himself one point for neat

ness and drags the body outside 
for a quick burial.

As soon as Sydney finishes the 
burial, Helga Ten Dorp, the 
neighborhood psychic, comes 
knocking on the door.

Marie Lillo gives an excep
tional and very enjoyable per
formance as Helga. Lillo’s char
acterization of the colorful and 
boisterous Helga is flawless and 
her performance at times over
shadows the rest of the cast.

Helga warns Sydney and 
Myra of the danger she senses 
and urges them to exercise cau
tion and to watch her on the 
Merv Griffin Show later that 
week.

After Helga’s departure, the 
twists in the plot become more 
humorous, more complicated 
and more unpredictable. Clif
ford isn’t dead, or at least not 
yet. He returns from the grave 
and beats Sydney to death and 
scares Myra into a fatal heart 
attack. But Sydney isn’t really 
dead — he and Clifford were 
conspiring from the beginning 
murder Myra.

The plot subtly conveys the 
reason for Myra’s murder — 
Clifford and Sydney are lovers.

Before the play ends, Clifford 
and Sydney kill each other in a 
quarrel over the publication of 
Clifford’s new play, which hap
pens to be a very accurate 
account of Myra’s murder.

Braniff workers want 
to retain seniority
United Press International

DALLAS — Members of 
the only union yet to come to 
terms with bankrupt Braniff 
International over a proposed 
working agreement with Paci
fic Southwest Airlines said 
they would rather see their 
former employer liquidated 
than be forced to give up their 
seniority.

Machinists left the talks a 
week ago and have not re
turned.

The group says it is willing 
to accept pay and benefit cuts, 
but members Saturday re
fused to accept a provision 
that would force them to lose 
the seniority they gained at 
Braniff.

The breakdown of talks be
tween Braniff and the 
machinists was the only thing

blocking Braniff sjoint opera
tion agreement with PSA, 
based in San Diego, Calif. Bra
niff has asked federal bank
ruptcy judge John Flowers to 
void the machinists’ contract 
at a Nov. 29 hearing.

If the contract is canceled, 
Braniff could hire nonunion 
machinists to maintain its fleet 
of aircraft. But if the tactic 
fails, Braniff executives admit 
the joint venture with PSA 
could be finished.

“I’m for telling them to 
stick it,” said Tom Pickett, a 
Braniff mechanic for 28 
years. “I’d rather see it all go 
down the drain.”

The machinists said they 
were willing to accept cuts in 
pay and benefits — but would 
rather see the liquidation of 
Braniff rather than accept a

proposal forcing them to lose 
the seniority they gained with 
Braniff.

They were sticking to their 
demands of full seniority be
cause that would assure veter
an Braniff machinists a job if 
PSA reduced its work force. 
The Braniff machinists all 
have more than 20 years of 
experience.

But under the Braniff 
proposal, Braniff workers 
with even 40 years of experi
ence would be laid off before 
any PSA mechanic.

“I’m willing to give ‘em a lot 
to make Braniff go,” said G.H. 
Gray, a mechanic-inspector 
who worked for the airline for 
34 years. “I’ll go back under 
lower pay. But I won’t go back 
without my seniority.”
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United Press International
AUSTIN — The Texas De

partment of Corrections has re
ceived a tentative budget of 
$774.1 million for 1984 and 
1985 from the Texas Legislative 
Budget Board, about half of 
what prison officials sought.

Prison officials submitted a 
$1.3 billion request lor the bien
nium, which was significantly

trimmed in the board’s Friday 
recommendation. The budget 
board’s recommendations will 
be considered by the full Legisl
ature when it convenes in 
January.

The TDC, which is the na
tion’s largest prison system, cur
rently is under a court order to 
ease overcrowding and improve 
inmate conditions. Much of the
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proposed expenditures are 
aimed at staying in compliance 
with the court order.

The largest increases in the 
proposed budget were ear
marked to provide more secur
ity personnel, expand TDC’s 
agricultural operation, improve 
medical and mental health care 
and to step up construction of 
inmate housing.

The budget board also re
commended the Legislature 
approve an emergency approp
riation of $74 million for use in 
building two new facilities that 
could house 3,000 inmates.

Without the emergency 
appropriation, budget officers 
said, TDC will have 583 more 
inmates than beds by the end of 
fiscal year 1985 and 4,000 of the 
inmates will be living in tents.

If the emergency appropria
tion were approved, the staff 
said, TDC could accommodate 
all of the.prisoners and probably 
move them out, of the tents by 
the end of 1985.

United Press International
PORT ARTHUR — Flat

tened demand for petroleum 
products in this decade will 
force increased competition 
within the oil industry, the chair
man of Gulf Oil Go. predicts.

“We expect total demand for 
petroleum products in 1990 to 
equal total demand in 1980,” 
Gulf Oil Chairman James Lee 
said Friday, “This means that 
there’s going to be very tough 
competition at the gas pumps in 
the 1980s.

“During the 70s, we spent a 
lot more time becoming expert 
on interpreting government 
regulations and allocation 
schemes than on sharpening our 
marketing skills. We’ve got to re
learn some of those skills.”

Lee said even though de
mand is expected to remain fiat, 
the nation will remain depen
dent on crude oil and natural 
gas for energy.

Few alternatives appear on 
the immediate horizon, with the 
nuclear industry dead in the Wit
ter and shale oil still unprofit
able because of slumping oil 
prices, Lee said.

He predicted a change in the 
mix of refined products, with

line than today, but withoveral 
demand remaining flat.

Lee foresaw an equ;illv com
petitive situation in tliechemid 
industry as nations rich with oil 
and natural gas feedstocks,buiH 
their own petrochemical fa 
lies.

“The petrochemical indusm 
has been impacted severely In 
tfie deep economic recessim 
and many companies are 
money today,” he said.

“There's going to besomeit- 
structuring in the industry 
more companies shutting doili 
or selling plants, reducingik 
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going to be increased comptir 
tion from those countries ridtii 
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tem-wide computer facilities.
Texas A&M President Frank 

E. Vandiver told regents the 
University is moving toward a 
computer network that would 
make all campus computers 
compatible.

Eventually, this system could 
be expanded to Prairie View 
A&M.

System Chancellor Arthur G. 
Hansen said: “The ... computer 
situation has been one that we’ve 
wrestled with for a long time. 
We envision a case where we 
could have a first-class mess.”

To avoid that, a committee of 
computer users has been
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If you’re a senior and have the promise of a $10,000 careenoriented job, American 
Express would like to offer you the American Express" Card.

What are we?
Crazy?
No, confident. Confident of your future. But even more than that. We’re 

confident of you now. And we’re proving it.
A $10,000 job promise. That’s it. No strings. No gimmicks. And this offer is 

even good for 12 months after you graduate.
But why should you get the American Express Card now?
Well, if you’re planning a trip across country or around the world, the 

American Express Card is a real help. Get plane tickets with it. Then use it for 
hotels and restaurants all over the world. And, if you should need any help while 
you’re away, just go to any American Express Travel Service Office* wherever you 
are—and they’ll help out.

Of course, the Card also helps you establish your credit history. And it’s great 
for restaurants and shopping right at home.

So fill in the coupon below and American Express will send you a Special 
Student Application right away, along with a free handbook that has everything 
you need to know about credit. Or just look for an application at your college 
bookstore or on campus bulletin boards.

The American Express Card. Don’t leave school without it.SM
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Please send me a Special Student Application 
for the American Express" Card and the free 
Credit Handbook.
Mail this coupon to:
American Express Company
P.O. Box 923, Madison Square Station
New York, New York 10010
NamV

Home Address

City State Zip

College or University 106

Now Better Than Ever. You Will Be Pleased Wi 
These Carefully Prepared and Taste Tempting Foods,
Each Daily Special Only $2.39 Plus Tax

“Open Daily”
Dining: 11 A.M. to 1:30 P.M. — 4:00 P.M. to 7:00 P.

MONDAY EVENING 
SPECIAL

Salisoury Steak 
with

Mushroom Gravy 
Whipped Potatoes 

Your Choice of 
One Vegetable 

Roll or Corn Bread and Butter 
Coffee or Tea

TUESDAY EVENING 
SPECIAL

Mexican Fiesta 
Dinner

Two Cheese and 
Onion Enchiladas 

w chili
Mexican Rice 

Patio Style Pinto Beans 
Tostadas 

Coffee or Tea
One Corn Bread and Butter

WEDNESDAY 
EVENING SPECIAL

Chicken Fried Steak 
w cream Gravy 

Whipped Potatoes and 
Choice of one other 

Vegetable T 
Roll or Corn Bread and Butter 

Coffee or Tea

THURSDAY EVENING SPECIAL

to: Italian Candle Light Spaghetti Dinner 
SERVED WITH SPICED MEAT BALLS AND SAUCE 

Parmesan Cheese - Tossed Green Salad 
Choice of Salad Dressing — Hot Garlic Bread 

Tea or Coffee
FOR YOUR PROTECTION OUR PERSONNEL HAVE HEALTH CARDS.

FRIDAY EVENING 
SPECIAL

BREADED FISH 
FILET w TARTAR 

SAUCE
Cole Slaw 

Hush Puppies 
Choice of one 

vegetable
Roll or Corn Bread & Butter 

Tea or Coffee

SATURDAY 
NOON and EVENING 

SPECIAL
Yankee Pot Ro^st 

(Texas Salad) 
Mashed 

* Potato w 
gravy

Roll or Corn Bread & Butter 
Tea or Coffee

SUNDAY SPECIAL 
NOON and EVENING

ROAST TURKEY DINNER
.. Served with 
Cranberry Sauce 

Cornbread Dressing 
Roll or Corn Bread - Butter- 

Coffee or Tea 
Giblet Gravy 

And your choice of any 
One vegetable
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