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Murder
conviction
overturned

United Press International
AUSTIN — The Texas Court 

of Criminal Appeals Wednesday

overturned the capital murder 
conviction of Linda May Bur
nett, who was sentenced to death

in the 1978 slaying of a 2-year- 
old Winnie boy.

Burnett earlier this month 
wrote a hand-scrawled letter to a 
district court judge asking that 
she be allowed to die without 
appealing her conviction, but; 
prosecutors objected and her 
defense attorneys continued 
with the appeal over her objec
tion.
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|This 2 inch cockroach, from South America, is being 
•studied in the Department of Etomology under the direc- 

exas A&Mwasthes tion of Dr. Keeley. By documenting the effects of diffe- 
>nal institution inti™

rent chemicals on the roaches’ brain, creating new pesti
cides is no longer a hit or miss job.
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Keeley is conducting the re- 
Jrch on a variety of large tro

pical cockroaches from Central 
America. They are better to use 
at this stage in research because 
they are large, easily handled, 

— foundant in body tissue and 
PPEIlfpve a large brain, lie said. But 

—77i'™anyof the insects must be used 
[because each insect produces 
only several hundred billionths 
ofagram of neurohormones, he 
said.
| In order to study the effect of 
lurohormones, they first must 
■ extracted. This is done either 

Jy isolating the gland in the 
'Paili producing them, or by cut- 
t|ig off the insect’s head and ex-

ro

tracting them with solvents.
Once extracted, the neuro

hormones are purified and in
jected into a live insect. Such 
physiological effects as the blood 
sugar level then are monitored 
to see if they have changed since 
the injection.

Neurohormones are proteins 
and cannot be absorbed through 
the insect’s cuticle (the horny 
outer covering) as are insecti
cides. For that reason, Keeley 
said he hopes to develop a man
made non-protein analog (diffe
rent from the structure of 
neurohormones, but similar in

action) that mimics or inhibits 
the neurohormone’s actions.

The inhibitor compound 
would block the neurohormone 
at the tissue where a certain phy
siological process takes place. 
For example, if the inhibitor was 
made to block blood sugar up
take into the cells, it would re
tard the tissues which would 
then become energy-deficient, 
and the insect would die.

The neurohormone mimic 
would cause an opposite reac
tion. It would cause a hyper
response — an overload of the 
insect’s system. If the mimic was

made to affect water secretion, 
the insect would excrete large 
amounts of water and would die 
from dehydration.

These chemicals would be de
veloped to affect only a particu
lar type of insect, so the general 
animal population would re
main unharmed.

“I am optimistic that in the 
future, some practical applica
tion of these chemicals for speci
fic insects will result,” Keeley 
said. “But I think we have to be 
cautious until we understand 
the neurohormone systems 
better.“
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Alone, this two- 
diamond initial charm 
in 14 karat gold is one 
beautiful buy at

*39.95
But, when you add our 
16-inch 14 karat gold 
“S” chain (valued at 
$19.95) as your fabu
lous bonus with each 
diamond initial charm 
purchase, that’s an 
absolutely fantastic 
buy. A super value too! 
But hurry! Quantities 
are limited.
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