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Amateur radio club 
offers chance to “ham”

by Robert McGlohon
Battalion Staff

Since its beginnings in the ear
ly 1900s, amateur radio has 
grown with remarkable speed 
and energy. And since 1925, the 
Memorial Student Center 
Amateur Radio Committee, 
W5AC, has been a part of that 
growth.

In the early days of amateur 
radio, a few people with home
made radios communicated 
through morse code.

Today, amateur radio, more

commonly known as ham radio, 
involves a wide variety of activi
ties.

W5AC, due to the diverse in
terest of its members, is involved 
in many of these areas of 
amateur radio.
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Ragchewing (just talking) is 
one of their more popular activi
ties, says W5AC chairman Mark 
Belcher. And if you’re a ham (an 
amateur radio operator), you 
can talk with other hams all over 
the world. W5AC has made con
tacts with almost every country 
in the world.

W5AC also has been active in 
public service, Belcher said.

The committee provided 
emergency communications
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during the 1979 Wichita Falls 
tornado and the 1976 Guatema
la earthquake. W5AC also pro

vides communications for many 
local events, including the 
annual Aggie bonfire.

W5AC’s “shack” in the base
ment of the MSC is equipped 
with the latest in communication 
equipment.

It has two complete high fre
quency stations which can reach 
around the world, very high fre
quency radios for local com
munication, radioteletype,
antennas on the MSC roof and a 
North Star microcomputer. Be
coming an amateur radio oper
ator is no simple matter.

Amateur radio operators 
must be licensed. Licensing re
quires a general knowledge of 
radio communication theory 
and morse code. W5AC pro
vides free weekly licensing clas
ses to its members.

The committee will hold its 
first meeting tonight at 7:30 in 
140 MSC.
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The display of cars outside the MSC caught a lot 
of peoples’ eyes Wednesday afternoon. Dean 
Shackfield and Don Wolf were just two of the 
many people who had to get a closer look at what 
was under the hood and what was inside.

Shackfield, a sophomore from Ft. Worth itoili 
finance, peers inside the car while Woli/; 
graduate student from College Station stiidp 
Chemical Engineering, gets an overall view 
wishes he could trade his bike for it.
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Aggie war-gamer’s 
splits into separate

group
clubs

by Simon Gonzalez 
Battalion Reporter

Students who enjoy playing 
simulated war games now have 
two committees to choose from 
since Gromets, the section of the 
MSC Outdoor Recreation Com
mittee that deals with board 
games, has been split into two 
specialized groups.

The new committees are Fan
tasy Role Players and Gamers. 
FRP members play games such 
as Dungeons and Dragons and
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Traveler — games in which the 
participants are role players.

Gamers play board games 
that re-enact history, Steve 
Daniels, chairman of the com
mittee, said. He said players try 
to alter the results of famous bat
tles by using their own stategy. 
Typical games include Squad 
Leader and Third Reich.

Daniels said the original club, 
Gromets, was split because of its 
size.

“The club was getting too big 
and too diversified,” Daniels 
said. “There were two different

hobbies in one club. Now they 
both have their own club so they 
can do their own thing.”

Special 
explore! 
drug m

Daniels also said the split has 
helped membership because the 
current titles give people a bet
ter understanding of the pur
pose of the clubs.

“Membership is up approxi
mately 150 percent since the 
split,” he said.

FRP will have about 140 
members and Gamers will con
sist of about 60 members.
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ANTIQUE
SHOW & SALE

Wednesday thru Saturday 
September 8-11 

10 a.m.-9 p.m. 
MANOR EAST MALL

22 Antique Dealers will be at THE 
MANOR EAST MALL with displays of anti
que furniture, jewelry, glassware, depres
sion glass, dolls, and much, much more. 
Dont miss this display of quality wares.
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Battalion Reporter
A realistic look at the 

problem of drug and ^ 
abuse by young people Tv. 
subject of a television doo^l 
tary sponsored by ml 
Greenleaf Hospital. t

The film, “Epidemic.''!®. DA 
shown on Temple-WacoiOi waste 
nel 6 ,ii S p.m. I tuirsdav minei 

The one-hour prodf bv ref 
deals with alcohol and| impoi 
problems of people betwtfi| editoi 
a^es of 12 and 21, said Sa dictec 
Simpson, di rector of comaH “I 
relations at the hospital, years, 

Simpson describes the.^ Said ii 
hard-hitting, dramatic, hi two-d 
educational and intercs energ 
The film was made to ini more 
community awareness 6 dome 
drug and alcohol problens value 
what can lie done about i>« “1 
she said. they\

Drug and alcohol uselul *‘Whc 
ceived increasingpublidt'tl look I 
Bryan-College Station oil ha 
Simpson said. Special * econc 
board meetings heldtodif is on. 
drug problems and the is ' H 
drug-sniffing dogs aree' serve 
of a growing concernoveri enerj 
and alcohol use, she said Arab 

Greenleaf Hospital's Bine c 
which has been treatinge | “4
and alcohol abuse or diet, sians 
dependency on an inpBpaid. 
basis since 1979, hopes A 
documentary will answer natu 
cerned residents’ question! 'there 
drug abuse, Simpson said . f 

“Epidemic” will descrilx, 
nationwide problem ofcW >ever 
dependency and what 'basir 
munities can do about thef sPea
lem on a local level as ^ Thai
what families can doifaW 
problem effects them, Siiii 
said.

I The Resale Gallen r
Furniture

f New and Used
at affordable prices

* 2795 S. Texas 770 
^ across from Brazos Savings^

£"XXfl444AUe,. . .

^Lns OiCzutaf 

iJmhoztzd jzom c/j-hia

%
AM m

^binltjua [l^ecozatoz Lit uni 
c^n.ticjUE.i 
CzU.ntai (fLfifti 

u/f-zti

c/IffozdaJjL£ LJPzics.i
With any TAMU ID Receive! 

a Free Gift
i

(Dt/ CP oztzaiti. fom fifzotocjxafjfzi can malls, tdat ifisciaf. day an 

mozs dsautfuC msmozy.

We. ^aJee, Special OndeAA.

846-6000
(Z2l^\)£vet**ee« IMPORTS, INC. 

Svettzee# ART STUDIO
505 Cadi fytuoe/iditdf. Lb'iute. (nc.xt to Ljnt£.zuzCran)


