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United Press International
HOUSTON — A man, who 

apparently was intoxicated and 
unlicensed to fly an airplane, 
gave residents of Pearland an air 
show and then crashlanded at 
the town’s airport, police said.

“Half the town was at a stand
still watching him for 45 mi
nutes,” Police Chief G.C. Atkins 
said Tuesday.

Gerald Griffin was not hurt 
after crashlanding on his 
seventh pass over the runway 
about 5 p.m. The Cessna 170 
plane received only slight 
damage.

Griffin was charged with 
public intoxication. And the 
Federal Aviation Administra
tion is investigating Griffin, 
Atkins said.

“All he had was a health certi
ficate saying it was OK for him to 
take flying lessons,” Atkins said

Texas drunken drivers
may face tougher laws

Driving-while-intoxicated 
laws will probably be 
toughened in the next state 
legislative session, state Sen. 
Kent Gaperton said Wednes
day. But, he said mandatory 
jail sentences for all first-time 
offenders are unrealistic.

Gaperton, speaking at the 
Sixth Annual Institute on 
Alcohol Abuse and Alcohol
ism at Texas A&M University, 
said that over-crowded county 
jails and problems of judges 
and probation officers must 
be considered along with the 
need to remove drunken driv
ers from the streets.

Mandatory jail sentences 
for all DWI first-offenders 
have been requested by mem
bers of MADD — Mothers

Against Drunk Driving, 
Gaperton said.

“Yes, we do need to 
toughen the DWI laws and 1 
believe that they will be 
toughened,” the state senator 
from Bryan said, “but we can
not put blinders about the rest 
of the system.”

Gaperton said the Legisla
ture has already begun to act 
in the area of alcohol abuse.

“The Texas Legislature his
torically has been largely un
concerned with this problem,” 
he said, “but during the past 
two years dramatic .changes 
have occurred.”

Gaperton cited, five laws 
enacted recently which he be
lieves will make an impact on 
the problem.

One of those bills raised the 
drinking age to 19, which 
Gaperton said may have 
paved the way for even older 
age limits.

“There will be a move next 
time to raise the drinking age 
even higher,” he said.

Gaperton said a bill requir
ing anyone on probation for a 
first DWI offense to attend a 
DWI education program 
should help prevent repeat 
offenders.

One measure he believes 
would I>e beneficial is a re
quirement that medical 
schools include a course on 
alcohol abuse in their curri
culum.
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BUY ONE, GET ONE JUST 
LIKE IT AT V2 PRICE PIZZA 

SPECIAL!
AT THE PIZZA MAT ONLY

Please Present Coupon 846'*3412
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Convicted bid-rigger 
aiding Colorado feds

Horn

United Press International
DENVER — A Kansas con

tractor convicted of rigging 
competitive bids for highway 
paving work in Kansas is cooper
ating with authorities to deter
mine whether a pervasive bid
rigging scandal has spread to 
Colorado.

Donald Popejoy of Ulysses, 
Kan., and his attorney, James 
Eisenbrandt, of Overland Park, 
Kan., met for three hours d lies-
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Did You Know?
Monday All Day

is FOR
2 Sandwiches For The Price of 1!

WEDNESDAY After 5 P.M.
All YouIOC BEER Can Drink!

(IOC Per Glass)
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day with representatives of the 
Colorado attorney general’s 
office and the highway depart
ment.

Eisenbrandt said Popejoy 
agreed to answer questions after 
receiving a written agreement 
that he would not be prosecuted 
in Colorado should the state in
vestigation turn up any evidence 
of wrongdoing.

“Just because the (agree
ment) was written, it shouldn't 
be implied in any way. shape or 
form that he (Popejoy) has any
thing to hide," Eisenbrandt said. 
“The reason for the letter is, as 
Donald Popejoy’s lawyer. I felt 
he was entitled to some kind of 
protection.”

Similar agreements signed in 
more than 15 other states, in
cluding Texas, have led to some 
250 indictments, convictions 
and cash fines involving alleged 
bid-rigging.

The Popejoy Construction 
Go., Inc., has been awarded 
more than $14 million in Col
orado road projects by the state 
Department of Highways.

Eisenbrandt said Popejoy told 
the Colorado authorities he was 
"not engaged in collusive activity 
in the state of Colorado nor is he 
aware of any.”
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Air Force experience can get your career off the 
ground. If you’re in the market for a challenge, 
consider becoming an Air Force pilot, navigator 
or engineer. Top performance is a way of life in the 
Air Force. As an officer, you’ll be a vital part of the 
important role that the Air Force plays in world affairs. 
Find out how Air Force pilots, navigators and engineers 
enjoy a GREAT WAY OF LIFE by contacting:
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Ron Hamilton
United States Air Force Recruiter 

707 University Drive 
846-5521 846-6790


