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Chip chucking is 
no bull for town
United Press International

BEAVER, Okla. — Fred 
Hindman says the formula is 
simple. You take a "big old 
range animal," give it some salt 
water and alfalfa hay and wait.

"Maybe by tomorrow you'll 
have a meadow muffin born," 
he says. "Then nature takes 
over."

A month or two is required 
for it to "mature" in the dry 
western Oklahoma climate and 
voila — "you've got a fullgrown 
cowchip," he says. Then you 
spread the word and thousands 
of people from all over the coun­
try and beyond will gather to try 
to throw the thing the farthest.

It has happened every year 
for more than a decade and will 
again this week in the. World 
Championship Cow Chip 
Throwing Contest, the main fea­
ture of the Cimarron Territory 
Celebration.

"Why it's so big, I can't tell 
you," Hindman said of the 
event that swells the population 
of the small Oklahoma Panhan­
dle community from 1,800 to 
almost 10,000.

"It's a fun deal," he said. 
"You don't see it everywhere. 
It's your curiosity deal."

Apparently it's also an econo­
mic deal.

"It means quite a bit to the 
community around here," said 
Hindman, secretary of the Beav­
er Chamber of Commerce.

Tourists wanting to try their 
hand at pitching immortality 
and partake of the five-day 
celebration pack the motels and 
overflow into surrounding 
towns up to 50 miles away.

"We've even got two people 
coming in from Ottawa to sing a 
song," Hindman said. "A Texas 
man wants to bring his family 
up here. The kids want to come. 
He clowns so he's going to be a 
clown in the parade for free."

Tourists will find plenty to do

and buy when they arrive for the 
celebration that began Wednes­
day. But mostly they come for 
Saturday's big chip chucking 
event.

The world record cow chip 
toss is 273 feet by J.P. Putman of 
Bountiful, Utah, accomplished 
in preliminary competition in 
his home state in 1978. The best 
toss during a world's champion­
ship contest was 182 feet, 3 in­
ches, by Leland Searcy of For- 
gan, Okla., in 1979.

Almost everyone in the com­
munity becomes involved in the 
festivities.

"I was out there with a bank 
president," Hindman says. "We 
gathered up cowchips yesterday 
for two hours in baskets and 
boxes."

It's not that the petroleum- 
rich area is poverty-stricken, he 
says, pointing out that "Beaver 
has got a little oil. They drive 

ood cars, the people that live 
ere."

However, the cow patties, 
which used to be burned to heat 
the pioneer homes and cook 
meals, serve the community 
still.

"We ship 'em all over the 
country," Hindman says. "The 
senior citizens gather them and 
charge 50 cents apiece for 
them."

They go out in batches of ab­
out 300 complete with instruc­
tions on how to properly hurl 
them and warnings to keep 
them dry.

"If they get moist they break," 
Hindman says. "People from 
the East, they're pretty smart 
people, but they don't know 
much about a cow chip."

He said a woman called from 
New York inquiring about a pur­
chase and was surprised to learn 
"it don't smell."

"She says 'you mean they 
don't stink?"' Hindman says. 
"That's hard for them to under­
stand."

Friday
Movies

bride’s childhood sweetheart.
3:30© ★★★ “Toward The

Unknown” (1956) William Holden, 
Lloyd Nolan. A pilot attempts to 
gain the respect of his colleagues 
after losing it over a careless mis­
take.

Saturday
Specials

MORNING

11:30 CBN ★★ “Flight To Mars” 
(1952) Marguerite Chapman, Cam­
eron Mitchell. A group of scientists 
and reporters embark upon an 
outer space voyage to Mars.

AFTERNOON

3:00© ★★’/» "Warning Shot”
(1967) David Janssen, Eleanor 
Parker. A detective gets in trouble 
when he shoots a doctor in the 
course of his work.

3:30 CBN ★★V* “Rendezvous With 
Annie” (1946) Eddie Albert, Faye 
Marlowe. A soldier goes AWOL to 
pay his wife a surprise visit, but the 
plan backfires.

EVENING

8:00© ** “Tarzan’s Four
O’clock Army” (1978) Ron Ely, 
Manuel Padilla. Tarzan teaches 
the people of various villages to 
defend themselves when they are 
attacked by slave traders.

10:30© ★★ “The Last Movie”
(1971) Dennis Hopper, Stella Gar­
cia. A movie crew filming an Amer­
ican Western in the mountains of 
Peru encounter a group of natives 
with ideas of their own.
© ★ ★Vi "The Executioner”
(1970) George Peppard, Joan Col­
lins. A British agent is suspended 
after he tries to prove that one of 
his colleagues is a traitor.

11:00 0 ★★★★ “Jesse James”
(1939) Tyrone Power, Henry Fon­
da. Jesse assumes an alias and 
marries in an attempt go straight 
but he is dogged by bounty hunt­
ers.

© ★★ "Man Eater” (1958)
Rhodes Reason. A hunter 
becomes caught between an 
alcoholic and his wife.

12:30© ★★Vi "Impasse” (1969) 
Burt Reynolds, Anne Francis. An 
American and his four-man team 
search for $3 million in gold sup­
posedly hidden on Malinta Hill.

3:00© ★★Vi “Only A Scream 
Away” (1974) Hayley Mills, David 
Warbeck. Tragedy results when a 
newlywed couple encounter the

Friday
Specials

AFTERNOON

4:00 0 TV AUCTION A bid-by­
phone extravaganza where any­
thing and everything will be auc­
tioned to the highest bidder.

EVENING

6:00 0 TV AUCTION A bid-by­
phone extravaganza where any­
thing and everything will be auc­
tioned to the highest bidder.

8:00© FOUR GIRLS FOUR 
Rosemary Clooney, Rose Marie, 
Helen O'Connell and Margaret 
Whiting present a performance 
from their recent road show.
© ROUGHNECKS Modern-day 
Texas drillers find an untapped 
source of oil, but have to contend 
with irate cattle ranchers and 
industrial saboteurs before they 
canget to it. (Part 1)

9:00© THINKING TWICE ABOUT 
NUCLEAR WAR Mike Farrell hosts 
an examination of how Americans 
are responding to the risks of the 
arms race and how some individu­
als are working to prevent nuclear 
war.

Friday
Sports

AFTERNOON
1:00© SOCCER MADE IN GER­

MANY Austria vs. Spain

EVENING
11:00 O NBA BASKETBALL

AFTERNOON

4:00 0 TV AUCTION A bid-by­
phone extravaganza where any­
thing and everything will be auc­
tioned to the highest bidder.

EVENING

6:00 0 TV AUCTION A bid-by­
phone extravaganza where any­
thing and everything will be auc­
tioned to the highest bidder.

7:00 O © © THE MYSTERIOUS 
POWERS OF MAN Ricbari 
Basehart narrates this special 
featuring spellbinding sorcery, 
Incredible superhuman strengll 
and bizarre ceremonial rites.

8:00© SWEET ADELINES The ter 
top performances of the final com­
petition of women's barbershop 
quartets are presented; Toni Ten- 
nille hosts.
© ROUGHNECKS Modern-day 
Texas drillers find an untapped 
source of oil, but have to contend 
with irate cattle ranchers and 
industrial saboteurs before they 
can get to it. (Part 2)

10:45 O SNOWBIRD Dick Van Pat­
ten stars in this special deal) 
with drug use and the paralyzing 
effects of peer pressure on thosa 
who struggle against it.


