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Cartoonists
reminisce

by United Press International
NEW ROCHELLE, N.Y. — 

"Mighty Mouse” is 40 years old 
and the people who created 
him, "Heckle and Jeckle,” "Far­
mer Alfalfa” and "Torn Terrific” 
recently got together for a reun­
ion and retrospective.

The retrospective and reun­
ion were held on the 40th birth­
day of Mighty Mouse, who was 
conceived in the New Rochelle 
studio first as Supermouse in 
the 1942 cartoon, "Mouse of 
Tomorrow.”

These characters were bom in 
the Terry toon Studio, the only 
major animation studio on the 
East Coast until it was disman­
tled in the early 1970s.

By that time, the studio had 
turned out over 1,000 5-to-7 mi­
nute cartoons, with a 7-minute 
cartoon requiring more than 
5,000 separate scenes and draw­
ings.

The driving force behind the 
company was the late Paul Ter­
ry. His critics — and often his 
employees — considered him 
stubborn, skeptical of new ideas 
and a spendthrift. But they all 
agreed he was a master busi­
nessman who made Terrytoons 
an important force in the movies 
and, later, in television.

"Disney is the Tiffany's in 
this business, I am the Wool- 
worth's,” Terry liked to say.

Through his doors passed 
such talents as Jules Feiffer, 
Joseph Barbera — half of the 
Hanna-Barbera team that cre­
ated the "Flintsones” — and 
Ralph Bakshi, who produced 
the first X-rated cartoon, "Fritz 
the Cat.”

Terry made his name with 
cartoons of Aesop's Fables, 
which used animals to tell a 
story and provide a "moral" that 
usually bore only passing refer­
ence to the story the audience 
had just seen.

One of Terry's most memor­

able sight gags — and one which 
he used for all it was worth — 
was the concept of "raining cats 
and dogs” to which viewers 
were treated to a steady stream 
of cats and dogs pouring from 
the heavens onto Farmer Alfal­
fa's pastures.

Terrytoons began in the 1920s 
as silent cartoons, and were 
embellished in the '30s with the 
advent of sound, color in the 
1940s and television in the 
1950s.

By the '60s, the studio was 
creating made-for-TV shows 
such as "Deputy Dawg” and 
"Hector Heathcote."

But by the end of the '60s, film 
distributors were content to re­
lease made-for-TV cartoons to 
the theaters and, with competi­
tion from Warner Bros, and 
Hanna-Barbera on the West 
Coast, the demand for the East 
Coast Terrytoons declined.

But Viacom, present owner of 
Terrytoons and 20th Century 
Fox continues to re-release old 
Terrytoons worldwide.

"I've always felt that when 
you went to a movie and you 
saw that there was going to be a 
cartoon on before the feature — 
no matter how old you were — it 
was like somebody just gave 
you a lollipop," a Viacome offi­
cial says.

Doug Crane, 47, another Ter- 
rytoon alumnus and freelance 
animator, who recently worked 
on the "Really Rosie" television 
special and the "Raggedy Ann 
and Andy” theatrical bemoans 
the demise of the studio. "Ev­
erything is freelance on the East 
Coast now. There's no place for 
young animators to train.

"My son wants to be an ani­
mator and when things are slow 
I'll critique his stuff, but when 
I'm working I just don't have the 
time. Where are animators 
going to learn their trade?”

Friday
Specials

9:00 CD WHO WILL PROTECT THE 
FAMILY? An in-depth look is taken 
at the people who have fought for 
and against the ratification of the 
Equal Rights Amendment.

10:00 0 FROM THE ASHES... 
NICARAGUA TODAY The rebuild­
ing of Nicaragua after the bloody 
overthrow of Somoza in 1979 and 
the role of the U.S. foreign policy 
in the country are reviewed.

Friday
Movies

11:30 CBN ★★ “Yaqui Drums” 
(1957) Rod Cameron, Mary Castle. 
An irate rancher enlists the sup­
port of a Mexican bandido in his 
battles with a saloon-keeper.

3:00 S) ★★★ “The Slender 
Thread” (1966) Sidney Poitier, 
Anne Bancroft. A suicidal woman 
phones a volunteer at a crisis clin­
ic who tries to locate her before 
it’s too late.

3:30 CBN ★★ “Borderline” (1950) 
Fred MacMurray, Claire Trevor. A 
determined policewoman sets out 
to investigate a narcotics ring 
operating between Mexico and 
Los Angeles.

CB ★★★ “Tobruk” (1967) Rock 
Hudson, George Peppard. British 
and German anti-Nazis blow up 
German fuel supplies in Tobruk.

11:00 0 ★★ "Moving Violation”
(1977) Stephen McHattie, Eddie 
Albert. Two young lovers flee from 
their small town when they learn 
that the police are working on the 
wrong side of the law.

Qj) ★★★ “See The Man 
Run”(1971) Robert Culp, Angle 
Dickinson. An opportunistic actor 
becomes the scheming middleman 
in a kidnap plot.

12:30® ★★ V6 “Cotton Comes To
Harlem” (1970) Godfrey Cam­
bridge, Raymond St. Jacques. A 
free-for-all erupts when a bale of 
cotton containing $87,000 in 
extortion money is lost somewhere 
in Harlem.

3:00 Q) ★★,/z “In The Steps Of A 
Dead Man” (1974) Skye Aubrey, 
Denise Buckley. An English family 
harbor an Army deserter who 
claims he tried to save their son’s 
life.

3:30 Q0 ★★★Vfe “Georgy Girl” 
(1966) Lynn Redgrave, Alan Bates. 
A girl marries a well-to-do older 
man in order to give her friend’s 
baby a home.

Friday
Sports

AFTERNOON

1.-00® SOCCER MADE IN GER­
MANY Portugal vs. Sweden

EVENING

EVENING

8:30® ★★★★ “Guys And Dolls” 
(1955) Frank Sinatra, Jean Sim­
mons. A missionary girl falls in 
love with a Broadway gambler.

10:30 QD * ★Vz “The Poppy Is Also A 
Flower” (1966) Trevor Howard, 
E.G. Marshall. A pair of narcotics 
agents trace the journey of illegal 
drugs from the poppy fields to an 
eventual arrest.

7:00 €D SPECIAL OLYMPICS Hous­
ton Oiler Earl Campbell is featured 
in this fund-raising event.

11:00 0 NBA BASKETBALL Golden 
State Warriors at Los Angeles 
Lakers

Saturday
Sports

MORNING

9:00 CBN JIMMY HOUSTON OUT­
DOORS

AFTERNOON

12:00 ffi THIS WEEK IN BASEBALL
12:30 G 03 BASEBALL New York 

Yankees at Detroit Tigers 
O DRAG RACING “Gatornation-
als”

1:30 0 BASEBALL Texas Rangers 
at Milwaukee Brewers

2:30® © PROFESSIONAL
BOWLERS TOUR $100,000 Great­
er Hartford Open (live from Brad­
ley Bowl in Windsor Locks, Conn ).

3:00 O OUTDOOR LIFE 
O TENNIS “Easter Bowl Junior 
Tournament” Tape coverage of 
the best matches from Del Rey, 
Florida; Vic Braden offers the play- 
by-play.

3:30 0 03 TOURNAMENT OF
CHAMPIONS Third-round cover­
age of this tournament featuring 
some of the top golfers on the pro 
tour (live from the La Costa Coun­
try Club in Carlsbad, Calif.).
Q SPORTS AFIELD 
O ® SPORTS SATURDAY Idi- 
tarod 1200-mile dog sled race, 
from Anchorage to Nome, Alaska; 
Great Pool Shoot-Out, Part 2 
(from Las Vegas, Nev.).

4:00 O ® €D WIDE WORLD OF 
SPORTS 10-round light heavy­
weight bout between former 
champion Matthew Saad Muham­
mad and Pete McIntyre (live from 
Atlantic City, N.J.); The Wood 
Memorial for Kentucky Derby 
hopefuls (live from Aqueduct 
Racetrack in New York City).
® SOCCER MADE IN GERMANY 
Austria vs. Spain

4:30 Q LONE STAR SPORTSMAN
5:30 CBN U.S. ELITE WOMEN’S 

GYMNASTICS CHAMPIONSHIP
6:30 O LET’S GO TO THE RACES

10:30 © WRESTLING
12:00 ffi WRESTLING
12:30 O WRESTLING

Saturday
Specials

AFTERNOON

12:00 O CLAES OLDENBURG’S 
CRUSOE UMBRELLA A profile ol


