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Hard work pays off
Joelson’s persistence, determination key to tennis success
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virian Joelson readies himself for a return against 
1 Livshitz of the University of Houston. Joelson,

* 48 ^as *n most °f his matches this season, beat 
• jLivshitz 7-6, 7-6 in the Aggies’ team 8-1 victory over
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Perspiration, not inspriration.
That’s Coach David Kent’s 

key to success in tennis and he 
says Brian Joelson, the Aggies’ 
No. 1 tennis player, has proven 
that the formula works wonders.

“The reason Brian’s such a 
great athlete is because he works 
extra hard,” Kent said. “He’s 
really our best player day in and 
day out. He had a slow start this 
year, but right now he can play 
and beat the best players in the 
country.”

And Joelson has been doing 
just that. The 2()-year-old junior 
has won eight of his last 12 
matches and has a season record 
of 16-10.

Joelson said a couple of 
matches stand out as personal 
high points, but his recent vic
tory against Arkansas is one of 
the best memories of the season.

“I’ve had a some good match
es,” he said, “but beating (Pat 
Serret) from Arkansas was a 
good win. He’d just beaten 
David Pate who is the No. 2 col
lege singles player in the 
country.”

However, Joelson’s success in 
the latter part of the season 
doesn’t reflect his record in the 
early matches. He lost four of his 
first eight matches and says the
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poor start was not what he ex
pected.

“I have problems in the cold 
weather,” Joelson said, “and for 
a while at the beginning, the 
weather was really cold. I 
couldn’t get a good match in or 
even a good practice in. That 
really bothered me.

“But then the weather got 
warmer, and I was able to start 
playing a little better. I also 
changed from a wood to a 
graphite racket, and that may 
have helped some, too.”

Kent says Joelson puts in ex
tra time on the court, and the 
dedication pays off when he 
wins.

“He’s been working really 
hard,” Kent said. “It says a lot 
that he didn’t get discouraged at 
the beginning of the year. He 
just came out and worked 
harder.

“In years past, he didn’t do 
that extra work and he didn’t do 
that well in his matches. But now 
he’s one of the best I’ve seen and 
he’s winning the matches he 
plays.”

Joelson, a native of Portland, 
Ore., began playing tennis when 
he was nine years old, but said he 
didn’t dream of being a success
ful tennis player.

“I was always interested in 
other sports,” he said. “When I 
got into the 16-year-old age 
bracket I started to play serious
ly. Before then I’d rather have 
been playing basketball or base
ball.”

But Joelson chose tennis. His 
mother acted as manager and 
got him to play tournaments for 
the experience he needed. It was 
a tournament in Dallas that put 
Joelson in the sight of Kent and 
Texas A&M.

He was recruited and began 
playing for the Aggies as a fresh
man three years ago.

Joelson used to be a baseline 
player, staying back in the court 
and hitting long rallies. But col
lege changed that.

“I’m a little more aggressive 
now,” he said. “When I first 
started playing for A&M, I was 
in about the No. 5 position and

could win from the baseline. But 
then I started getting beat all the 
time, so I started coming to the 
net a little more. I had to do 
something.”

And he’s done something, off 
the tennis courts as well as on. 
Joelson, a parks and recreation 
major, received recognition last 
semester for having the best 
grades among members of the 
tennis team.

“He’s done well in his stu
dies,” Kent said. “We play a lot 
of matches, but we’re not run
ning a tennis factory here. We 
want our athletes to do well in 
the classroom.”

The Aggies have not had a 
break in play since the spring 
season started, playing an aver
age of two schools a week since 
Jan. 30. However, Joelson said

the full schedule of matches and 
practice every day doesn’t curb 
his desire to play.

“The motivation is definitely 
there,” he said. “The NCAA 
tournament is at the end of the 
year, and you have to win match
es now to he able to play in that. I 
also want to turn pro after col
lege, so that keeps me going, 
too.”

Kent said he’s confident that 
Joelson’s success will continue, 
but added that he’ll hate to lose 
him after he graduates.

“I’m glad he has another year 
left to play here,” Kent said. 
“He’s a super person as well as a 
great tennis player. He has that 
little ingredient it takes to win. 
The ones that have it win, and 
the ones that don’t get beat by 
the ones that do.”

County. He led his team to two 
CIF championships in three 
years.

Texas A&M also signed Mike 
Clifford, a 6-6 toward from 
Round Rock High School. Clif
ford averaged 20 points and 11 
rebounds for the Dragons this
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‘‘If You Have Tried The Rest — Why Not Try The BEST” 
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RAMADA INN LOBBY 
COLLEGE STATION, TEXAS 77840

DIETING?i

Even though we do not prescribe 
diets, we make it possible for many to 
enjoy a nutritious meal while they 
follow their doctor's orders. You will 
be delighted with the wide selection 
of low calorie, sugar free and fat free 
foods in the Souper Salad Area, Sbisa 
Dining Center Basement.

OPEN
Monday through Friday 10:45 AM-1:45 PM

QUALITY FIRST

CONGRATULATIONS 
AND GOOD LUCK

TO THE FINALIST OF 
THE 1982 MSC VARIETY SHOW

Undercover
Michele Cole, Mark Wells,
& Scott Zesch 
TJ. Harmon 
MSC Black Awreness 
Committee Choir 
Ellen Frische
Alan Logan & Sandi Parriott 
Kappa Pickers

Amber
Don Barbier & 
Bubba Latham 
Tara Glass & 
George Stearns 
Tommy Armstrong 
Stacked Deck 
Paul Olde 
Strictly Tamoo

Master of Ceremonies: Tom Joseph, 
TAMU Head Yell Leader 1982-83 

Special Performances: Sheri, Ryman, 
Miss Texas 1981; RHA Casino Can-can Girls

FRIDAY, APRIL 16 7:30
RUDDER AUDITORIUM

TICKETS:
MSC BOX OFFICE 
Students $2.50 
General Public $3.50
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