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Night people
Computer terminals screen out darkness
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Senior computer 
Chris Young works

science major 
on a program at

the Remote Computing Center, 
nights are common at the RCC.

Late

Editor’s note: This is the third in 
a five-part series about the up
side down lives of those who 
work at night.

by Sandra Kay Gary
Battalion Staff

While some students are sit
ting at home in front of a televi
sion "studying,” others are 
burning the midnight oil in 
front of computer terminals.

One group of students who 
spends evenings staring at com
puter screens are those who fre
quent a room in the basement of 
the library. Most of these stu
dents, who spend hours pun
ching out computer programs in 
the Remote Computing Center, 
are taking business and compu
ter science courses.

Students working on compu
ter programs are intense since 
they are charged a fee for com
puter time, paper and cards, 
said Karen Frazier who works
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The long ...
£ the short of it

Originally designed
for the rigorous sport
of rugby, these stylish all-cotton
international shorts have
two roomy side pockets
and a drawstring waist.
They look so good and
fit so well, you’
want several pairs. / x&F
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k long 
unhemmed 

version of the 
classic rugby short, 

these rugged lOO% 
cotton pants are also 

made of brushed twill... 
tough on the outside and 

soft against the skin. Featuring 
reinforced pockets and felled 

side seams , these sturdy pants 
look, as good as they wear.

Machine wash 4 dryable -Will shrink one-half inch 
Colors', sky .navy, maroon, red, forest, emerald, 

olive,gold, khaki,natural, black, white
Unisex waist siz.e«&! 26 -38 (even -sires only)

r*--: All our shorts and pants have the 
exclusive Whole Earth Provision Co. 
combination of proven design,comfort, 
and durability........guaranteed!

from 4 p.m. till midnight at the 
main desk of the RCC.

After happy hour, a program 
through which students can use 
the computers with no charge 
from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m., Frazier 
said, people get laid back and 
everything gets a lot quiter.

“You get so used to being 
here,” she said, “by the time hap
py hour ends, you’re drained.”

But errors in programs and 
pressure for grades prompt stu
dents to spend long hours in 
front of computer screens.

Frazier estimates the compu
ter terminals are half full from 
10 p.m. till midnight. “After 
midnight there is never any 
more than 25 people in the cen
ter, until the end of the semes
ter, of course,” Frazier said.

A1 Campodonico, a junior 
geography major who works in 
the RCC Tuesdays and Thur- 
days from 10 p.m. until 4 a.m., 
likes working those hours so that 
he can get all of his studying 
done.

“I only sleep live to six hours 
at nights anyhow,” Campodoni
co said.

A one to two hour nap in the 
afternoon also helps, he said.

Helene Harding, a senior 
chemical engineering major, 
said she prefers to work on her 
computer programs in the early 
morning hours at the RCC.

“I come this late at night be
cause there are few people 
here,” Harding said. “I don’t 
have to wait in line for my out
puts and I can also turn the 
music up on my tape player 
without bothering people 
around me," she said.

Another group of students 
who spend Sunday through 
Thursday nights staring at com
puter screens instead of TV 
screens are those responsible for 
producing the 23,000 Battalions 
which are published each regu
lar school day during the fall 
and spring semesters and three 
days each week during the sum
mer sessions.

A 30-member, paid student 
staff, along with help from stu
dents in journalism reporting 
and editing classes put out The 
Battalion, and much of the work 
is done late at night. Most of the 
work done preparing stories 
that will appear in the paper is 
done on computer terminals.

Since news is generated con
tinuously, the production cycle 
of the paper never ends. Howev
er, the cycle basically begins ab
out 3 p.m. the day before publi
cation and continues until copies
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Senior journalism major Todd Woodard works at a com
puter terminal in The Battalion office. Late nights in front 
of computer screens can send students up the walls.

of The Battalion are delivered to 
different locations around cam
pus about noon.

“You learn to adjust your 
schedule so vou can work late 
night,” said Phyllis Henderson, 
night news editor at T he Batta
lion. Most of the staf f d ies to 
schedule their classes in the 
afternoon, so they can sleep in

the morning. “You havetogr 
used to never seeing yourroon!-| 
mates or f riends who have mu 
mal sc lu-duk-s. but vou learnt? 
live with it.” she said.
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Whole Earth Provision Co.
105 Boyett

SCHMALTZ'S
STUDENT SPECIAL! 

lOtf DRAFT SEER

VALENTINE
SPECIAL

SAVE 50%
ON ANY NEW PROGRAM 

WITH THIS COUPON

tScf?rtio(t5's
SANOWCm VO1

Putid
PER DAY 

UAPANTE£D
Culpepper Plaza 

693-8276

(10<t Per Glass)

All The Beer You Can Drink 
Purchase Of Any Sandwich!

Wednesday nights Only

With

5-9 p.m.

LOSING WEIGHT WILL NEVER
COST LESS!! ytl t«—m•! MMMt

IM IRYAN/COLLEGE STATION

AM CARTER CREEK PARKWAY

o NO TASTELESS 
PRE-PACKAGED 
POOD

01 OSS 1| TO 
IM POUNDS

NUTRITIONALLY
SOUND
NO HUNGER 
STRENUOUS 
EXERCISE 
or shots

exclusive
maintenance
program

programs 
for men

BRYAN
WEIGHT LOSS CLINIC

CAUI miuminMUT.iumira

One Phone Call can Change Your Life!!

ARE YOU SURE YOU 
ARE REGISTERED 

TO VOTE?
Deadline: April 1

(for May 1 Texas primary)

Voter Registration cards available on bulletin 
boards around campus, at the student election 
polls on Tuesday and Wednesday, March 30 
and 31, and in #216C MSC (SG office).

Questions? Call 845-3051
Student Government EXTERNAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE


