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Public’s indecision 
damages car sales

United Press International
DETROIT — Despite a 

myriad of rebates including 
General Motors’ “Let’s Get Mov
ing” campaign, car buyers re
fused to budge, and February 
domestic auto sales bottomed 
out at their worst levels in two 
decades.

“Nineteen-eighty-two is not

the winter of discontent for the 
auto industry — it’s the winter of 
indecision for the car-buying 
public,” American Motors Corp. 
Vice President Robert Schwartz 
said Wednesday, upon learning 
of the February figures.

Ford Vice President Philip 
Benton said: “The consumer 
programs brought sales consid-

recent
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erably above those of 
months, but general economic 
conditions kept them below last 
year’s levels.”

Cars sold at their worst rate in 
two decades last month, down 
nearly 16 percent from last 
year’s depressed levels. Imports 
also felt the crunch with sales 
down 20.7 percent from last 
year.

United Auto Workers offi
cials in the meantime moved 
quickly toward resuming early 
contract talks with General 
Motors. The UAW national GM 
bargaining committee reported
ly has voted, 11-0, to reopen 
negotiations that will provide 
the No. 1 automaker with cost
saving union concessions
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ers from GM locals around the 
nation, would still have to vote to 
resume the contract talks. They 
originally broke off Jan. 28 over 
the issues of job security and the 
company’s practice of buying 
parts from foreign or non-union 
sources.

U.S. car sales of 459,942 for 
the month were down 15.9 per
cent from 543,593 in the same 
period of 1981. The daily sales 
rate of 19,039 was the worst 
since 1962’s 19,035. Cars have 
been selling at 1961 rates.

Imports reported total sales 
for the month of an estimated 
175,000, down 20.7 percent 
from 1981’s 220,804. The im
port share of the market drop
ped to 27.7 percent from last 
February’s 28.9 percent. Im
ports grabbed 30 percent of the 
market last month.
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Author says Roosevelt knew 
before of Pearl Harbor attack

United Press International
WASH INGTON — Historian 

John Toland, in a new book, 
cites for the first time evidence 
that the Navy discovered
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Japanese aircraft carriers steam
ing toward Hawaii five days be
fore they attacked Pearl Harbor 
Dec. 7, 1941.

He concludes that President 
Franklin Roosevelt, convinced 
U.S. participation was necessary 
for an Allied victory in World 
War II, withheld the informa
tion to ensure a surprise attack 
that would trigger public de
mands for an American declara
tion of war.

Toland, 69, who won a Pulit
zer Prize in 1970 for “The Rising 
Sun,” a history of Japan’s role in 
the war, presents evidence that 
naval intelligence used radio 
surveillance to locate the 
Japanese carriers in the north
ern Pacific on Dec. 2.

He also uses evidence from a 
Dutch Washington naval 
attache’s diary. This evidence 
says the information was also re
layed to the Dutchman.

But Toland — in “Infamy: 
Pearl Harbor and its After- 
math," to be published April 23

by Doubleday — says no hint of 
the carrier fo;
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force ever reached 
U.S. commanders in the Pacific.

He theorizes that Roosevelt, 
believing prior warning might 
cause the Japanese to cancel 
their plans, gambled that the 
Hawaiian defenses were strong 
enough to defeat any surprise 
attack. But the early Sunday 
morning air raid killed 2,248 
people, wounded 1,109 and 
sank or disabled 18 ships, giving 
the Japanese naval supremacy in 
the Pacific.

Washington officials sought 
to blame the local commanders, 
Gen. Walter Short and Adm. 
Husband Kimmel. Both men 
were discredited and their milit
ary careers devastated as the re
sult of subsequent investiga
tions.

Kimmel and Short protested 
that vital data had been withheld 
from them, but they had taken 
adequate defensive measures on 
the basis of limited information 
provided by Washington.

Ever, since then there has 
been speculation that Washing
ton knew of the impending 
attack, but Toland’s book is the 
first attempt to document fore
knowledge of the Japanese

strike force. HJex
Toland said in an interview:®2103* 

“On a scale of 10, I would rateByew 
Pearl Harbor 10 and Watergate®*0*1 
2” Htemy

The ships, according tt® Wu 
Toland, were located by a com®rry' 
nmnications expert and a man®ney 
identified as “Seaman Z.” ®erytl

great 1
The finders informed their* 

superior, who had telephone ac
cess to Roosevelt.

Two of the men are dead, 1 
“Seaman Z,” whose identity wail 
withheld at his request, was in| 
terviewed by Toland.

The Navy normally kept trackl 
of Japanese warships by monil 
toring their radio signals. But ill 
lost all trace of the carriers durl 
ing the last of November wheitl 
they imposed radio silence erl 
route to Pearl Harbor. This set! 
off a Pacific-wdde effort by radiol 
monitors to find the missin?| 
ships.
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