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Executions long-time 
feature in China

United Press International
XIAN, China — A nois\sv,

crowded, dusty street suddenly 
grew quiet. A martial procession 
went by.

Soldiers, weapons, military 
vehicles, dignified-looking offi
cials, a young prisoner forced to 
bow his head by the hands of a 
gruff army officer.

A scene as old as Xian itself.
“They’re going to shoot him,” 

remarked one onlooker tersely, 
his face without expression.

As a warning to others, they 
paraded him down Liberation 
Road, one of the busiest streets, 
before the execution at midday.

A phalanx of blue-uniformed 
public security men on five 
motorcycles led the way, each 
with an outrider, automatic 
rifles slung across their backs.

The whirl-whirl of the cruis
ing machines almost was 
drowned out by the sirens, and 
the propaganda blasts from four 
bullnorns mounted atop a van in 
the following convoy.

Rows of solemn-faced men, 
some in uniform and others in 
civilian dress, sat immobile in
side several passeneer vans. One

wore starched green uniforms, 
red stars staring out from their 
army caps.

It was the PLA, rather than 
the less inspiring public security 
forces, that was entrusted with 
the task of guarding the bound 
prisoner. The theatrics were ob
vious: the armed guardians of 
the revolution holding the cri
minal by the scruff of the neck.

The same theatrics have been 
played out on the streets of Chi
na for centuries. Prisoners 
bound and labeled were para
ded in cages and on ox carts be
fore facing the executioners. 
They often were beheaded in 
public.

Xian, as the center of ancient 
Chinese civilizat|ion for more 
than a thousand years, is no 
stranger to processions of this 
sort.

On this particular Saturday, 
Jan. 16, there were three truck- 
loads of soldiers armed to the 
teeth.

A submachinegun with a dis
cshaped clip of ammunition was 
positioned on each driver’s cab, 
manned by a trooper adopting a 
firing stance.

Other soldiers on the backs of

look at them and instead con
centrated on maintaining their 
combat-ready poise. These pris
oners were going to serve jail 
sentences.

The condemned prisoner was 
in the first truck. Hands tied be
hind his back, he stood beside 
the soldier manning the sub 
machinegun. A burly officer 
held him from behind.

“Prisoner for execution,” de
clared a cloth banner hung 
across the front of the truck. 
The cloth was white, the charac
ters black — the traditional col
ors of death.

A local cadre said the prisoner 
was a killer who was convicted 
and sentenced earlier that 
morning at a sports stadium in 
front of thousands of selected 
spectators.

It was half an hour from 
noon. The column was moving 
slowly south on Liberation 
Road.

The officer kept forcing the 
doomed prisoner’s head into a 
bow — the prescribed posture 
for someone soon to die in 
shame. But the prisoner refused 
to play the role.

Again and again, he obstin-
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side several passenger vans. One Otner soldiers on the backs ot /\.gam ana again, ne oostin-
unmistakable message in their the trucks leveled their rifles at ately raised his young, pudgy
demeanor: “We mean business.”

Then came the People’s 
Liberation Army, protectors of 
the Communist faith, symbol of 
the ultimate good guys in China. 
The young soldiers had mean 
looks pasted on their faces and

an angle from the front, aiming 
at some invisible enemy off both 
sides of the street.

The last two trucks each car
ried six other convicts. They 
stood with downcast faces 
among the troops, who did not

face and squinted as he looked 
into the winter sun arching lo\V 
over the southern horizon.

He knew that when the sun 
lined up with the road he would 
have a bullet in his head.

He was 20.

United Press International
CHICAGO — It’s a lazy per

son’s dream — exercising with
out working up a sweat. Youjust 
lie back and relax and the elec
tricity does all the work.

Phyllis Hartigan, a tall, slim 
redhead, is running an electro-
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nic reducing salon in Chicago.
“It sounds too good to be 

true, I know,” Hartigan said, 
whose studio is just off fashion
able Michigan Avenue. “But not 
everyone can do physical exer
cise.

Hartigan said the device is a 
medical machine used for mus
cle therapy, and it can keep the 
muscles of a paraplegic from 
atrophy.

Its use can be risky under 
certain conditions.

Dr. John Toerge, medical di
rector of rehabilitation services 
at Northwestern Memorial Hos
pital, said there is little danger of

injury if the subject is in good 
health and has had no joint in
juries — and if well-trained peo
ple monitor the effects of the 
electrical muscle stimulator.

But, Toerge said, “Any time 
you artificially impose activity 
on a muscle, you run the risk of 
unbalancing the muscle.

“When you exercise, there is 
an organ in the muscle that pre
vents you from over-extending 
yourself. With the machine, you 
run the risk of overextension.”

Hartigan said they don’t take 
any unnecessary chances.

She said she had one 60-year- 
old woman client who did not 
say in her medical history that 

cleshe suffered from a muscle dis-
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“Well, we worked on her,” 
Hartigan said. “She lost so many 
inches in a half-hour her slacks 
would not stay on. I had to run 
out and buy some safety pins for 
her.

“The next day she was ex
periencing terrible pain and 
swelling. She thought one time 
wouldn’t hurt her. Her doctor 
made her call and apologize.”

Hartigan also said Olympic 
teams use the machine for train
ing, to eliminate the pain of 
sprains.

She said a nurse is always on 
hand and Dr. Ron Kirschner, 
who operates a weight loss clinic 
on the premises, is on call.

Kirschner has been working 
with Hartigan about six months.

Kirschner said the machine 
changes muscle tissue in much 
the same way as other forms of 
exercise, such as running.

Hartigan’s Figure-tone studio 
caters to the wealthy and to busi
ness executives who say they lack

time for exercise.' •
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Now Better Than Ever. You Will Be Pleased1 
These Carefully Prepared and Taste Tempting Fooi

Each Daily Special Only $2.19 Plus Tax 
“Open Daily”

Dining: 11 A.M. to 1:30 P.M. — 4:00 P.NI. to 7:0

MONDAY EVENING 
SPECIAL

Salisbury Steak 
with

Mushroom Gravy 
Whipped Potatoes 

Your Choice of 
One Vegetable

Roll or Corn Bread and Butter 
Coffee or Tea

TUESDAY EVENING 
SPECIAL

Mexican Fiesta 
Dinner

Two Cheese and 
Onion Enchiladas 

w chili
Mexican Rice 

Patio Style Pinto Beans 
Tostadas 

Coffee or Tea 
One Corn Bread and Butter

WEDNESDAY 
EVENING SPECIAL

Chicken Fried Steak 
w cream Gravy 

Whipped Potatoes and 
Choice of one other 

Vegetable
Roll or Corn Bread andB#| 

Coffee or Tea

I

THURSDAY EVENING SPECIAL

OciVO

Italian Candle Light Spaghetti Dinner 
SERVED WITH SPICED MEAT BALLS AND SAUCE 

Parmesan Cheese - Tossed Green Salad 
Choice of Salad Dressing — Hot Garlic Bread 

Tea or Coffee
FOR YOUR PROTECTION OUR PERSONNEL HAVE HEALTH CARDS.

FEB. 18,8 P.M. RUDDER AUDITORIUM
TICKETS AVAILABLE AT RUDDER BOX OFFICE, 845-1234

FRIDAY EVENING SATURDAY SUNDAY SPECIAL
SPECIAL NOON and EVENING NOON and EVEN®

BREADED FISH SPECIAL ROAST TURKEY Dll#
FILET w TARTAR Yankee Pot Roast Served with

SAUCE
Cole Slaw

Hush Puppies
Choice of one 

vegetable
Roll or Com Bread & Butter 

Tea or Coffee

(Texas Salad)
Mashed
Potato w 

gravy
Roll or Corn Bread & Butter

Tea or Coffee

Cranberry Sauce ■ 
Cornbread Dressing 

Roll or Corn Bread ■ Butler 
Coffee or Tea 
Gibtet Gravy

1 And your choice of any
One vegetable


