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^AScM student aids in rescue

: pilot tube, which measures air speed, is Mike Good- 
end’s souvenir from a plane crash Dec. 28. Goodfriend 

four other men were en route to a fun-filled skiing 
i when the Cessna 210 lost its engine and the plane was 

’ to go down about four miles from Gunnison Air- 
: in Colorado. All five men survived.

by Laura Williams
Battalion Staff

The FAA is still trying to de
termine the cause of a Dec. 28 
plane crash in which two men, 
one a student at Texas A&M 
University, saved three others in 
below-freezing weather.

The five Dallas men survived 
the crash that resulted when the 
engine of their Cessna 210 failed 
four miles from the Gunnison 
Airport in Colorado.

One of the two quick
thinking men, Mike Good- 
friend, has returned to Texas 
A&M as a graduate bio
engineering student.

Kirk Fichtner, who is in a 
body cast, has returned to Texas 
Tech University. His brother 
Mark, a senior at the University 
of Texas at Dallas, is wearing a 
back brace and their father Jay is 
wearing a pelvic, back and halo 
brace.

“The FAA is still working to 
find out what happened,” Good- 
friend said. “We don’t know if it 
was a fuel line or what, but we do 
know we had plenty of fuel.”

Pilot Jay Fichtner, a Dallas 
lawyer, was the most seriously 
injured of the group with a 
broken back, neck, pelvic bone 
and ribs. Fichtner, 55, was flying 
Mark, Kirk and friends Kevin 
McKool and Goodfriend, to 
Crested Butte, Colo., for a ski 
trip.

“We had time to radio in that 
we were going down,” Good
friend said. “He (Fichtner) told 
us to fasten ourselves in and that 
he was going to try to land the 
plane on a road somewhere. We 
were on our final approach, but 
he couldn’t just glide it down.”

Goodfriend said after the 
pilot failed to find a road, he 
tried to set the plane down on 
the slope of a mountain.

“The left wing was tipped and 
caught the hill before the rest of 
the plane, and that’s why we 
crashed,” he said.

Surprisingly, everyone was 
calm because they thought Fich- 
tner’s landing would be success
ful, he said.

When Goodfriend regained 
consciousness, McKool, 23, was 
outside the plane. “We just sat 
about 10 feet from the plane, 
trying to get ourselves 
together,” Goodfriend said. 
“About 30 minutes after we 
were down, Kevin decided to go 
for help.”

McKool later told Goodfriend 
that he had climbed a small 
mountain and crossed a stream 
in the below-freezing weather to 
get to a house where he found a 
woman who took him to the air
port.

Goodfriend said he took a 
safety course at the University 
that helped him take quick ac
tion. “I knew to look for blood 
first, and I didn’t see any,” he 
said. “I also knew to watch for 
hypothermia, so for the first half 
hour I was putting on gloves and 
getting jackets on everyone.”

Goodfriend carefully pulled 
the injured Fichtners from the 
wreckage. “I couldn’t get Mark 
out of the plane after he re
gained consciousness because 
his leg was caught in one of the 
shoulder straps,” Goodfriend 
said. “He said it hurt when I pul
led him, and I didn’t want to 
aggravate the injury.”

Two hours after the crash, 
Dick Arnold of Aspen, Colo., lo
cated the upside-down wreck
age. Arnold had been preparing 
to search for a cross-county skier 
and was diverted to the sight, 
along with an Army helicopter.

The helicopter lifted the men 
out about 2:30 p.m. McKool had 
not been heard from. Good
friend said McKool was waiting 
for them when they arrived at 
the Gunnison County Hospital.

“The neurosurgeon told me 
that had Mike not handled them 
as carefully as he did, my hus
band and the others could have 
suffered irreparable spinal 
damage,” Rae Ann Fichtner, 
wife of the pilot, said. Fichtner is 
expected to be in braces for 
three to six months.

Fichtner has been flying for 
about 35 years, she said. “The 
National Transportation Acci
dent Board is still investigating 
it, but we know it wasn’t a pilot 
error,” she said.

Who can top 
their bottoms?

The new County Seat in Post Oak Mall can. We’ve 
got all the shirts you love to wear. And during 
our Grand Opening Feb. 17 to 20 you’ll save big!
Guys’ Levi’s western shirts, reg. $23. Now $12.99- 
Gals’ colorful print shirts, reg. $16. Now $9-99-

For the best in casual clothes for guys, gals and kids 
just direct your feet to the County Seat © 1982 CSSI
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United Press International
DALLAS — A committee has 

raising funds to build a 
i-political” memorial com- 
norating the 500,000 Tex- 

} who served in the Vietnam

July 1980, has engaged the 
architectural Firm of Myrick 
Newman Dahlberg and Partners

of Dallas for planning and de
sign.

Alman said the monument

would be dedicated during the 
1982 state fair and completion 
was projected for Nov. 11, 1983.

DmmM■John Alman, vice president 
join th if the Vietnam Veterans Memo- 
MMgal Fund of Texas, said the 
IHHBnorial, projected for dedica- 

n on the State Fair grounds 
1 fall, would not commemo- 
jte the war itself, but the Tex- 
| who served in it.
I'We’d like the memorial to be 
Symbol of life,” Alman said 
Inday. “It’s trying to say that 
p Vietnam veteran is a signifi- 
|t, productive member of the 
mmunity.”
IThe war began for the Un- 
G States in 1957 and ended 
ith collapse of the Republic of 
Itnam in 1975. It cost the lives 
57,000 Americans, including 

“'ln Texans.
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The Best Pizza In Town! Honest.

WE DELIVER 
846-3412

Mr. Gatti's Pizzamat
AFTER 5 P.M. — MIN. $5.00 ORDER

Your Danskin 
Headquarters

Manor East Mall 779-6718

Controversy surrounding 
merican involvement caused 

p divisions in domestic poli- 
from the 1960s until the 

hdrawal of combat troops in 
73, and drew widespread, 
cal disapproval to those 2.9 
llion who had served.
This is a non-political memo- 

Alman said. “This is a 
tement about the Vietnam 
eran, who lived through the 
r. In a sense, we are all veter- 

is of Vietnam.”

Alman said the city of Dallas, 
ich owns the State Fair 

bunds, has donated a site be- 
een the Cotton Bowl and the 
rk lagoon. He said donations 
re being solicited from corpo- 
te sponsors and from indi
duals.
"In our naivete, we’re looking 
$500,000 to $1 million,” Al

an said. “But rather than con- 
ntrate on figures, we’re just 
oking at building a proper, 
gnified memorial.”
The organization, founded in

PRE-LAW SOCIETY
Meeting

Wed. Feb. 19 7 p.m.
Rudder 701

Feb. 19 University of 
Houston Field Trip 

Specifics to be discussed.

EVERYONE INTERESTED 
IS WELCOME!

Ken’s Automotive
421 S. Main — Bryan 

822-2823
"A Complete Automotive 

Service Center"
• Tune-Ups • Brakes
• Clutches • McPherson Struts
• Front End Parts Replacement
• Standard Transmission 

Repairs

All American Cars 
YW-Datsun-Honda 

Toyota
(Master Card & VISA Accepted)

Grand Opening Sale
Celebrating The Post Oak Mall Opening 

Feb. 17, 18, 19, 20 10 a.m.-9 p.m. 
All Guitars on Sale

ALVAREZ GUITARS Reg. 1I995 Sale 10900

215 00Reg. 265°° Sale
MD. 5022. Oboncol mahogany is 
used for sides and single-piece back. 
Fine white spruce top has genuine 
wood inlay on sound hole; ivory bind
ing on top and back. Adjustable 
rosewood bridge. Nato mahogany sa
tin-finish neck, adjustable rod. 
Rosewood fingerboard has attractive 
snowflake design pearl inlay; Jacaran- 
da faced headpiece with individual 
chrome heads; tortoise shell pick- 
guard.

45000
Reg. 550°° Sale

MD. DY51. This Alvarez Yairi guitar is 
handmade with rare burl mahogany 
back and sides. It has strong sound 
projection and great tuning stability, 
plus a double reinforced adjustable 
neck. Fine inlays and other features. 
INCLUDES LIFE TIME WARRANTY.

KENT FOLK
GUITAR.......... NO. KF230
This Kent guitar Is constructed 
with the finest of materials in
cluding a spruce top and 
mahoganey back and sides. 
The bridge and finger board 
are crafted from Rosewood. 
Both the neck and bridge are 
adjustable. Guitar case is in
cluded.

19500
Reg. 23995 Sale
ALVAREZ MAHOGANY
FOLD............................................................. NO. 5014
A good all purpose guitar with well balanced tone. 
One piece back and side or rare Oboncol mahogany. 
Top is white spruce with herringbone Inlay around 
sound hole. Celluloid bound top and back. Nato 
mahogany neck has adjustable rod with “IT channel; 
speed satin finish for greater playing ease. Fingerboard 
is rosewood. Jacaranda-faced headpiece, individual, 
chrome, covered machine heads

24500
Reg. 29995 Sale
MD. 5021. A favorite with folk singers. 
The top is natural white spruce with 
wood mosaic inlay around sound hole. 
Back and sides are mahogany. Bridge 
adjusts precisely to suit your individual 
style. Mahogany neck has adjustable 
rod set in channel, insuring neck stabil
ity. Shell inlay markers set in rosewood 
fingerboard. Rosewood faced head- 
piece. Chromed individual gears.

See Us At The Post Oak Mall
KcyboARd

Center

h hi ill Inc.
POST OAK MALL
College Station TX 77840

Layaway 
Piano Rental 

Piano Lessons

i
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Young Conservatives of Texas
1982

State Convention

FEBRUARY 19-20, 1982 |
Bradford Hotel — Austin, Texas

Featuring:
• Workshops, Luncheon, Awards Banquet, Parties, Hospitality Suites and more.
• Confirmed speakers include: Congressman Bill Archer, Jack Fields, Sam Hall, Tom = 

Loeffler, Sen. Walter Mengden, and others.
• Students $40, non-students $50 (includes registration fee & meals).

For information call:
MARK HINKLE OR DAVID DUNCAN

846-1084 775-3746
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MSC Outdoor Recreation
Spring Break Trips

Mexico: Rio Moctezuma Rafting/
Kayaking Trip $16500
Big Bend Rafting Trip $14500

Grand Canyon/Hauasu Canyon 
Backpacking Trip $16500

For more information call 
Charlie Waiters 845-1515


