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rofessor’s book gives ‘trashy’ view of history
Melosi, associate professor of Melosi’s book, “Garbage in 

Battalion Reporter history at Texas A&M Universi- the Cities: Refuse, Reform, and
|he First historical study of ty, will be at the public’s disposal the Environment, 1880-1980,” 

rbage, written by Dr. Martin Feb. 22. addresses an aspect of environ-
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Martin Melosi, associate professor of his- Meliso’s book examines the history of gar- 
11 ‘ ' tory at Texas A&M University, poses be- bage. 

hind his latest book topic — garbage.leli crab. 
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rinity Bay nears clean-up 
after 110-barrel crude spill

mental history rarely dealt with 
by historians and includes en
vironmental, economic, politic
al, technological, social and in
tergovernmental themes.

Melosi, who has been at 
Texas A&M since 1975, said he 
became intrigued by the subject 
after enrolling in a research 
seminar on environmental 
problems as a graduate student 
at the University of Texas.

Melosi’s book is based on in
formation from municipal 
documents, census data, popu
lar and technical periodicals and 
reports of various civic organiza
tions acquired from 1975-76.

“I wasn’t simply trying to eva
luate the extent of the problem,” 
Melosi said. “I was trying to ex
amine the relatively mundane 
problem of pollution and how 
Americans respond to it.”

In early years, Americans did 
not recognize how and why gar
bage was generated, he said, but 
in the period between 1880- 
1920, they started to understand 
that it was a threat and a

problem.
“Although the subject is mun

dane, the questions it raises are 
not,” Melosi said. Refuse, he 
said, raised several uncomfort
able questions about health, aes
thetics, affluence, technology 
and the quality o’f urban life.

In the 19th century, the re
sponsibility for waste disposal 
was not defined, he said, and 
this stimulated debate over the 
extent and limits of individual 
vs. community responsibility.

Increasing consumption, 
material commitment and afflu
ence tend to be factors in the 
problem of waste generation, 
Melosi said. Today, the volume 
of waste continues to rise and 
thus, he said, the problem be
comes more complex.

The largest volume of waste is 
paper, while the volume of 
household waste is relatively 
small, Melosi said. Mining and 
industrial waste present a more 
immediate problem, he said.

As times change, the types of 
waste change and approaches

also have to change to meet the 
type of waste, he said.

Technology, he said, does not 
always solve the problem. When 
the automobile was invented, 
Americans thought of it as the 
“salvation of the street cleaner,” 
Melosi said, but instead it pro
duced a different type of waste.

Melosi said he thinks recycl
ing is important, but the prob
lem is trying to induce people to 
do it.

“The clean-up campaigns are 
very temporary, and there isn’t a 
very strong awareness (of 
them),” he said of the Texas

A&M campus. Although gar
bage on campus does not tend to 
be a great problem, there may be 
other types of waste, such as 
food waste, that are not as ob
vious to students, he said.

Although Melosi said he was 
prepared for all the ribbing he 
received when he wrote his 
book, he was not prepared for 
the enthusiastic response and 
the intense interest by public 
officials and organizations. He 
also said he did not expect the 
controversy that his book gener
ated.
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be contr , HOUSTON — Trinity Bay 
of them was much cleaner Sunday night 

as workers neared the end of 
pes tocrflManing a 110-barrel oil spill, a 
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il tanks ne Houston Ship Channel said, 
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Thursday, said Walter Sanford, and moved towards Morgan’s 
a spokesman for Sun Oil. Point at the base of the Houston

The oil seeped out of Trinity Ship Channel, a Coast Guard 
Bay near Chambers County, spokesman said.

Come Join Us For
Happy Hour!!

— 3-6 Daily —
990 Pitchers of Lowenbrau and Miller Lite
990 Orders of Nachos

at

ALFREDO’S TACOS AL CARBON
509 University Dr. NORTHGATE 846-3824
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EARN OVER $900 
A MONTH.

AND OPEN THE DOOR 
TOATOP

ENGINEERING FUTURE.

How many corporations would be willing to pay 
you over $900 a month during your junior and 
senior years just so you’d join the company after 
graduation? Under a special Navy program 
we’re doing just that. It’s called the Nuclear 
Propulsion Officer Candidate-College Program. 
And under it, you’ll not only get great pay during 
your junior and senior years, but after 
graduation you’ll receive a year of valuable grad
uate-level training that is not available from 
any other employer.

If you are a junior or senior majoring in 
math, engineering or physical sciences, find out 
more today. And let your career pay off while 
still in college.

For more information see the Naval 
Management Programs team in the MSC 
17-18 January or send a resume to Naval 
Management Programs (EO), 1121 Walker St., 
Houston, TX 77002 or call (713) 226-2412 
collect.

• INGREDIENTS MADE FRESH DAILY! NOTHING 
FROZEN (EVEN OUR DOUGH).

• DELICIOUS THICK CRUST PIZZA, DELIVERED HOT 
TO YOUR DOOR—AT NO EXTRA CHARGE.

WE’RE UP LATE:
MON.—THURS. 4P.M.—12:00A.M. FRI. 4:00P.M.—2:00A.M.
SAT. 11:00A.M.—2:00A.M. SUN. 11:00A.M.—12:00A.M.

ONE COUPON PER PIZZA

ONE COUPON PER PIZZA i Expires 2/8/82

ONE COUPON PER PIZZA Expires 2/8/82
• •****••**•••*•*¥#**•***************••**•

T‘ a $1 00 OH
12" or 14” PIZZA 

WITH ANY THREE ITEMS

Name.

Phone
ONE COUPON PER PIZZA Expires 2/8/82

ONE COUPON PER PIZZA Expires 2/8/82

SOCOff
ANY 12"PIZZA 

WITH ONE ITEM

Name.

Phone
ONE COUPON PER PIZZA Expires 2/8/82
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