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Congressmen question 
federal farm policies

Battalion break
photo by Karen Kaley

Prior to the Texas A&M-University of Houston basket
ball game Monday, The Battalion served two purposes:

entertainment and a comfortable seat for students wait
ing in front of G. Rollie White Coliseum.

United Press International
WASH INGTON — Members 

of Congress are skeptical about 
the Reagan administration’s 
announced policy that the Far
mers Home Administration will 
make every effort to prevent 
heavily indebted farmers from 
going broke.

In response to congressional 
queries based on reports from 
farmers, Agriculture Secretary 
John Block and Undersecretary 
Frank Naylor defended the sin
cerity of their policy in an 
appearance on Capitol Hill last 
week.

They said directors of state 
Farmers Home offices were cal
led to Washington last week to 
receive directives on a new poli
cy to give farmers every con
sideration to keep them in busi
ness.

Those directives are ex
pected to be communicated to 
local offices by this week.

Rep. Bill Alexander, D-Ark., 
reported that Farmers Home 
employees in his area had been 
insensitive to farmers who, be
cause of the weak farm eco
nomy, are behind in their pay
ments to the Agriculture De
partment farm lending agency 
that holds about 11 percent of 
farm debt.

What is the administration’s 
“precise policy” on delinquen
cies, he asked Block when the 
agriculture secretary appeared 
before the House appropria
tions agriculture subcommittee.
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“We are not and we do not 
feel it is appropriate to try and 
force farmers off the land,” 
Block said.

He said the administration is 
compassionate and concerned 
and the number of foreclosures 
will be quite small.

Alexander asked Block to 
communicate that attitude to 
local Farmers Home officials be
cause, he said: “As of now, 
they’re insensitive to these social 
problems that we’re discussing.”

Rep. Virginia Smith, R-Neb., 
spoke of fear and uneasiness 
among farmers in her district 
because of forced sales.

Naylor said most of the stories 
of foreclosures or forced sales 
prove to be untrue when the 
facts are checked out.

The agriculture secretary’s 
discretionary authority will be 
used.to keep farmers afloat dur
ing their current cash flow diffi
culties because officials recog
nize agriculture is the financial 
base and strength of this nation, 
he said.

Naylor said the government 
will make full use of its discre
tionary authorities, with policies 
such as deferring loan repay
ments for three years and then 
for another three years.

Farmers Home will change its 
policy and for the first time let 
farmet

fore Farmers Home 
permit them to splitnpajgH 
among Farmers Hoir. 
other lenders.

Rep. Jack Hightower,H 
Texas, complained abonj 
mers who could notqualH 
loans because of arequirnHH 
that they buy a certaind||§ 
of crop insurance thaiffi 
could not afford.

Naylor said a new ■ 
would drop that requirauH 
a condition for loans.

T he new FarmersHoiiie®^^_ 
cy was announced in With,. . yr kj 
ton earlier this month.BkijVOI. 'U IN 
fused to agree to a _
moratorium on foredrsHfe 
saying it would beirres[ 
but be said farmers wotif 
foreclosed upononlyinen 
circumstances.

Block got promises of 
ation from private bankenT|
Farm Credit System lea^V 
who said ihey have pb^/ f |

farmers pay other lenders be-

money to help farmerstkf 
the current bad times. |

Block and Naylor saidi Unit,
mers have cash flow proNs WASHIh 
but less than 1 perce “loud bang’ 
300,000 Farmers Homelx dem Geor; 
ers have serious pnfcfeais of 
Trouble spots are in the attempt, at 
High Plains, southern Mi noise was c 
pi, southern Georgia, p stone. 
Michigan and Nebrasu||T I here 
scattered counties elsewtr: president, 

said, sayin
dropped ft 
tion site.

Bush sa 
“nothing u 
“There wa 
it.”
> It all 1 

while Bush 
armored li 
alongside 
“thud” wa 
Secret Ser 

The via 
to the Exet

WAS! 
of being 
and bai 
$|,000-a 
gold chi 

The 
state dii 
Hosni 1 
other gu 
tunity tt 

One 
Reagan 
piece 1 
$209,50
sets were

One Two Fingers Dorm Shift 
Yours for s695
It’ll cover you UP- It’ll keep you warm. Besides, it 
says you have good taste when it comes to Tequila 
Two Fingers. Order one up . . . the Tequila and the 
Dorm Shirt. Just fill out the coupon below and send 
along $6.95 for each shirt. The rest is up to you.
Send check or money order to:
Two Fingers Tequila Merchandise Offer 
P.O. Box 02609, Detroit, MI 48202
Please send me ______  Dorm Shirt(s). I have enclosed
$6.95 for each Dorm Shirt ordered.
Specify women’s size(s): □ Small □ Medium

□ Large □ Extra Large

Name

Address

City

State Zip
No purchase required. Allow 4-6 weeks 
for delivery. Offer good in Continental 
U.S. only. Void where prohibited by law. 
Michigan residents add sales tax. Offer 
expires August 31, 1982.
©1981. Imported and bottled 
by Hiram Walker & Sons, Inc., 
Burlingame, CA. Tequila, 80 Proof. 
Product of Mexico.
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