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conomic indicators 
may hint good news

Class before lunch
staff photo by Eric MitchelJial

\ memra

juerBlJ I k*sa Biry» a junior pre-med major from San Antonio, Wednesday. The class was identifying plants in front of 
(> tears I on to her pen while taking a botany quiz on the Quad.
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United Press International
WASHINGTON — The 

administration Thursday wel
comed rare good news about the 
state of the sagging economy — 
the first increase since July in the 
government’s sensitive index of 
leading indicators.

However, analysts inside and 
outside government advised 
caution before hailing the onset 
of better times and warned that 
bad weather and revisions in the 
data may wipe out December’s 
increase and pull January into 
another decline.

The Commerce Department 
said its index of leading econo
mic indicators, the first sign of 
changing trends, increased 0.6 
percent last month.

“This is welcome news follow
ing the steep drop between July 
and October and suggests that 
the recession may soon touch 
bottom,” Commerce Secretary 
Malcolm Baldrige said.

“Taking November and De
cember together, it looks like the 
leading indicators are leveling 
off,” said Robert Ortner, Com
merce Department chief eco
nomist and an administration 
policy spokesman.

In Tuesday’s State of the Un
ion address, President Reagan 
forecast recovery in the latter 
part of 1982, but administration 
officials have been less ready to 
repeat their predictions of an

upturn in the spring.
The composite index gave lit

tle warning in advance of the 
current recession, which the Na
tional Bureau of Economic Re
search said began in July.

But once the recession set in, 
the index chronicled the dam
age by falling 0.8 percent in Au
gust, a sharp 2.1 percent in Sep

tember, another 1.8 percent in 
October and — after revision 
an additional 0.2 percent in 
November.

Ortner said the December in-' 
crease “is a further suggestion 
that the worst of the declines in 
the economy have occurred 
already.”
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AssociaJ Laetrile called useless 

by Mayo researchers
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United Press International
BOSTON — The nation’s 

Blackthi" only official study of Laetrile has 
Mlidedr found the controversial extract 
U.S.SX of apricot pits, long considered 
hofTat; &n anti-establishment remedy
0. for cancer, is useless against the 

disease, it was reported 
Thursday.

A research team headed by 
the Mayo Clinic said only one 
out of 175 incurable patients 
given Laetrile and placed on the 
diet commonly prescribed with 
the drug began to show prog- 
ess, but even he worsened and 

died 37 weeks later.
Most of the others died in an 

average of five months, said Dr. 
Charles G. Moertel, who headed 

; the 18-month study reported in 
fyjhe New England Journal of 

direct Medicine. The surviving 25 are
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close to death.
The researchers also said 

some patients in the study had a

I
 near-lethal level of cyanide, a 
component of Laetrile, in their 
blood.

“We gave it our best shot, but 
we could find nothing to recom
mend it to cancer patients,” 
Moertel said.

I He said the study was con- 
rJ ducted because “a large part of 

Tthe# *e American public was con- 
e fused” over conflicting claims on 
^ 11 l |i the effectiveness of Laetrile. 

iann . Moertel, who is head of 
Mayo’s Comprehensive Cancer 
Center and oncology depart
ment in Rochester, Minn., said 
the study was the only one done 
so far by recognized cancer sci
entists. The study also was the 
only one authorized by the fed
eral Food and Drug Administra
tion.

Even though it has received 
no FDA approval, Laetrile has 
been legalized by 27 of 50 states

and also is legal nationwide 
under a federal court order, the 
report noted.

The EDA and National Can
cer Institute has said for years 
the substance was worthless, but 
finally relented under public 
pressure and authorized the 
Mayo study.

The substance, known gener- 
ically as amygdalin, has been 
around as a folk medicine for 
centuries. It was revived as a 
cancer treatment in 1952 by 
Ernest Krebs Jr., who patented 
it under the name Laetrile and 
devised most of the treatment 
regimens used today.

The Committee for Freedom 
of Choice in Cancer Therapy, a 
pro-Laetrile group based in Los 
Altos, Calif., estimated 75,000 
Americans have used the subst
ance. Major suppliers were 
based in Mexico and California.

The Mayo researchers were

aided by the University of Cali
fornia at Los Angeles, Memorial 
Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center 
in New York City and the Uni
versity of Arizona Cancer Cen
ter in Tucson.

Participants, who ranged in 
age from 18 to 84, were general
ly in good condition despite can
cer of the lung, pancreas, sto
mach, kidney or other organs. It 
had been determined no con
ventional therapy would cure 
them or lengthen their life span.

“It must be concluded that 
amygdalin (Laetrile) in com
bination with high doses of vita
mins, pancreatic enzymes, and a 
diet of the type commonly em
ployed by ‘metabolic therapists’ 
is of no substantive value in the 
treatment of cancer,” the study 
concluded. “Further investiga
tion or clinical use of such ther
apy is not justified.”
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ONLY OFFERED HERE!
HAND-ENGRAVED COLLEGE MUGS NOW 
AVAILABLE WITH YOUR NAME INCLUDED!

COFFEE
MUG

ONLY
$5.95

BEER
MUG

ONLY
$6.95

10 - oz. 16 - oz.

TRULY SUPERB QUALITY MUGS, DEEPLY-ENGRAVED 
WITH YOUR SCHOOL LETTERS AND PERSONALIZED 
WITH THE NAME OF YOUR CHOICE. FINE MUGS YOU’LL 
BE PROUD TO OWN, PROUD.TO SHOW, PROUD TO USE. 
EVEN PROUD TO OFFER AS AN ALWAYS - APPRECIATED 
GIFT!
----------------------------------Order Yours Today------------------------------------------

MAIL WITH CASH, CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO:
U.S. COLLEGE MUGS
ROUTE 2 BOX 57, MANHATTAN, ILLINOIS 60442 
PLEASE RUSH ME — COFFEE(S) AT $5.95 AND OR BEER MUG(S) AT 
$6.95 AS INDICATED BELOW. I UNDERSTAND THAT IF NOT FULLY 
SATISFIED WITH THE OUTSTANDING QUALITY OF THIS UNIQUE PRO
DUCT, I MAY RETURN MY PURCHASE WITHIN 10 DAYS FOR A FULL 
REFUND. (LESS POSTAGE & HANDLING OF COURSE)

COFFEE MUG
BEER MUG

PRINT NAME TO BE ENGRAVED 
(Limit 8 Letters)

HOW
MANY

POSTAGE & HANDLING NO MATTER HOW MANY

UNIVERSITY NAME
YOUR NAME_______
ADDRESS _________
CITY______________

TOTAL

PRICE

$1.75

STATE ZIP___
Allow Up to 4-6 Weeks for Delivery

of m AGGADILLO T-SHIRTS
Maroon or White — All Sizes S97S

AGGADIJL.LO SWEATSHIRTS
Adult Sizes $1175 

Group Discounts Available
Call: Carolyn White 

846-8788 Office 693-0506 Home

OPPORTUNITY 
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To South America, Europe, Africa, the Mideast and 
Orient, and scattered locations around the globe where 
the petroleum industry depends on Dowell 
Schlumberger’s technical support.
We’re an international corporation, providing vital wellsite 
services which include oilwell stimulation cementing and 
testing.
Dowell Schlumberger (Dow-well Schlum-bur-jay) needs 
top notch engineers interested in the exciting career 
options we have available.
Currently working in more than 50 countries outside of 
North America, you could be assigned anywhere from 
Austrailia to Zaire, preforming wellsite operations in 
challenging environments.
For all this Dowell Schlumberger will reward you an 
exceptional starting salary, comprehensive employee 
benefits and an unprecedented opportunity to travel and 
live in foreign countries.
To find out more about our International opportunities 
contact your placement office for presentation and 
interview dates and let Dowell Schlumberger take you 
away to the top!

PRESENTATION
TIME

PLACE
INTERVIEWING

Thursday, February 4 
7-9 p.m.
410 Rudder Tower 
Friday, February 5

EiManrei

Dowell International Services 
Division of Dow Chemical U.S.A. 

Agent for

MSC TOWN HALL presents. . .
THE

OAKRIDGE
BOYS

Friday, February 26 
G. Rollie White Coliseum 
8:00 p.m.

Tickets: s9.50, s9.00, s7.50 
available at MSC Box Office

For more information:
845-2916


