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‘Rigoletto’ charms novice, expert opera fans
By Tim Foarde enjoyable introduction to opera.

Battalion Staff More than 2,000 people
Even to the untrained ear, the watched a cast of energetic sin- 

Texas Opera Theater’s per- gers perform Verdi’s master- 
formance of “Rigoletto” was an piece opera in English Thursday
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in Rudder Auditorium.
Rigoletto is the story of a 

mocking jester whose only soft 
spot is his love for his daughter. 
When his master, the Duke, 
seduces his daughter, Rigolet- 
to’s pursuit of revenge leads him 
to hire an assasin to kill the 
Duke.

The plan ultimately backfires 
though, and Rigoletto’s daugh
ter is killed by the assasin.

The powerful voice of bari
tone Robert McFarland carried 
the excitement throughout the 
performance. McFarland, a re
spectable actor as well as singer, 
portrayed a complex character 
— a man who all at once is the 
bitter mocker, the loving father 
and the vengeful jester smitten 
by a curse.

The hedonistic Duke (played 
by tenor Peter Puzzo) delights in 
charming and seducing the 
women of his court and makes a 
fitting subject for Rigoletto’s re
venge.

Puzzo highlighted his entr
ance with a song asking why he 
should choose one woman when 
tomorrow another will take her 
place. Ironically, his last song in 
the opera affirms that “women 
are fickle.”

The translation of “Rigolet
to,” originally composed in Ita-

The jester Rigoletto, played by Robert McFarland, third 
from left, confronts other.characters in Thursday night’s

performance of Rigoletto. The opera was sponsoredT 
MSC OPAS Committee. H

lian in 1851, helped the audi
ence understand and become in
volved in the plot. Although the 
purist may prefer opera in its 
original language, hearing 
“Rigoletto” in English allows a 
less experienced opera fan to

enjoy the story as well as the 
music.

It wasn’t a usual night of en
tertainment for Texas A&M stu
dents. But then, it wasn’t a typic
al Aggie audience.

Residents of the community

far outnumbered students. Con
sequently the whoops and hisses 
that frequently interrupt per
formances at Texas A&M — 
whether appropriate or not — 
were refreshingly missing.

As far as Rigoletto goes, the

Texas Opera Theater lias 
monstrated that the dn 
music and singing of an

can lie enjoyed by both 
novice and expert operae 
siast.

juniors seniors
Electrical engineering 
society wins certificate

graduate students
last eliaueeSS

The Gamma Mu chapter of 
the Electrical Engineering Hon
or Society has been awarded a 
national certificate of merit — 
one of only four awarded in the 
nation — for the society’s activi
ties during the 1980-81 school 
year.

achievement by electrical en
gineering students, Tony Raus- 
chuber, society president, said. 
Members also are involved in 
tutoring, public relations and 
preparing a resume book for the 
seniors.

The society’s primary pur
pose is to recognize outstanding

Rauschuber said the Gamma 
Mu chapter has approximately 
70 active members. A student

must have an overall GPRof: 
to become a member. Stni 
must be in the top third of 
class and juniors must bein 
top quarter.

Dr. Norman C. Grisu^ 
associate professor of elect! 
engineering, said mostofhis 
cruiting efforts for gr; 
school are aimed at society 
bers.
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through Feb. 19

Monday through Friday

8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

at
Yearbook Associates

Suite 140
Culpepper Office Pla^e 

(off Puryear Street)
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CULPEPPER OFFICES
SUITE #140

SAFEWAY

CULPEPPER PLAZA

EXXON

MONDAY EVENING • TUESDAY EVENING
SPECIAL SPECIAL

Salisbury Steak 
with

Mexican Fiesta
Dinner

Mushroom Gravy Two Cheese and
Onion EnchiladasWhipped Potatoes w chili

Your Choice of Mexican Rice
One Vegetable Patio Style Pinto Beans

Roll or Corn Bread and Butter Tostadas
Coffee or Tea Coffee or Tea

One Corn Bread and Butter

*if you have questions about eligibility or time, please call 693-
6756

Now Better Than Ever. You Will Be Pleased Wi 
These Carefully Prepared and Taste Tempting Foods

Each Daily Special Only $2.19 Plus Tax. 
“Open Daily”

Dining: 11 A.M. to 1:30 P.M. — 4:00 P.M. to 7:00 Pi

WEDNESDAY 
EVENING SPECIAL

Chicken Fried Steak 
w cream Gravy

Whipped Potatoes and 
Choice of one other 

Vegetable
Roll or Corn Bread and Butter 

Coffee or T ea

THURSDAY EVENING SPECIAL
Italian Candle Light Spaghetti Dinner 

SERVED WITH SPICED MEAT BALLS AND SAUCE 
Parmesan Cheese - Tossed Green Salad 

Choice of Salad Dressing — Hot Garlic Bread 
Tea or Coffee

FOR YOUR PROTECTION OUR PERSONNEL HAVE HEALTH CARDS.

FRIDAY EVENING 
SPECIAL

BREADED FISH 
FILET w TARTAR 

SAUCE 
Cole Slaw 

Hush Puppies 
Choice of one 

vegetable
Roll or Corn Bread & Butter 

Tea or Coffee

SATURDAY 
NOON and EVENING 

SPECIAL
Yankee Pot Roast 

(Texas Salad)
Mashed 
Potato w 

gravy
Roll or Corn Bread & Butter 

Tea or Coffee

■“Quality First’

SUNDAY SPECIAL 
NOON and EVENING

ROAST TURKEY DINNER
Served with 

Cranberry Sauce 
Cornbread Dressing 

Roll or Corn Bread - Butter 
Coffee or Tea 
Giblet Gravy 

And your choice of any 
One vegetable


