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Research shows vitamin E 
fights childhood blindness

United Press International
BOSTON — High doses of 

vitamin E given to premature 
babies can help prevent a prim
ary cause of childhood blind
ness, Texas medical researchers 
said Thursday.

Researchers from Baylor 
College of Medicine and the 
University of Texas found vita
min E given orally in high doses 
to 50 premature infants within 
24 hours of birth and daily for at 
least eight weeks thereafter 
prevented blindness. These in
fants suffered from retrolental 
fibroplasia, researchers said in 
the New England Journal of 
Medicine.

RF is caused when extra ox
ygen given to premature infants 
to prevent brain damage and 
death causes blood vessels in 
the eye to branch more thickly 
than normal. This can result in 
an opaque tissue forming be

hind the lens or in detachment 
of the retina — separation of the 
innermost lining of the eye.

RF damages vision in about 
1,500 children yearly in the Un
ited States and blinds 500 more, 
said Dr. Helen Mintz Hittner, 
coordinator of the study at the 
Texas Children s Hospital in 
Houston. In its mildest form, it 
causes such visual impairments 
as nearsightedness or lazy eye.

The vitamin did not, howev
er, reduce the numbers of in
fants affected by the disease. 
About 65 percent of each group 
— 50 infants received high 
doses and 51 low doses of the 
vitamin — contracted milder 
forms of the disorder.

“It’s not a panacea,” Hittner 
said. “It certainly could de
crease the incidence (of blind
ness) significantly, and, com
bined with some of the surgical 
therapies available, can belp

wipe it out. ”
An earlier study to pin down 

oxygen dosages that would not 
cause RF failed, and newborn 
specialists have had to “walk a 
very fine line” between provid
ing enough oxygen to keep the 
infant alive and providing 
amounts that would cause 
blindness, Hittner said.

Vitamin E combines with ox
ygen left over from the amount 
needed to sustain life and neut
ralizes it, Hittner said. The vita
min tends to concentrate in the 
retina.

The vitamin is used as a diet 
supplement and is being stu
died for other uses, but has not 
been approved by the federal 
Food and Drug Administration 
for eye disorders, she said.

But she said because the 
therapy is “a technique whose 
time has come,” the obstacles 
will probably be removed soon.

And now the land is his • • •

Cyanide poisoning still 
baffling Houston officials

United Press International
HOUSTON — A 32-year-old 

housewife, one of 10 people whose 
blood tests have revealed traces of 
cyanide from an unknown source, 
says she feels like a character in a 
science fiction novel: “Now it’s 
happening to me.”

City health officials said they 
were baffled by the nonfatal 
poisonings that have struck 10 
people in a 15-block area of the 
Heights, about four miles from 
downtown. The source of the 
poison remained unknown 
Wednesday night.

Linda Rassinier, 32, said blood 
tests conducted while she was 
being treated for bronchitis last 
week revealed the presence of 
cyanide.

“It’s frightening,” she said. 
“How often do you hear the word 
cyanide, let alone find out you 
have it in your blood?”

The tests showed Rassinier had

eight micrograms of cyanide per 
deciliter (about 3.4 ounces) of 
blood. Tests on the other patients 
have shown their blood contained 
between 2 micrograms and 28 
micrograms per deciliter.

Dr. Tim Oesch, a general prac
titioner who discovered the 
poisonings, said: “There’s not a 
whole lot of material available on 
the cyanide or its lethal dosage. 
But it appears that the tests are 
significant to the extent that 25 
percent of the lowest lethal dose is 
present.”

He said lethal doses of cyanide 
have been recorded between 100 
micrograms and 1,500 micro
grams per deciliter.

Symptoms, including dizziness, 
fatigue, nausea and depression, 
seem to disappear when the pa
tient leaves the area, indicating 
the body rapidly excretes the 
poison, Oesch said.

Rassinier said the cyanide left 
her bedridden last week, but she
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'Applications are now available through December 
11 for chairman, sub-chairman, and recreation 
coordinator in Room 216 MSC.

For more information call 845*1626

Now Better Than Ever. You Will Be Pleased With 
These Carefully Prepared and Taste Tempting Foods. 

Each Daily Special Only $2.19 Plus Tax. 
“Open Daily”

Dining: 11 A.M. to 1:30 P.M. — 4:00 P.M. to 7:00 P.M.

MONDAY EVENING 
SPECIAL

Salisbury Steak 
with

Mushroom Gravy 
Whipped Potatoes 

Your Choice of 
One Vegetable 

Roll or Corn Bread and Butter 
Coffee or Tea

TUESDAY EVENING 
SPECIAL

Mexican Fiesta 
Dinner

Two Cheese and 
Onion Enchiladas 

w chili
Mexican Rice 

Patio Style Pinto Beans 
Tostadas 

Coffee or Tea 
One Corn Bread and Butter

WEDNESDAY 
EVENING SPECIAL

Chicken Fried Steak 
w cream Gravy 

Whipped Potatoes and 
Choice of one other 

Vegetable
Roll or Corn Bread and Butter 

Coffee or Tea

THURSDAY EVENING SPECIAL
Italian Candle Light Spaghetti Dinner 

SERVED WITH SPICED MEAT BALLS AND SAUCE 
Parmesan Cheese - Tossed Green Salad 

Choice of Salad Dressing — Hot Garlic Bread 
Tea or Coffee

FOR YOUR PROTECTION OUR PERSONNEL HAVE HEALTH CARDS.

FRIDAY EVENING 
SPECIAL

BREADED FISH 
FILET w TARTAR 

SAUCE
Cole Slaw 

Hush Puppies 
Choice of one 

vegetable
Roll or Corn Bread & Butter 

Tea or Coffee

SATURDAY 
NOON and EVENING 

SPECIAL
Yankee Pot Roast 

(Texas Salad) 
Mashed 
Potato w 

gravy
Roll or Corn Bread & Butter 

Tea or Coffee

SUNDAY SPECIE 
NOON and EVENING

ROAST TURKEY DINNER 
Served with 

Cranberry Sauce 
Cornbread Dressing 

Roll or Corn Bread - Butter - 
Coffee or Tea 
Giblet Gravy 

And your choice of any 
One vegetable

United Press International
AUSTIN — A relieved Jesse 

Johnson greeted the news that he 
had passed the last legal hurdle in 
obtaining clear title to his proper
ty by working the land he and his 
wife have owned for 53 years.

“I got to stay here now and try 
to work it, ” said Johnson, who was 
born 81 years ago and reared U/z 
miles from the 120 acres. “I got to 
keep making a living at it now. Yes 
sir, I’m sure glad it’s over.”

The Leon County farmer said 
he had been out working the land 
when a telephone caller notified 
him the governor had signed a pa
tent, an official document granting 
him clear title to the property.

“I wish he was here, ” Clements 
said in Austin.

It took passage of a constitu
tional amendment by Texas voters 
in the Nov. 3 election to give John
son and two other families clear 
title to their land.

“I think justice is done,” Cle
ments said. “It’s a good feeling to 
know that these kinds of circumst
ances can be reconciled and those 
people are given their just due. ”

Johnson raised nine children on 
the land, and then learned he did 
not hold clear title. W.Q. Barrett,

who owns 107 acres, and Marion 
and Glenn Toal, who own 67.2 
acres, also learned they did not 
hold clear titles.

The problem arose from a grant 
of 640 acres of land to a soldier for 
the Republic of Texas, Thornton 
P. Kuykendall, who was given the 
right to claim the property as pay
ment for his service in guarding 
the baggage during the Battle of 
San Jacinto.

Kuykendall properly claimed 
320 acres of land in Leon and 
Freestone counties, filed survey 
notes on 320 acres in Leon County 
which includes the Johnson farm, 
and later filed a claim for title to 
221 acres in Young County. Re
cords in the general land office 
show Kuykendall failed to file 
proper documentation with his

second 320-acre claim in Leon Johnson bought his 120-acr 
County, and the state never legal- tract for $2,000 and paid for it wit 
ly surrendered title to the proper- wages he earned as a 26 cent-ar. ! 
ty. hour section hand for the railroad

The Best Pizza In Town! Honest

WE DELIVER 
846-3412

Mr. Gatti's Pizzamat
AFTER 5 P.M. — MIN. $5.00 ORDER

felt better this week.
“It’s an intermittent thing,” she 

said. “Last Wednesday, I was terr
ibly depressed and cried for six 
hours straight. I was hysterical. I 
didn’t even know about the 
cyanide then.

Rassinier said blood tests for her 
husband and 12-year-old daughter 
were negative. The family plans to 
stay in the Heights unless there’s a 
death or lethal level found, she 
said. “Then I’d consider leaving, ” 
she said.

Dr. Herbert McKee, a city 
health official, said epidemiolog
ists were interviewing the 10 vic
tims and testing other people, 
hoping to discover the source of 
the poison through a common link 
among the victims.

“We re asking them about occu
pational experience, life style, re
creation, food, medicine, a lot of 
things, trying to establish a pat
tern,” he said.

NOW OPEN
GesiciSie.

iJtaLian duLs-inz

OPEN: FOR LGNCH 
11:00-2:00 P.M.

FOR DINNER 
5:00-10:00 P.M.

404 E. UNIVERSITY

ALPHA LAMBDA DELTA 
&

PHI ETA SIGMA 
CHRISTMAS 

DECORATING PARTY

Date: Friday, Dec. 4 
Time: 2:45 p.m.
Where: Brazos County Geriatrics Center

Bring enough decorations to decorate 
doors &: cafeteria.

Also, bring Christmas cookies & fruit.

Come help us brighten up a senior citizen’s 
Christmas!
For more information.

Call 693-7660 or 260-1800

|f you think “high bias” is ' 
discrimination against tall people, 
you’re not ready for New Memorex.

High bias tape is specially formu
lated to deliver remarkably improved 
sound reproduction, particularly in 
the higher frequencies.

And no high bias tape does that 
better than totally new Memorex 
HIGH BIAS II.

We’ve developed a unique new 
formulation of superfine ferrite crys
tal oxide particles. And while that’s a 
mouthful to say, it delivers an earful 
of results.

Singers ring out more clearly. 
Snare drums snap and cymbals

shimmer with startling crispness.
Even quiet passages sound 

clearer. Because new Memorex 
HIGH BIAS II has 4 to 5dB lower 
noise. Which means dramatically 
reduced tape hiss.

And thanks to Permapass,™ our 
extraordinary new binding process 
the music you put on the tape stays 
on the tape. Play after play, 
even after 1,000 plays.

In fact, new 
Memorex will always 
deliver true sound

reproduction. Or we’ll replace it. Free.
So trust your next recording to new 

Memorex. In HIGH BIAS II, normal 
bias MRX I or METAL IV.

As a discriminating tape user, 
you’ll have a high opinion of the 
results.

A highly biased opinion, 
that is.
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 LIMIT ONE PER PERSON Offer void where prohibited, taxr-: restricted Allow 4 to 6 weeks for delivery This

I coupon may not be mechanically reproduced and must accompany your request Expires March 1 198?

© 1981, Memorex Corporation. Santa Clara. California 95052. U.S.A.

Ready? Get a Memorex 
HIGH BIAS II Cassette for $m.
Send us this coupon with $1.00 check or money order payable to 
“Memorex," and we’ll send you a HIGH BIAS IIC-90 (sugg. retail price 
$5.99). Mail to.- MEMOREX, P.O. Box 2899, Reidsville, NC 27322.
Note: HIGH BIAS II tapes are designed for exclusive use on recorders with a 
Type II (Cr02) setting.

Name. 

Street. 

City _

.Usual tape brand.

.State. .Zip.

NOW MORE THAN EVER 
WE ASK: IS IT LIVE, OR IS IT


