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A&M awaits new testing lab

By CATHY CAPPS
Battalion Reporter 

When construction of the

gineering Laboratories Center is 
completed next fall, Texas A&M 

En- University will have a structural

TAKE A BREAK!
Celebrate Chanukah

Sunday December 6, 5 p.m.
with

Homemade Latkes
and a

Gift Exchange (optional) 
(bring a gift under $3) 

at the

Jewish Student Center 
800 Jersey 

C.S.
ZXH

shellenberger’s

research lab comparable to few 
others in the United States.

The special lab is part of the 
center under construction on Biz- 
zell Street between the Civil En
gineering Building and the Zachry 
Engineering Center. Its primary 
use will be testing large structures 
ranging from highway beams to 
bridge components. Dr. Teddy 
Hirsch, civil engineering profes
sor and research engineer, said.

Civil engineering Professor 
Bob Callaway said the building’s 
design makes the lab unique. The 
strengths of structures and build
ing materials will be tested on a 
huge, strong floor and hydraulic 
jacks.

The lab employs a random load
ing system and is not limited to 
testing only certain structures, 
Hirsch said.

Dr. Robert Olson, civil en
gineering professor and research 
engineer, said vehicles, airplanes, 
offshore components, large beams 
and even a small building may be 
tested in the new lab.

“The whole floor and basement

is sort of a test machine,” Olson 
said.

Hirsch said the lab will have a 
work area 40 feet wide, 100 feet 
long, and 42 feet high.

The floor of the lab is 2 feet thick 
and is covered with approximately 
280 holes, which serve as tie-down 
points for the tested elements. 
The holes are about 3 inches in 
diameter and extend through the 
floor. Hydraulic jacks act against 
the steel-reinforced concrete to 
test the strength of materials by 
either pushing or pulling against 
the floor, Hirsch said.

The test floor of the lab is de
signed to handle loads of 100,000 
pounds at each tie-down point. 
One special machine contained in 
the lab has the capacity of more 
than half a million pounds, and can 
be used separately from the strong 
back floor system.

Civil engineering is responsible 
for approximately $5 million in 
funded research per year, with 
much research sponsored by the 
Department of Transportation 
and private industry, Hirsch said.

* ‘Not just apparel 
but a way of life/ ’ BOB BROWN

Air Line Reservations 
(Free Ticket Delivery)

UNIVERSAL TRAVEL | (713) 846-8719

TOURS • CRUISES • TRAVEL COUNSELING

HOTEL MOTEL & RENT CAR RESERVATIONS 
CHARTER FLIGHTS

"If You Have Tried The Rest — Why Not Try The BEST" 

BOB BROWN JO ANN MUZNY PAM HALL

RAMADA INN LOBBY 

COLLEGE STATION, TEXAS 77840

Barracuda 
Jacket

The classic casual jacket- has been interpreted 
for us in a rugged, yet comfortable poplin Knit
ted collar, bottom and cuffs; buttoned flapped 
hand-warmer pockets, $45. Corduory - $52.50.

jfiar,

Fairisle 
Sweater

Ladies will find our sweater collection to be an 
excellent way to add style to an oufit. Shown is 
the classic Fairisle design in lambswool. Wide 
selection of colors. $40-$55.

Townshire
1919 Texas Ave., Bryan _______

Relax, Have Fun, 
Enjoy

o

Enter a new wonderful 
world of excitement.
The atmosphere is different 

— the perfect setting: for your favorite 
cocktails! And what food! The menu 
offers a variety that all the family 

will enjoy. Popular prices, too.

Discover Julie’s Place soon
it’s the kind of restaurant that makes you 

want to come back again and again. 
607 Texas Ave. College Station 

Phone: 696-1427
Open every day — Lunch, Dinner, Cocktails

The Engineering Laboratory Center, south under construction. The building 
of Zachry Engineering Building, is currently used as a testing center for large structwi|

Mystery cyanide poisoning 
affecting Houston residents

irts ti
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United Press International
HOUSTON — At least 10 resi

dents of a Houston Heights neigh
borhood are suffering from

cyanide poisoning, but city offi
cials have been unable to identify 
the source of contamination.

No deaths have resulted from

:ed t 
sent

ATTENTION: 

GRADUATING SENIORS!
Order Your Diploma Frames

NOW

PECANS
Last Chance Before Christmas

and we'll mount your diploma while-you-wait on graduation day!
Choose any of our large selection of 
chrome and wood frames to distinguish 
your accomplishment. It's the perfect X- 
MAS gift for yourself or a friend. . .

109 College Main — or
Theo's Gallery, Culpepper Plaza

693-4700 or 846-3213

the poisoning, but there k en 
been complaints of headacl* pin£ 
nausea and a general lack offfi |inR 
vation. Health officials saidTm !:00
day the amount of the chemiffl The 
the residents tested is not f'lftaxp; 
near lethal, but victims claim hires a 
symptoms disappear whenre. 0 
leave the area. ianot

Dr. Tim Oesch said the site babh
tion was more threateningtolilf t ye
tyles than to lives. The soil ilmgr, 
needs to he found quickly, hesai itjon 

The neighborhood is betwefl rtrot 
small city park and the GulfCs 
Bible College. One ofthepfl? More 
works near copper cyanide 3t|pears 
electroplating plant, but Off 
said he cannot pinpoint the so®1 
of contamination for theothersl 

Dallas Evans, chief of thecj 
Bureau of Air Quality Coi 
said it must be from the air,’ 
or food, since no other cases! 
been reported in the city.
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$ 1.75/LB. FOR “DESIRABLE” $ 1.35/LB. FOR “STUART”

(sold in 10 lb. bags)
Send in your order today — pick-up time will be December 7, 7 a.m. to 
6 p.m. at loading dock of Plant Science Building.

(Proceeds will go towards building our club greenhouse)

Name:
Address:

Phone:
I would like:

Send To:
TAMU Horticulture Club 
Dept, of Hort. Sciences 
Plant Science Building 
TAMU
College Station, Tx. 77843

10 LB. BAGS OF DESIRABLE @ $1.75/LB. 
10 LB. BAGS OF STUART @ $1.35/LB____

TOTAL DUE AT LOADING DOCK 

Signature________________________
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MSC TRAVEL
COMMITTEE

announces

Sign-ups begin for Spring Break..
Purgatory Ski Trip March 13-20, 1982 

Keystone Ski Trip
$395.00 l

March 12-18, 1982 
$360.00

(Meals, transportation, accommodations 
and lift tickets)

... at SPO Secretaries’ Island, MSC #216
$150 deposit upon sign-up.
For more info, call 845-1514 for MSC Travel
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