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Sports
Coach should be given fair 
chance to see result of work

TANK MCNAMARA

Rumors are once again spreading of the pos- 
ile dismissal of head coach Tom Wilson, 
latsoothing unusual. The thing that is parti- 

tularly disturbing to me is the fact that some- 
ttjjig may happen soon. If it’s the wrong move 
itis indeed unfortunate.

Most likely some person(s) with power and 
no knowledge of the football program will like
ly Blake the decision to keep him or run him

I m not saying that Wilson will quit, be fired 
orgivenavote of confidence. That is not up to

Ritchie
Priddy

Several things should be made perfectly 
dear before any action is taken, though. One, 
Tom Wilson has the respect and admiration of 
bis player# and the people who know him. In 
fact, l would dare say that anyone who has had 
the opportunity to meet the man would have 
trouble criticizing him.

Sure, he’s had trouble coming up with a 
winner. That is starting to turn around now. 
However, everyone, or at least those few bles
sed individuals with power, thinks that a coach 
has to win from day one. People seem to forget 
it takes time to build a program, especially 
with a new offensive attack. Throw in a 
loathing change and it takes even longer.

When Emory Bellard Left AficM for greener 
pastures the players, almost without excep
tion, insisted upon Wilson as his replacement. 
Why? Wilson cared about his players enough 
to take that extra step it takes to help his play
ers perform.

Wilson also has a great offensive mind. One 
only has to look at his record for proof of that. 
Not his win-loss record, though that is not bad 
in itself. A winning record takes time to build
up.

Wilson took over a wishbone team, one that 
was quite effective. However, it was also one 
that had its share of critics. People said they 
loukl write the A&M game plan on a postage 
stamp (Up the middle in a cloud of dust). 
Tilings had to change and Wilson was just the 
man to do it.

People seemed to forget that his first play as 
head coach called for a pass from the 1- 
formation with a man in motion, something 
unheard of from A&M. That play, against Rice 
in 1978, resulted in a long touchdown pass. 
That should have told everyone things were 
going to change.

Since then he has been through two had

seasons (6-5 and 4-7). Lots of excuses can be 
made for the performances of his teams.

It doesn’t seem to matter that A&M’s losses 
in ’79 were by fewer than 28 points, two of 
which were by one point. The Aggies traveled 
to Penn State with an 0-2 record and upset 
them 27-14 and they closed out the year with a 
13-7 win over Texas. Given a few breaks, the 
Ags could have been 9-2.

Although last year’s team was different, 
finishing 4-7, it showed a lot of character and 
determination. Not many people picked up 
the fact that beginning with the second half of 
the Arkansas game last year A&M was a diffe
rent team. One that believed in themselves.

Wilson takes the blame for the mistakes and 
losses endured during his tenure as, I guess, a 
coach should. At the same time he doesn’t give 
himself much of the credit for his successes.

Though he has had his problems winning all 
of the games, he has instilled a winning atti
tude in his players, and that alone is probably 
the most important thing a team can have.

That is particularly true of this year’s team. 
Unfortunately, most people can’t see that, or 
what’s worse, don’t even want to see it.

Having been around the team off and on 
since last April, I have had the opportunity to 
observe the attitude and “feeling of the team.

The general attitude reflects one of confi
dence, leadership and desire.

The players are confident that they are win
ners. They believe they can win. On and off 
the field they are winners. Something Wilson 
takes particular pride in is the fact that so many 
players are doing much better in school as well 
as in football. Not many coaches can claim that.

The leadership that has been absent for so 
long is finally there. Seniors such as Kent 
Adams, David Bandy, Keith Baldwin, Mike

Little and Mike Whitwell see to that. But it 
doesn’t stop there. Many of the younger play
ers, juniors on down, are becoming leaders, 
good team leaders.

Desire is one of the main ingredients of a 
winning program. Everyone involved wants to 
be a winner. Few, however, will pay the price 
of success. I can’t help but think that one 
would be hardpressed to find one, just one, 
player on the 1981 squad that is not willing to 
pay that price.

Youth and talent are also characteristic of 
this team. There are only five starting seniors 
on the squad. The team is young but has per
formed well this year. Through nine games it 
ranks among the leaders in total offense. That’s 
rather remarkable considering the fact that the 
first team is made up largely of underclassmen. 
The defense is almost the same way. The Texas 
Aggies are clearly a team of the future.

When you have the talent of Johnny Hector, 
Earnest Jackson and Thomas Sanders, each 
gifted in different ways, you’ve got one of the 
best backfields in the nation. That’s excluding 
perhaps the best quarterback in the confer
ence. Next year look for some all-Americans 
back there.

Defensively it’s more of the same.
Still, people consider only the won-loss re

cord of a coach, especially here at A&M. I 
would hate to think of a university, of any size, 
where the pressure applied to the head coach 
is worse than that of Texas A&M. Other than 
the possilde exception of Texas one doesn’t 
exist.

I can’t figure out why this is so. Maybe 
people have things in proper perspective; 
maybe they don’t here.

Whatever the reason, the pressure that Wil
son has endured his entire reign is tremendous 
and he is paying a price for that.

The continuous threat of one’s job being 
taken away is enough to bring down even the 
strongest individual. Sooner or later it comes 
time to draw the line. One side has got to give 
or stand up for what he believes in. Wilson 
believes in his team and I think that he will do 
what is best for his team, even if that means 
stepping down.

I am nothing more than a believer in this 
1981 football team and in the man that has 
taken them from the depths of frustration to 
the edge of something great. How anyone can 
destroy something like that is beyond me.
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Pitt, Clemson strengthen 
positions as top two teams

Aggies defeat Rice for second place
With the hosting Texas A&M 

University soccer team winning 2- 
0 over Rice University midway 
through the first half. Owl coach 
Mike Henshaw turned to one of 
his players on the bench.

Texas tickets 
to be distributed 
differently

“We can get this game back 
easily,’ he said. 'All we need is 
one goal. ”

One minute later, the Aggies 
scored again to take a 3-0 lead, and 
the Rice sideline became quiet. 
Although they played aggressively 
the entire game, the Owls weren’t 
able to catch the Aggies, who won 
Saturday’s match 5-1 with two 
more second-half goals.

With the win, the Aggies 
finished the season with a second- 
place 4-0-3 record in the South

west Conference Soccer League, 
while the team’s overall record 
was 7-4-3.

Carlos Gutierrez scored the 
Aggies’ first goal off’ an assist by 
Neto Walsh 15 minutes into the 
first half, while Walsh came hack

to add a goal one minute later. 
Walsh scored his second goal of 
the match 10 minutes later as the 
Aggies took a 3-0 lead at halftime.

Texas A&M’s Gutierrez and 
Carlos Cline scored in the second 
half for the Aggies’ last two goals.

United Press International
NEW YORK — Georgia, the 

defending national champion, in
ched its way to the No. 3 ranking 
today while Pittsburgh and Clem
son strengthened their positions 
as the top two teams in college 
football in balloting by UPI’s 
Board of Coaches.

The top-rated Panthers, 9-0 fol
lowing a 48-0 triumph over Army, 
became just the second team to 
hold down the No. 1 position for 
three straight weeks. Pittsburgh, 
riding the nation’s longest win
ning streak among major colleges 
at 16 games, received 40 of the 42 
first-place votes from UPI’s 
coaching board and accumulated 
628 points.

Clemson, 10-0, champion of 
the Atlantic Coast Conference and 
on the verge of its first perf ect sea
son in 33 years, received the re
maining two first-place votes and 
totaled 584 points.

With Washington’s 13-3 upset 
of Southern California — rated 
third last week — the oncebeaten 
Bulldogs rose to their highest rat
ing this season. Georgia received 
515 points from the board — com
posed of six coaches from each of 
seven geographical sections of the 
country.

Alabama, 8-1-1 following a sur
prisingly easy 31-16 victory over 
Penn State, jumped two spots to 
the No. 4 position, receiving 505 
points. The victory gave Bear 
Bryant his 314th coaching victory, 
tying him with Amos Alonzo Stagg 
for the most wins ever by a coach.

Rounding out the Top 10 are

Student ticket distribution has 
been changed for the Texas A&M- 
Texas game, according to ticket 
manager Jim Kotch.

Beginning Thursday at 7 a. m. 
seniors and graduate students may 
pick up their tickets.

Friday juniors may pick up their 
tickets, Monday sophomores and 
Tuesday freshmen. Any remain
ing tickets will go on sale 
Wednesday.

Also, students are urged to keep 
their coupon books if they wish to 
purchase howl tickets should the 
Aggies receive a hid.
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CHARLES E. THOMAS, C.L.U.-&
Takes Pleasure In Announcing 

The Relocation of THOMAS ASSOCIATES 
Representing

UH PROTECTIVE LIFE® 
IIMSURAIMCE COIVIRAIMY
WOfVIE OFFICE - BIRIVIIIMOMAIVI, ALABAMA

ft

To Their NEW OFFICES 
Located In The METRO CENTRE
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3833 Texas Ave., Suite 476 
Bryan 

696-7714
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Now Better Than Ever. You Will Be Pleased With 
These Carefully Prepared and Taste Tempting Foods. 

Each Daily Special Only $2.19 Pius Tax. 
“Open Daily”

Dining: 11 A.M. to 1:30 P.M. — 4:00 P.M. to 7:00 P.M.

Tk
SState

o
Prescriptions Filled 
Glasses Repaired

216 N. MAIN

BRYAN
Mon.-Fri.
Sat.

822-6105 
8 a.m.-5 p.m. 
8 a.m.-1 p.m

MONDAY EVENING 
SPECIAL

Salisbury Steak 
with

■Mushroom Gravy 
Whipped Potatoes 

Your Choice of 
One Vegetable 

Roll or Corn Bread and Butter 
Coffee or Tea

TUESDAY EVENING WEDNESDAY
SPECIAL EVENING SPECIAL

Mexican Fiesta Chicken Fried Steak
Dinner w cream Gravy

Two Cheese and Whipped Potatoes and
Onion Enchiladas Choice of one other

w chili Vegetable
Mexican Rice Roll or Corn Bread and Butter

Patio Style Pinto Beans 
Tostadas

Coffee or Tea
One Corn Bread and Butter

Coffee or Tea

THURSDAY EVENING SPECIAL

Amity
LSAT
SEMINARS

/•? -

‘oc,

Italian Candle Light Spaghetti Dinner 
SERVED WITH SPICED MEAT BALLS AND SAUCE 

Parmesan Cheese - Tossed Green Salad 
Choice of Salad Dressing — Hot Garlic Bread 

Tea or Coffee
FOR YOUR PROTECTION OUR PERSONNEL HAVE HEALTH CARDS.

15 student average class size 
5Specialist Instructors 
Convenient weekend classes 
EXCLUSIVE MATH REFRESHER

Classes for the Dec. 5 
LSAT meet in Austin and 
Houston Nov. 21, 22 & 23.

For information call

800-243-4767

FRIDAY EVENING 
SPECIAL

BREADED FISH 
FILET w TARTAR 

SAUCE
Cole Slaw 

Hush Puppies 
Choice of one 

vegetable
Roll or Corn Bread & Butter 

Tea or Coffee

SATURDAY 
NOON and EVENING 

SPECIAL
Yankee Pot Roast 

(Texas Salad) 
Mashed 
Potato w 

gravy
Roll or Corn Bread & Butter 

Tea or Coffee

|“Quality First”I

SUNDAY SPECIAL 
NOON and EVENING

ROAST TURKEY DINNER 
Served with 

Cranberry Sauce 
Cornbread Dressing 

Roll or Corn Bread - Butter - 
Coffee or Tea 
Giblet Gravy 

And your choice of any 
One vegetable

No. 5 Nebraska, the Big Eight 
Conference champion and host 
team for the Orange Bowl, No. 6 
Michigan, No. 7 Texas, No. 8 
Southern Mississippi, No. 9 
Southern California and No. 10 
Arkansas.

The second 10 consists of No. 11 
North Carolina, No. 12 Washing
ton State, No. 13 UCLA, No. 14 
Penn State and No. 15 Brigham 
Young.

Also, Washington is rated 16th 
followed by No. 17 Iowa, No. 18 
Ohio State, No. 19 West Virginia 
and No. 20 Missouri.

Southern Cal, the only other of 
the six teams rated No. 1 this year 
to hold that position for three 
weeks, tumbled six positions this

week while Penn State, losing for 
the second time in three weeks, 
dropped nine spots.

Nebraska, 8-2, advanced two 
places as did Michigan, Texas, 7- 
1-1, and undefeated and once-tied 
Southern Mississippi.

Arkansas, with a 13-10 victory 
over Texas A&M, moved up three 
spots to reach the Top 10 for the 
first time this season.

Oklahoma, rated 11th last- 
week, lost to Missouri 19-14 and 
dropped from the rankings for the! 
first time this season. ; |

Also dropping out of the Top 20 
are Hawaii, which lost its first- 
game of the season last week to? 
Brigham Young (13-3), Florida 
State and Minnesota.

JEFF’S S 
PERFORMANCE 

CENTER
ONtf*4^4 4^4 W ★ Tune-Ups * Carb Repairs

★ Starters * Alternators
★ Clutches * Brakes
★ General Auto Repairs
★ Performance & Efficiency Mods
★ Stock & Custom Engines
★ Corvette Repairs Of All Types
★ Hi-Performance Parts & Ac

cessories
★ All Work Fully Guaranteed

8*2-4934
1801 Cavitt — Bryan

Whoever Said 
"Perm" Means "Frizz"?

Let us set the record straight about curl 
can achieve the look you'd love with a 
Redken perm. Our professional analysis 
shows which Redken® perm to use. From 
there on, you and your stylist design the 
finished look —from curly to soft body. 
Call today. If you're 
ready for hair 
without care.

We

REDKEN
ALBERTS HAIR DESIGN

WOODSTONE CENTER
Harvey Rd. (Hwy. 30)

Open at 
9:00

696-3003

Mondav-Saturday

JUST IN TIME FOR CHRISTMAS

PRICES REDUCED ON ENTIRE INVENTORY!
Solid 14K Gold oil well drill bit replica.............................................. Reg/ $170.00

$135.00
14K Texas ring with 1.66 total weight of Pave Diamonds .... Reg $2,750.00

$1,995.00
2.60 Ct total weight Ballerina Diamond ring...............................Reg $11,950.00

$10,450.00
1.38 Ct total weight Ballerina Diamond ring . :........................... Reg. $5,950.00

$4,950.00
14K Gold chains reduced 25%

Save 25% on all loose colored Gemstones.
Aquamarine, Amethyst, Garnet, Tourmaline, Topaz, Lapis, Blue Topaz, 
lolite, Peridot, Emerald, Ruby and Sapphire.

Register for

2V2 pesos piece with 
Rope Bezel & chain valued over 

$400.00

(veins
693-1G47

505 University Dr., 
Suite 701, College Station
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