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Pioneering police captain looks back

Women officers assuming equal
United Press International

LOS ANGELES — Connie 
fipeck, the police department’s 
irst female captain, remembers 
rearing skirts to work in 1957 be- 
ause women officers were not 
ssued uniforms.

They didn’t handle liquor store 
itickups, homicides and hostage 
apers, either.

Today, in a more liberated 
lolice department, she still wears 
Iresses on the job. She also com- 
nands about 225 officers in the 

Fernando Valley as head of 
he uniform and traffic divisions of 
he police department’s West Val- 
ey station.

Speck, 49, climbed the ranks 
om rookie to captain in 23 years. 
)n the way she had four children 

and raised six, made it through law 
chool, and overcame a bout with 
Icoholism.

She was a rookie in the ’50s 
hen Los Angeles policewomen

worked as matrons in the jail or on 
patrol in the juvenile division, 
handling child beatings, molesta­
tions and other sex offenses.

Her first assignment was juve­
nile patrol — in street clothes.

“We’d roll on all the hot shot 
calls, she said. Women were not 
dispatched to handle rough calls in 
those days.

“Everybody thought, including 
me, that women can’t do the job of 
a police officer, being in a uniform 
in a black and white car, answer­
ing all these robbery calls,” she 
said. “Now I see women doing it. ”

Speck said her upbringing and 
culture required women to do 
feminine things. Being a cop did 
not fit the image.

But attitudes, even at the police 
department, have changed with 
the times. In 1975 the City Coun­
cil decreed that women there 
would be treated equally.

Speck was no bra-burner. Being

a woman in a man’s world of guns, 
suspects and crime meant doing 
her job and going along with the 
system.

“I lived within the system,” she 
said of her steady climb to a 
$50,000 per year police job. “I 
didn’t make any waves.”

While some other female offic­
ers stayed in traditionally woman- 
oriented jobs, Speck set her sights 
on advancement.

She was promoted to captain 
Oct. 5, 1980. Earlier this year, a 
second female LAPD officer made 
captain.

“Women are attracted to police 
work,” Speck said. “Those who 
are generally have aggressive ten­
dencies. But if they are not strong 
enough, they don’t get past the 
(police) academy.”

There are about six women in 
her command and about 300 
female officers in the entire 
LAPD, said Speck, whose hus­

band, Dale, retired from the 
police department as an assistant 
chief and is currently an attorney 
with the California Attorney Gen­
eral’s office.

“I am watching the women 
going out there and doing it and

talking to the officers who work 
with them, ” she said. “To see their 
attitudes change is interesting be­

cause most of the women, like 
most of the men, can do it. Some 
women can’t; some men can’t.”
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United Press International
CAPE CANAVERAL. Fla. — 

For about 36 hours during the up- 
oming second flight of the space 
huttle Columbia, astronaut 
tichard Truly will become a man 
iith a bionic arm.

The arm is a remote manipula- 
ir built in a Canadian $100 mil- 
ion development effort and don- 
ted by that country’s National 
ssearch Council as its contribu- 
m to America’s new orbital 
msportation system.

But in space it is capable of picking 
up objects that are up to 60 feet 
long, 15 feet wide and weigh as 
much as 65,000 pounds.

The machine will unload future 
itellites in orbit and eventually 

• P ill reach out and grab some for 
I :,urnt° Earth. In the flight start- 
I1.v|irNov. 4, the manipulator will 

it have a satellite to launch but 
ill be exercised in virtually every 
ration.
Bruce Aikenhead of the Nation- 

'Research Council said it likes to 
I chuckle^]) thg device an “arm” and the 

:scription is apt in many re- 
lects.
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Like a human arm, the 50-foot- 
mg manipulator has a rotating 
loulder socket, an elbow joint 
at moves in only one direction, 
id a wrist that has two joints and 
loves both ways.

The arm is powered by six built- 
he livint* electric motors. It is equipped 
replacinj ithaclosed circuit television sys- 

with cameras at the elbow and

icw l) 
room

During Columbia’s launch, the 
remote manipulator folds and is 
carried in a cradle mounted inside 
the left side of Columbia’s cargo 
bay. The shoulder joint of the arm 
is linked to a bracket mounted at 
the top of the left side of the cargo 
hold at the forward end, near Col­
umbia’s cockpit.

Astronauts have three means of 
controlling the arm. An automatic 
system allows it to be manipulated 
through preprogrammed man­
euvers by a computer. With a 
manual system, Truly will move 
the arm through its sequence, us­
ing his hand and arm to maneuver 
the manipulator.

The third system is a backup 
and includes a separate electro­
nics system in case the primary 
wiring fails.

The likeness to the human arm 
ends at the wrist. In place of a 
hand, there is a grapple. This was 
designed to meet NASA specifica­
tions for loading and unloading 
satellites in orbit. It will function 
only on satellites equipped for 
pickup by the grapple.

The arm was built by Canada’s 
SPAR Aerospace Ltd. of Weston, 
Ontario. Although it donated the 
first arm to NASA, the agency has 
ordered three more at a cost of $65 
million. And the company hopes 
to sell more.
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The arm, made largely of 
raphiteand honeycomb metal, is

;onaspe- fiy 15 inches in diameter and
eighs less than 1,000 pounds.

Aikenhead said if the shuttle is 
to be used by the U. S. Air Force to 
attempt to retrieve hostile milit­
ary satellites or old satellites not 
equipped for pickup, a different 
grapple system will have to be de­
veloped.

COMES TO BRYAN WITH A NEW 
CONCEPT IN FURNITURE SALES
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BALLROOM
Snook, Texas

presents:
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Friday, October 30
8 p.m.-12 midnight!
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OPEN SUNDAY 1 P.M. TIL 7 P.M.
We proudly present Town. & Country's new concept in opening our 
store in Bryan. We buy only national name brand furniture such as 
Bassett, Broyhill, DeVille, Douglas, Twin Oaks and many other brands 
of top quality furniture. We purchase in carload lots direct from fac- 

1 toryies, distressed, close-outs, overstocked inventories, all at big dis­
counts. All savings are passed on to you the buyer. Prices are F.O.B.

our store. Budget credit terms may be arranged on approved credit. No 
lay away or free delivery on advertised sale items. On larger purchases 
bring your own truck and save even more. Mastercard & Visa are 
welcome-so come on in to our show room today and see quality fur­
niture at savings up to 50%. |
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BEST SELECTIONS
7 DRAWER

FLAT TOP DESK $1 OQ
EXCELLENT FOR STUDENTS |
ERV *189

BUNK BEDS
COMPLETE WITH 
BUNKIES
SUNDAY’S PRICE $199 BEDROOM CHEST

4 DRAWER,
BRASS PULLS
SUNDAY’S PRICE $49

5 PC. DINETTE
ERV $139.95

I GRAND OPENING DAY PRICE *66 SOFA & L0VESEAT $700
NYLON VELVET PRINT M

ERV *115995 . ■ ''Wm ■■

BOSTON ROCKERS
MAPLE OR PINE 

I SUNDAY’S PRICE *66
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Saturday Oct. 31st id

The SO's Rock 'n Roll 
Halloween Costume Dance!

featuring

VINCE VANCE 
AND The 

VALIANTS

s

BROYHILL BEDROOM
WHITE FRENCH PROVINCIAL 
TRIPLE DRESSER, WINGED 

MIRROR, LARGE CHEST, 
HEADBOARD & (K 
NIGHTSTAND q> g J g J ®

ERV *129995

7 PC. DINETTE
TABLE & 6 CHAIRS

*169
BRASS HEADBOARDS
TWIN........................... $69.95
full.................................. ..........$79.95

ERV *199“ 
SUNDAY’S PRICE

QUEEN........................... $89.95
KING . . ................ $99.95

QUEEN SLEEPER
ERV *4699S

$1 ONLY 
SUNDAY’S PRICE 299

Win the $100 cash prize 
For the Best Costume
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ALL MATTRESS SETS 
Vi PRICE

DREAMLINE 5 YEAR 
TWIN $100 QUEEN $1701
FULL $110 KING $220|

PRICE INCLUDES BOTH PIECES

2 PC LIVING ROOM
SOFA AND CHAIR 

TREATED HERCULON 
ERV $459.95

ROLL TOP 
DESK

PIT GROUPS
LOOSE PILLOW BACK

SUNDAY’S
PRICE *249 ERV *249“ 

SUNDAY’S PRICE 169 ERV *1279“ 849
CORNER SHELVES
SUNDAY’S ^

pmr.F

7 PC. WOOD 
DINETTE

TWIN OAKS BEDROOM SUITE
TRIPLE DRESSER. HUTCH. {N -M mam
MIRROR, CHEST. HEADBOARD. fT B ■—
FOOTBOARD & NIGHTSTAND.
ERV *2695“ I

6 PC DEN SET
SOFA-CHAIR-ROCKER 
2 END TABLES £ COCKTAIL 
TABLE, ERV $599.95

499^

MAPLE & WHITE ERV *8699 *689
4 PC. BEDROOM SUITE

*349DRESSER, MIRROR, CHEST &
HEADBOARD
ERV *499“

ROCKER
RECLINERS
VELVET. ERV $229.95
SUNDAY’S PRICE *159

DON'T BE LATE FOR OUR GRAND OPENING 
AFTER CHURCH SUNDAY
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FUMJTUKE

2908 PINFEATHER 7/5-6200

2908 PINFEATHER 
BRYAN 775-6200 

SOUTH OF THE COWBOY CLUB
TOWN S 
COUNTRY
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