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United Press International
WASHINGTON —The Profes

sional Air Traffic Controllers 
Organization Wednesday asked a 
government authority to order the 
Federal Aviation Administration 
to resume talks to end PATCO’s 
six-week-old strike.

The request was made to the 
Federal Labor Relations Author
ity, which is considering the un
ion’s appeal of an administrative 
law judge’s recommendation that

it be decertified as the bargaining 
agent for FAA controllers.

The FAA quickly opposed the 
suggestion, telling the three- 
member authority that if it orders 
the two sides back to the bargain
ing table, “it would in fact be sanc
tioning strikes by federal em
ployees.”

FAA General Counsel Dolph 
Sand denied what he said were 
reports the adminstration would

welcome a return-to-bargaining 
order. To date the administration 
has taken a hard-line stance since 
the controllers walked out Aug. 3.

“Speaking for this administra
tion, we insist that the law be en
forced,” he said.

What that demands, he in
sisted, is nothing less than PAT
CO’s permanent decertification.

The union asked the authority 
to issue an interim order requiring

PATCO and the FAA to resume 
negotiations by Sept. 23, with any 
unresolved issues sent to arbitra
tion if no agreement is reached by 
Oct. 23.

Under the proposal, the arbitra
tor would send recommendations 
back to the authority, which then 
would also decide the decertifica
tion question.

Earlier, Kenneth Blaylock, 
president of the American Feder

ation of Government Employees, 
the nation’s largest union of feder
al workers, and head of the AFL- 
CIO Public Employees Depart
ment, called decertification a 
“temporary” solution and warned 
unrest is growing among other 
federal workers.

“I don’t think PATCO is on 
trial,” Blaylock said. “The whole 
federal labor relations system is on 
trial.”
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Nation's industrial production drops, 
unemployment increase projected

United Press International
WASHINGTON — The na

tion’s industrial production drop
ped by 0.4 percent in August, the 
biggest decline since last year’s re
cession and one reflecting cut
backs in autos and appliances, the 
Federal Reserve reported 
Wednesday.

The August decline was the 
first drop for that month since 
1979, which deviated from what 
otherwise had been a fairly consis

tent pattern of August increases 
over the years.

On the basis of recent measure
ments of inventory buildup and 
lackluster retail sales, as well as 
the latest production figures, the 
economy “is beginning to look a 
lot worse, ” said economist Evelina 
Tainer of the First National Bank 
of Chicago.

“I’d say unemployment is going 
to increase sharply in Septem
ber,” she added.

Industrial production is closely 
tied to employment levels and 
accounts for about 30 percent of 
gross national product. A third- 
quarter measurement of GNP is 
due on Friday.

Commerce Secretary Malcolm 
Baldrige Tuesday predicted the fi
gure for July through September 
would show no change or be a 
slight overall decline.

The August drop in production 
followed a 0.3 percent rise the

Airplane’s fuel depletion 
under FAA investigation

previous month. The last down
turn was a 0.1 percent decline in 
April. But August was the steepest 
since the end of the recession — a 
0.8 percent dip in July 1980.

The depth of the recession for 
production occurred in May of last 
year, when it dropped a full 3 per
cent. All of the figures were after 
seasonal adjustment and some 
represented new revisions by the 
Fed.

While most of the August pro
duction decline was in autos, 
trucks and vehicle parts, a sharp 
decline of 1 percent was also regis

tered for consumer goods, and 1.8 
percent in home goods, mostly ap
pliances. Automotive products, 
including auto parts, were down 
7.1 percent.

Output of equipment, both 
business and defense, advanced in 
August, but output of materials 
was down half a percent, reflect
ing a reduction in production of 
metals such as steel and of parts of 
consumer durable goods.

At 152.8 percent of the 1967 
average, the industrial production 
index for August was 7.5 percent 
higher than a year earlier.

He said the FAA, in seeking de
certification, wants “a gallon of 
blood and punitive action” against 
the union, but said eliminating 
one side will not resolve the labor 
dispute.

PATCO General Counsel 
Richard Leighton asked the au
thority to reverse the recommen
dation of administrative law judge 
John Fenton and remand the case 
for a new hearing.

The hearing before the author
ity, which acts similar to the Na
tional Labor Relations Board and 
oversees enforcement of labor 
laws affecting federal workers, 
could be the last out-of-court 
move by PATCO.

Fenton recommended decerti
fication in ruling Aug. 14 that 
PATCO had engaged in an unfair 
labor practice by striking illegally.

Transportation Secretary Drew 
Lewis and Federal Aviation Admi
nistration officials, acting on 
orders from the White House, 
have refused to rehire striking

controllers. Instead, they have set . ^ 
out to “rebuild” the air traffic con- ^ 
trol system by training new re- ~ 
emits.

Following Fenton’s decision, * 
PATCO appealed to the authority , 
on Sept. 1, alleging in part that * 
Fenton had engaged in possible 
“grossly improper conduct”; the '•»’ 
union did not have adequate time v 
to prepare for the early hearings;'4’ 
and the government did not shower 
sufficient proof that PATCO called 
the strike.

The union was particularly up^fa 
set over what it felt was Fenton's; ^ 
speedy action in rendering an 'Jj 
adverse decision, saying he appa^'y; 
rently did not even read their,1 
brief. A

“It is difficult to believe that the 
administrative law judge could-"' 
have read PATCO’s 20-page brief, 
seriously considered it, drafted a 
10-page, singlespaced decision,^ 
and had it typed with only one or | 
two typographical errors, all with- j 
in four hours-—even if he skipped j 
lunch,” the union said.
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United Press International
TAMPA, Fla. — The Federal 

Aviation Adminstration confirmed 
Wednesday it is investigating a 
Sept. 6 incident in which a Pan 
American World Airways DC-10 
en route from Los Angeles to 
Miami was diverted to Tampa In
ternational Airport and landed 
moments before it ran out of fuel.

The pilot of the jumbo jet was

Capote 
in hospital 
for few days

in
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United Press International
NEW YORK — Author Truman 

Capote, an acknowledged alcoho
lic hospitalized for the third time 
in three months, was reported in 
stable condition Wednesday in 
New York Hospital.

Capote, 56, collapsed about 
noon Tuesday in his luxurious 
Manhattan apartment building, 
across the street from the United 
Nations.

He was rushed, pale and 
trembling, to the Upper East Side 
hospital, where a spokesman said 
he was in stable and satisfactory 
condition.

The spokesman said Capote 
will stay in the hospital for a cou
ple of days for tests.

Capote, who is as well-known 
for his talk-show appearances as 
his writings, was hospitalized 
twice on Long Island during the 
summer. Doctors have failed to 
diagnose his illness.

The writer has publicly admit
ted he is an alcoholic, but has de
nied his recent illnesses were the 
result of alcohol.

about halfway across the Gulf of 
Mexico when he alerted air traffic 
controllers his gauges indicated 
his fuel supply had dropped dan
gerously low.

The plane, Flight 866, was di
verted to Tampa as the closest 
facility with a runway large 
enough to handle the jet and it 
landed about 6 a.m.

“When the airplane landed, all 
three engines were running,” Pan 
Am spokesman Jim Arey told The 
Tampa Tribune. “But when it was 
taxiing to the terminal, the en
gines started to quit from lack of 
fuel. It was a critical fuel 
problem.”

“They didn’t have as much fuel 
on board as they should have,” 
FAA spokesman Jack Barker said 
Wednesday in Atlanta. “There 
was no real danger to it. They just 
didn’t have sufficient fuel to go 
non-stop into Miami so they went 
into Tampa.

“Evidentally a mechanic in Los 
Angeles may have measured the 
wrong tank, ” Barker said. “There 
were three fuel tanks and one of

the tanks’ fuel guage was pla
carded as inoperative. There’s a 
probability the mechanic, using a 
built-in dipstick measured the 
wrong tank.

“The investigation is continuing 
as to exactly why this happened,” 
Barker said. “The crew was 
grounded. That’s the normal proc
edure. The crew was taken off 
flying status until an investigation 
is completed.”

Barker said the captain, flight 
engineer and mechanic all are in
volved in the investigation being 
conducted by FAA offices in Los 
Angeles, Miami and New York — 
the captain because he is involved 
in all aspects of the flight, the 
flight engineer because he is in 
charge of fueling and the mecha
nic because of the nature of the 
problem.

The passengers aboard the 
plane apparently were not told 
why the flight was diverted to 
Tampa and they disembarked at 
the terminal and boarded another 
flight to Miami. The DC-10 then 
was ferried to Miami.
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SEBRING SCHOOL 
OF HAIR DESIGN

All work done by 
Senior Students 

at reduced 
salon rates!

693-7878

“K&M Sebring School of Hair Design”
693-7878

iamond Room

4:06 Texas Ave. Down from Gibsons

3731 E. 29th 
- 846-4708 - 
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Monday thru Friday — All You Can Eat!

SUNDAY EVENING BUFFET
All You Can Eat! From 6 to 8 p.m.

SPECIAL DINNER *3**
Peking - Szechwan & Cantonese Dishes • Take Out Ordei

—-----> OPEN DAILY:
11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. /mm

5:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.
1313 S. College Ave.

822-7661

i ATA
FRATERNITY

FALL RUSH PARTY
~ Co°a

FRIDAY
SEPT. 18 8 P.M.

At The Delta House Behind 
The Texas Hall of Fame

“Another Great Chapter In 
Delta History!’*

MUSIC
725-B UNIVERSITY DRIVE

OPEN 10-10 "Behind Skaggs & McDonalds’ S46-1741


