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Residence halls 
fight money loss,
‘dorm apathy’

By DIANE FLETCHER
Battalion Reporter

Unlike most university dorms, 
' Texas A&M University’s resi- 
I dence halls provide educational, 

social and recreational activities 
for their residents — 11,000 on- 
campus Aggies.

! But not everyone is taking 
; advantage of these opportunities.

Optional activity fees and compet- 
1 ing interest groups have led some 

students to shop elsewhere. The 
fear here is that this new environ
ment may be becoming an ideal 
breeding ground for what many 
call dorm apathy.

Before the 1979-1980 school 
year, activity fees within the halls 
were mandatory. These activity 
fees, which are now about $15 per 
semester, were collected before a 
student was given the key to his 
room. The fee entitled him to all 
hall-sponsored activities such as 
mixers, formals, barbecues, ice 
cream parties and contests.

Roger Ferguson, former assis
tant coordinator for the North 
Area, explained why the fee be
came optional.

“It was brought to our attention 
that to require everyone to pay an 
activity fee was unethical and 
possibly even illegal,” he said.

“The policy was changed not so 
much for the legal aspect as the 
ethical aspect. We were trying to 
allow for different strokes for diffe
rent folks.”

One effect of the optional activ
ity fee is that it has decreased the 
amount of money the halls have to 
work with.

Dana Kirkhofer, 1981-82 presi
dent of Fowler Hall, described the 
optional activity fee as “less re
venue and more apathy.”

Dunn Hall resident Jay Cling- 
man said, “A lot of dollars are lost 
by the people who don’t pay, 
therefore, decreasing the amount 
of money which can be used in 
various activities.”

Some residents believe the op
tional activity fee has also hurt par
ticipation in hall activities.

David Davis, a resident adviser 
in Moore Hall, said apathy is a real 
problem. “I think it cuts down on 
participation,” he said, “because 
for some, the only incentive to 
participate is to get a return on 
their investment — which they 
don’t have to make in the first 
place now.”

The effect of the optional activ
ity fee on hall participation varies 
as do the individual personalities 
of the residence hall councils.

“It (the optional activity fee) has 
only hurt the residence halls that 
do not have a program,” Moses 
Hall resident adviser Glenn Starr 
said.

However, optional activity fees 
do have one advantage: they pro
vide an extra incentive to hall 
councils, the individual program
ming bodies within each dorm, to

provide better programs for the 
number of residents paying activ
ity fees.

Jim Avioli, 1980-81 treasurer of 
Moses Hall, said the percentage of 
students paying activity fees in 
Moses Hall dropped from 100 per
cent (when optional fees were 
mandatory) to 80 percent during 
the past school year.

“The hall councils now realize 
they must sell their programs,” 
Ferguson said.

Many on-campus students be
lieve that growth of sororities and 
fraternities, although not officially 
recognized by the University, has 
hurt dorm participation.

Ken Roberts, a 1980-81 Resi
dence Hall Association delegate 
from Dunn Hall, said sororities 
and fraternities definitely have 
hurt hall activities and RHA parti
cipation.

“They take away manpower, 
unity and participation from hall 
activities,” he said. “They also 
take up time, time that might ordi
narily be directed to the dorm.”

1980-81 Hart Hall President 
Mike Echols said: “Sororities and 
fraternities take residents from 
dorm activities, put them in a clos
er circle of people and have their 
own events.”

John Aven, a member of a 
fraternity and a resident adviser 
for Moses Hall, disagrees. “If you 
think about it, dorms in actuality 
are a large fraternal organization, ” 
he said.

“Many distinct similarities exist 
between the dorm and my frater
nity, therefore, making participa
tion in both enjoyable.”

Fraternity member Robert 
Thompson said: “Being in a frater
nity has made me more aware of 
the importance of dorm activities.

“Many Greeks that I know have 
become more involved in their 
dorms after going Greek. ”

Many students believe the kev 
to increasing dorm participation's 
finding a way to motivate and in
form residents.

Sally Sandlin of Briggs Hall said 
involving as many people as possi
ble in planning hall activities 
might increase participation. Cin
dy Keep, a resident of Fowler 
Hall, said a phone committee 
could keep residents informed of 
upcoming activities.
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SALES - SERVICE
“Where satisfaction is 
standard equipment”

2401 Texas Ave.
779-3516
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SPECIALS!

TUESDAY & THURSDAY:

“FREE”
! BEER OR

SOFT DRINK!
45<-55tf Value

(With Purchase of 
Whole Sub Sandwich)

MONDAY THRU FRIDAY:

“HAPPY HOUR!”
3 p.m.-6 p.m.

HALF-PRICE
BEER!

Coors Lite or 

Michelob on 

tap.

109-111 Boyett St.
(Next Door To Campus Theatre)

•pen 11 a.m.-Midnlght

846-8223

registration for 
our fall classes 
starts sept. 7th 

1981

Come and see our 
Creative Encounters 
exhibit in the MSC 
Gallery, Aug. 19th- 

Sept.13th.

Come by and check 
us out or for more 

information call 
845-1631

We’re open Mon-Fri 10:am-10:pm 
Sat - Sun l:pm - 6:pm

MSC Craft Shop - FALL 1981 - Workshop Schedule

MONDAY
Beg. Cross Stitch Sept. 21 - Oct. 12
Bike Repair Sept. 28 - Oct. 5
Cake Decorating Oct. 19 - Nov. 16
Matting & Framing Sept. 28 - Oct. 12
Off Loom Weaving Oct. 19 - Nov. 16
Quilting Sept. 21 - Oct. 12
Silkscreen Nov. 2 - Nov. 23

Stained Glass Suncatchers Sept.21 - Oct. 12

7:pm - 
6:30 - 
7:pm - 
7:pm - 
7:pm 
7:pm 
7:pm 
7:pm

9: pm 
9:30 
9:pm 
9: pm

- 92pm
- 9:pm
- 9:pm
- 9:pm

TUESDAY
Beg. Calligraphy- 
Glass Etching 

*Glaze Making Seminar 
Stained Glass Panels (A) Sept. 22 - Oct.20 
Stained Glass Panels(B) Oct. 27 - Nov. 24

7:pm - 9:pm 
7:pm - 9:pm 
7:pm - 10:pm 
7:pm - 10:pm 
7:pm - 10:pm

Watercolor Painting Sept. 22 - Nov. 24 7:pm - 9:pm

Nov. 10- Dec. 8 
Oct. 13 - Oct. 27 
Oct. 27 & Nov. 10

msc $
J CRRFT -o 
o SHOP <?

WEDNESDAY
Landscape Painting
with Acrylics Sept. 30 - Nov. 18
Macrame Sept. 23 - Oct. 21
Macrame Hanging Tables Oct. 28 - INbv. 18 
Pinecone Wreaths Nov. 4 - Nov. 18

Intro. Watercolor Painting Sept. 23 - Oct. 28

THURSDAY
Basic Woodworking Sept. 24 - Oct. 29
Glass Etching Sept. 24 - Oct. 1
Intro. Pottery Sept. 24 - Nov. 12
Pencil Sketching Sept. 24 - Nov. 12
Silkflower A rrg. Sept. 24 - Oct. 8
Silkflower Wallhangings Oct. 15 - Oct. 29 

Stained Glass Suncatchers Nov. 5 - Dec. 3 
Tube Painting on Fabric Sept. 24 - Nov. 12

7:pm - 9:pm 
7:pm - 9:pm 
7:pm - 9:pm 
7:pm - 9:pm 
7:30 - 10:pm

6:pm - 
6:30 - 
7:30 - 
7:pm ■ 
7:pm 
7:pm 
7:30 
7:pm

8:pm 
9:30 

9:30 
9:pm

- 9: pm
- 9:pm
- 9:30
- 9:pm

$12.00 
$ 9- 00 
$15.00 
$ 9. 00 
$15.00 
$12.00 
$12.00 
$12.00

$15.00 
$ 9. 00 
$ 7.50 
$15.00 
$15. 00 
$30.00

$24.00 
$15.00 
$12.00 
$ 9. 00 
$27.00

$15.00 
$ 9. 00 
$24.00 
$24.00 
$ 9. 00 
$ 9. 00 
$12.00 
$24.00
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wantkd: PLC
The Marine Corps will give you the opportunity to attend training next sum

mer for 6 to 10 weeks, depending on your year in school, at Quantico, Vir
ginia.

The PLATOON LEADERS CLASS (PLC) commissioning program will pre
pare you for a commission as a Marine Officer upon graduating from college.

PLC benefits include:

*No drills, no uniforms, and no required military courses during the school 
year.

*No obligation for military service unless you accept your commission upon 
graduation.

*An opportunity for financial assistance of $100 per month for the nine months 
of each school year.

*lf qualified, you are guaranteed that upon commissioning you will attend 
flight school for training as a Marine aviator.

*lf qualified as an aviation candidate, civilian pilot training is available during 
your senior year at Marine Corps expense.

*You will be paid for summer training and will receive a total of 6 college 
credits.
‘Starting salary of PLC graduates is $14,336 - $18,882.

To qualify for the PLC program you must:

‘Pass the Armed Services Test or have a 1000 SAT or 23 ACT 

‘Pass a physical given in Houston or Dallas 

‘Be a full-time student with at least a 2.0 GPA 

‘Be a U.S. citizen
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT 

‘Be of sound moral character LIEUTENANT CONE AT 846-2751/3138
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Seven Days a Week


