
tate
THE BATTALION Page 7A
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 26, 1981

gCtedistricting divisions 
laimed unconstitutional

isiana, rli 
v Mexico, 
ind

ninissionersofij

15.900%
United Press International 

ilina, Georeia JSTIN-TheTexas Legisla- 
' ’ played games” in drawing 

ew House districts and un- 
sarily divided at least four 
i counties in violation of the 
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(avid Richards, the attorney 
hose challenging the redis- 

an, contended the Leg- 
ife could easily have drawn 

irtionment plans that would 
ave divided El Paso, Webb, 
:es and Potter counties.
The cutting of those urban 
ties was not required, either 
ie Voting Rights Act or the 

S\Y\/\ man-one vote principal, 
ardssaid.

Jr * said Rep. Tim Von Dohlen,
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C* n fffftfrcting committee, had 
bdli was Legislature’s 

/ ogative to divide the counties 
two or more districts to
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esT have filedi| rhe Legislature chose to say, 

irban areas we can ignore tbe 

Jtitution and take the excess 
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House plan were used to comply 
with the federal requirements that 
supersede state constitutional 
provisions.

District Judge Harley Clark 
had declared in July that the Leg
islature’s plan was unconstitution
al, saying that at least 12 of the 34 
cuts across county lines in the plan 
were unconstitutional.

Clark ruled the districts com
prising Harris, Dallas, Bexar, Tar
rant and El Paso counties -— the 
state’s most populous — were 
drawn unconstitutionally. He also 
said cuts in the boundaries of Pot
ter, Webb, Gregg, Nueces, 
Erath, Cooke and Coryell coun
ties were unconstitutional.

The Texas Constitution states 
that county boundaries are to be 
preserved whenever possible dur
ing the reapportionment process. 
However, if a county has too much 
population to form a single dis
trict, the excels may be used to 
form a district in an adjoining 
county.

In its brief, the state says that 
providing equal representation, 
not preserving county bound
aries, is the primary concern of 
.redistricting.

Rep. Tim Von Dohlen, D- 
Goliad, was chairman of the 
House Committee on Regions 
Compacts and District, which was 
responsible for drafting the plan.

Von Dohlen told the district 
court that the county line cuts 
were made to comply with over
riding federal concerns such as the 
Voting Rights Act and the princi

ple of one man-one vote.
However, Clark indicated that 

the Legislature took a “fundamen
tally erroneous” approach to re
districting because it did not give 
preservation of county lines prop
er consideration.

Also at issue is the acceptable 
level of deviation in the popula
tions of the various 150 House dis
tricts that make up the state.

By dividing the state’s popula
tion by the 150 districts, the Leg
islature arrived at the ideal sized 
district (94,856 people). Previous 
U.S. Supreme Court cases have 
stated that an overall deviation of 
10 percent from the ideal district 
population is acceptable.

Clark said the Legislature 
should have worked to preserve 
county boundaries while drawing 
districts with deviations of less 
than 10 percent.

Should the court uphold the 
lower-court ruling, the House 
reapportionment plan will then be 
redrawn by a redistricting board 
composed of Speaker Bill Clayton, 
Lt. Gov. Bill Hobby, Land Com
missioner Bob Armstrong, Attor
ney General Mark White and 
Comptroller Bob Bullock.

The redistricting board already 
is faced with redrawing districts 
for the Senate. A Senate reappor
tionment plan passed by the Leg
islature was vetoed by Gov. Bill 
Clements.

Clements said the Senate plan 
failed to represent minorities ade
quately and also didn’t plan for 
expected growth in urban areas.
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Brazos Valley Symphony Orchestra 
Harold Turbyfill. Conductor

Auditions
Sunday, Aug. 30 — Strings 
Sunday, Sept. 13 — Winds/brass/percussion 
Call for further info & audition materials, please call: 

Day: 779-2377, 779-6465 
Evening: 779-1914

lenem efficient home?!

for 21/2 years
(no minimumTleposit)(no minimumtieposit)

EFFECTIVE ANNUAL YIELD

17.493%

16.104%
for 26 weeks
(minimum deposit: $10,000.)

“JUMBO” Certificates
(30,90,180 and 360 days)

Call or visit any office for daily rate 
(Minimum deposit: $100,000.)

Brazos Savings now offers three savings certificates: 26 week and 2V2-year Money Market cer
tificates and “Jumbo” certificates. No one can pay you more (but many financial institutions pay 
less).
Rates for each are fixed for the term of the certificate. All are automatically renewable. Rates are 
established for new certificates weekly (in the case of the 26-week maturity date), twice monthly 
(in the case of the 21/2-year maturity date) and daily (in the case of the “Jumbo" certificates). Fed
eral regulations prohibit compounding interest on the 26-week certificate.
There is no need to take your savings out of town to earn maximum rates. For 60 years and more, 
Brazos Savings has paid savers the maximum rates permitted by law. We always will.

Accounts insured to $100,000

BRAZOS
Savings

Main Office: 2800 Texas Avenue/Bryan
College Station: Texas Ave. at Southwest Parkway / 696-2800

Federal regulations impose a substantial interest penalty for early withdrawal.
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90-Day Warranty 
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340 JERSEY ST. AT THE SOUTH GATE
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