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Workers want right to strike

Unions protest crackdown
United Press International

WASHINGTON — Although President 
Reagan cracked down hard on air traffic con
trollers who walked off their jobs, militancy 
mounts among other unions that represent 
federal workers.

The most immediate display of such senti
ment could occur today by 400 delegates to the 
National Treasury Employees Union conven
tion, which represents about 108,000 federal 
workers.

Union President Vincent Connery has 
asked delegates to the union convention 
underway in Montreal to approve a resolution 
for a “concerted action preparedness plan.’

While the resolution does not use the word 
“strike,” union spokesman Jerry Klepner said 
it was intended to include strike action.

The union has contract negotiations coming 
this winter with the U.S. Customs Agency. It 
also represents employees of several other 
agencies, including the Internal Revenue Ser
vice, Federal Election Commission, Federal 

)certifyl Communications Commission and Nuclear 
:oder« Regulatory Commission.

“There is no reason that federal employees 
should not have the right to strike,” said Klep- 

indanltl ner, who also is the union’s lobbyist. “Every 
ityinh I 'ndustmhzecl nation in the world, ex- 
ids ofrifli cept the Soviet Union, has granted public
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workers the right to strike.”
Virtually all of the 2.3 million permanent 

employees of the executive branch of govern
ment must take an oath that he or she will not 
participate in a strike against the United 
States.

The walkout by the Professional Air Traffic 
Controllers Organization is only the second 
nationwide strike by federal workers.

The first, in 1970 by postal workers, was 
successful in that they were given amnesty and 
collective bargaining rights. But the new post
al reorganization act, which set up the U.S. 
Postal Service, also includes a “no strike” 
clause.

About 13,000 air traffic controllers walked 
off their jobs on Aug. 3 after contracts talks 
broke down with the federal government. Ab
out 1,000 returned to their jobs under 
Reagan’s work-or-be-fired ultimatum.

But the 12,000 others refused to budge and 
are being dismissed.

At the same time, the administration is seek
ing to decertify PATCO as the bargaining 
agent for the nation’s air controllers and per
manently bar the union from representing any 
federal workers.

In 1971, PATCO engaged in a slowdown 
that brought it a two-month suspension as the 
collective bargaining agent for the controllers, 
but was allowed to resume its position with a

promise not to take strike action again.
The next battleground could be at the Social 

Security Administration, where two unions 
have declared a formal impasse in contract 
talks.

The American Federation of Government 
Employees is the largest federal workers un
ion, representing about 700,000 persons in 
nearly all segments of the government, and is 
currently bargaining with both the Social 
Security Administration and Veterans Admi
nistration.

AFGE president Kenneth Blaylock, who 
earlier this year was also chosen as head of the 
AFL-CIO Public Employees Department, has 
blasted Reagan’s handling of the PATCO walk
out and has suggested federal workers refrain 
from air travel.

“Clearly, if a federal agency deliberately 
evades its legal responsibilities to bargain in 
good faith with the union representing a recog
nized bargaining unit, how can it expect the 
affected workers to observe some vague re
sponsibility to work while their personal in
terests are ignored?” Blaylock said.

The other union that has reached an impasse 
with the Social Security Administration is the 
National Federation of Federal Employees, 
which represents 136,000 workers in various 
departments and agencies.

Ship’s crew threatened 
by natives with spears

United Press International
NEW DELHI, India — An Indian navy rescue 

vessel fought high seas Wednesday attempting to 
remove 31 sailors from a grounded freighter that 
was threatened by spear-carrying natives from 
the former “Devil’s Island” of the Bay of Bengal.

The rescue vessel sped more than 600 miles 
from Calcutta into the monsoon-swept Bay of 
Bengal in answer to an SOS from the captain of 
the 16,000-ton Primrose, which struck a coral reef 
10 days ago and went aground off the Indian-ruled 
Andaman Islands.

“Our ship is alongside it and has attempted to 
transfer its crew to our vessel, but was unable to 
because of bad weather,” Col. Prithvi Nath, 
spokesman for India’s armed services, said. He 
said the Primrose’s 31-man crew was safe.

An Indian navy spokesman said a larger vessel 
would be sent “if the situation requires it.”

The Primrose was traveling from Bangladesh to

Australia when it grounded on the coral reef off 
North Sentinel Island in the Andaman chain, 
which is made up of five large islands and the 
smaller islets.

The islands, about 600 miles southeast of Cal
cutta, are inhabited by aborigines and former 
convicts of a penal colony that was located at Port 
Blair, the administrative center of the island 
chain. North Sentinel Island is west of Port Blair.

First word of the drama surfaced Tuesday, 
when a desperate cable was received by the Re
gent Shipping Co. in Hong Kong from the ship’s 
captain, Liu Chunglong, saying the crew was 
threatened by “wild island people carrying spears 
and arrows.”

The captain asked for an urgent airdrop of 
weapons, saying the crewmen, 21 of whom are 
Hong Kong Chinese, feared the natives might try 
to board the stricken freighter using canoes.
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Nerve gas bombs airlifted 
ffe safely despite protest
ill United Press International

SALT LAKE CTIT, Utah — The Army’s secrecy 
shrouded airlift of 888 aging Weteye nerve gas 
bombs from Colorado to Utah began Wednesday 

11 with the safe arrival of 128 of the weapons at Dugway 
Proving Ground.

Army spokesmen said two C141 cargo jets flew the 
weapons from the Rocky Mountain Arsenal near De
nver to the western Utah military base, about 65 
miles southwest of Salt Lake City. The Army says the 
base holds the largest stockpile of chemical muni
tions in the non-Communist world.

The controversial move went ahead despite pro
tests from Utah Gov. Scott Matheson, environmen
tal groups and numerous Utah residents. They had 
claimed the Weteyes were no longer a useful 
weapon. The critics said an accident during the move 
would endanger thousands of lives.

The Army delayed the transfer in the late 1970s 
when leaks were discovered in about a dozen bombs. 
The leaking bombs were destroyed without incident, 
and Congress last year ordered the Pentagon to pro
ceed with the move to Utah or detoxify the remain
ing Weteyes in Colorado.

The bombs, filled with the deadly nerve agent GB, 
will be moved by truck to Utah’s Tooele Army Depot 
for permanent storage. The Army depot is 25 miles 
east of Dugway.

As part of the tight security around the operation. 
Col. Richard Horvath had slapped an embargo on 
releasing the transfer date and warned that the Army

Companions flee to shore

would cut off all cooperation with any news agency 
that published the information before the C-141s 
landed at Dugway’s Michael Army Air Field.

The colonel said 15 flights would be required to 
shuttle all 888 bombs to Utah, plus three 1-ton con
tainers filled with GB.

The bombs and containers will be carried in 
hermetically sealed trucks to Tooele, Horvath said, 
where they will be stored in igloo-like buildings at 
the base.

The nerve gas-laden bombs were made at the 
Denver arsenal in 1969 and plans were made for 
their destruction four years later, but the Defense 
Department decided in 1976 they were needed as a 
deterrent because the Soviet Union refused to des
troy its nerve gas stockpiles.

Colorado officials continued to argue for detoxifi
cation. But, when that failed, they demanded the 
weapons be removed from the arsenal because of its 
proximity to the Denver metropolitan area and Sta
pleton International Airport.

The transfer was mandated by Congress in 1980 at 
the request of Sen. Gary Hart, D-Colo. Hart pushed 
through legislation ordering the Army to either 
move the bombs or detoxify them. The Army chose 
to move them.

Army officials said up to five flights would be made 
per week from the Denver arsenal to Dugway. Three 
truck convoys from Dugway to Tooele are planned, 
with each transporting the contents of five flights.

Shark attacks woman
United Press International

ORMOND BEACH, Fla. — 
They survived the night, the two 
men and their girlfriends, clinging 

| C I to the one pontoon of their cata- 
* ^ maran that still bobbed on the sur- 

face of the Atlantic.
But at dawn they decided to 

leave the hulk and try to swim the 
Smiles to the beach. They hadn’t 
gone far when the shark struck.

Christi Wapniarski, 19, was 
swimming strongly when she 
screamed and disappeared under 

vestjg<31 the surface chop. She came up 
J shoo! screaming and was yanked down 
^embeii again. Her horrified companions 

^ saw a large shadow pass silently 
below them.

|j ||

took1" | She was unconscious when she 
be sail came Up the second time, and her 
eap®i! ■ companions could do nothing. In a 

few moments they could find no 
anzaf ^pulse, and they left her there, face 
1 togt® ( down in the water.

1 ^eir A spokesman at the Coast 
, | Guard’s Ponce Inlet station said 

t0 Tuesday night the search for Wap- 
niarski had been suspended 

?ter; “pending further developments. ” 
i Two Coast Guard cutters and a 

>a’jj helicopter had searched since 
*1 Monday night for the Ormond 
f Beach woman, who went out for a 
t short sail Sunday evening with her 

teof> boyfriend, Randal Cohen, and 
.iDaniel Perrin and Tamara Ennis.

Chief Warrant Officer Robert 
Sullivan, commander of the Ponce 
Inlet station, said the other three 
made it safely to the beach.

The foursome had left Ormond 
Beach without life jackets, Sulli
van said, and about 3 miles out, 
the 16-foot catamaran sprung a 
leak in one of its pontoons. The 
four clung to the other pontoon 
until dawn came Monday, when 
they decided to swim to shore.

“They should never have left 
the boat, even if it was leaking,” 
said Coast Guardsman James Wil
liamson. “We found the boat im
mediately. ”

Williamson said the survivors 
were separated by strong cur
rents. Ennis was the first to make 
it to land Monday afternoon. She 
was spotted 100 yards off the 
beach, pulled in by a lifeguard and

taken to the Ormond Beach Hos
pital for treatment of exposure and 
Portuguese man-of-war stings.

Later, a deputy sheriff found 
Perrin walking on the beach about 
5 miles north of the Ormond 
Beach pier. He did not require 
medical treatment. Cohen was 
found 40 minutes later down the 
beach and was airlifted by helicop
ter to the Halifax Hospital Medical 
Center.

Williamson said sharks had 
been seen in the area but this was 
the first report of an attack.

Air Line Reservations 
. (Free Ticket Delivery)

BOB BROWN
UNIVERSAL TRAVEL | <713> 846 15719

TOURS • CRUISES • TRAVEL COUNSELING

HOTEL • MOTEL & RENT CAR RESERVATIONS 
CHARTER FLIGHTS

"If You Have Tried The Rest — Why Not Try The BEST" 

BOB BROWN JO ANN MUZNY PAM HALL

RAMADA INN LOBBY 
COLLEGE STATION, TEXAS 77840

HIM
Snook, Texas

Presents

GARY P. 
NUNN

Sat. Aug. 15 
9 p.m.-1 a.m. 
Tickets $400 

&
Sunday 
Aug. 16

CHOISE
8 p.m.-12 
Tickets 350

DRAFT

250

Now You 
Know

As the first postmaster of the 
United States, Samuel Osgood 
received an annual salary of 
$1,500.

something

everyone 
in the

Battalion Classified 
845-2611

PROBLEM PREGNANCY? 
Are you considering 

abortion?
Free counseling and referrals 

Call
(713) 779-2258

Texas Problem Pregnancy, Bryan, Tx.

MANOR EAST 3 THEATRES
MANOR EAST MALL

_____________ 823-8300_____________
NOW SHOWING

IT TOPS STAR WARS !
-die Siskel. CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Dennis Iveu's
Lake view Club
The Very Best In Country-Western Music and Dancing"

_ Thursday
“IVickle

I
 Beer

Night!”
Lone Star Draft Beer 5C a cup 

Music by Dennis Ivey and Band 
Guys $3.00 8-12 p.m. Girls $1.00

'Saturday Night
Music by

DENNIS IVEY
and

“The Waymen”

For Reservations Call

823-0660
3 Miles North of Biyan on Tabor Road
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MARK HAMILL • HARRISON FORD • CARRIE FISHER 
BILLY DEE WILLIAMS • ANTHONY DANIELS
c©.»w"o DAVID PROWSE • KENNY BAKER • PETER MAYHEW FRANK OZ

omcimm IRVIN KERSHNER Produced by GARY KURTZ 
LEIGH BRACKETT LAWRENCE KASDAN 

GEORGE LUCAS
^ JOHN WILLIAMS Executive Producer GEORGE LUCAS

j If || DOLBY STEREO f‘T^j.ORIGlNAl. SOUNDTRACK ON RSO RECORDS
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CAMPUS THEATRE
210 University 846-6512

HELD OVER 3RD WEEK!
fj I 1 r pr-

NOW
IS THE TIME
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Indiana 
Jones- f 
the new 

hero from 
the creators 

of JAWS 
and

STAR WARS.
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ASiUNSPuato*-*
 ̂HARRISON FORD

KAREN ALLEN PNJL FREEMAN RONALD LACEY JOHN RHYS DAMES DENHOLM ELLIOTT 
JOHN WILLIAMS i-a-GEORGE LUCAS « HCMlARO KAZANJIAN „—>LAWRENCE KASOAN ^GEORGE LUCAS «PHIUP KAUFMAN 

FRANK MARSHALL STEVEN SOLI BERG
iPGiPMtWTIU. SUPAJCt SUGGESTED [

DOLBY STEREO

2:35 4:55 7:20 9:40
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VICTORY
LORIMAR PRESENTS A FREDDIE FIELDS PRODUCTION A JOHN HUSTON FILM 

SYLVESTER STALLONE 
MICHAEL CAINE MAX VON SYDOW PELS 

VICTORY’
Music bv BILL CONTI Director of Photography GF.RRY FISHER. B.S.C. Screenplay by EVAN JONES 
and YABO YABLONSKY Storv bv YABO YABLONSKY ami l)|()RD|K MILICKVIC & JEFF MAGUIRE 
Produced by FREDDIE FIELDS Directed by JOHN HUSTON
|j^>MBnawaMOWiiro^ LOW MAR nnr^^F]-

A PARAMOUNT I’K.Tl IKE

Tonight is Aggie Night 
All tickets ’l50
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A story of two firiends 
who didn’t know 

they were supposed 
to be enemies.

Walt Disney
Production*’

Reitd>^u by BUNA viSIA DiSIHtBUfiON CO INC © t98i Wan Disney Productions

2:30 4:55 7:10 9:35


