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SWC football coming soon
Late July means several 

things to many people. That 
long-awaited vacation.
Weekends in the sun — or 
weekends at home. But, for 
many people around the south
west it means just one thing — 
Football.

The 1981 Southwest Confer
ence football season is just 
around the comer. Schools 
around the conference are gear
ing up for what promises to be 
one of the most exciting races in 
recent memory.

Everywhere you look you see 
the signs of fall. Newspapers 
and magazines everywhere are 
hill of stories and information 
about the upcoming season. 
Sports magazines have already 
come out with their predictions 
of who will win and who will 
lose.

The two biggest and, 
perhaps, the most respected 
sports publications in the state 
have released their predictions 
for the 1981 SWC race and both 
have interesting results.

Texas Football picks Texas to 
win the SWC championship 
this year. Houston is rated as 
number two, followed by SMU 
(3), Baylor (4), Arkansas (5), 
Texas A&M (6), TCU (7), Texas
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Tech (8), and Rice (9).
Texas Sports has the order a 

bit different. SMU is picked as 
the number one team followed 
by Texas (2), Arkansas (3), 
Houston (4), Baylor (5), TCU 
(6), Texas Tech (7) Texas A&M 
(8) and Rice (9).

The Aggies, though rated 
low, have 48 returning letter- 
man — more than any other 
team in the league. SMU has 43 
letterman returning. Texas and 
Rice each have 37, Baylor and 
Arkansas 36, TCU 35, Tech 34 
and Houston with 25.

The 1981 Texas Aggies also 
feature, perhaps, one of the 
most experienced teams return
ing this fall. Though young, 
sophomores and juniors pre
dominantly, they have had to 
step in early in their careers and 
fill some pretty big holes.

With all of this talent and ex
perience why are the Aggies 
picked so low? My guess is be
cause of the problems encoun

tered last year. The pressure on 
Tom Wilson may have some
thing to do with it. But talking 
with him Monday that pressure 
seems to have made him try that 
much harder to field the win
ning team that has eluded him 
the past two years.

Another reason for the low 
rating for the Aggies, and prob
ably the most sound reason, 
may be the fact that the confer
ence is so evenly matched.

Every team has an arsenal of 
talent — the scholarship limit 
sees to that (only the best 
athletes are given scholarships). 
This year that talent seems to be 
even more evenly matched than 
in years past.

Despite the reason for the 
low rating, Wilson is excited ab
out the 1981 Aggies and he has 
every right to be. The team is 
different this year, from the 
offensive formation to the atti
tude of the players. Things have 
changed. So much, in fact, that

everybody is looking forward to 
the September 6 kickoff against 
Cal-Berkeley.

Wilson’s not worried about 
being picked to finish in the 
lower half of the conference.

“That could be a blessing in 
disguise (being picked so low),” 
he said. “I don’t know that all of 
the sportswriters know how to 
pick the football teams. I would 
say, though, that if I we re on 
the outside looking in, not 
knowing the things that I do ab
out our program, I would prob
ably pick us in the same area.

“We haven’t done anything 
exciting in the last two years. 
We’ve had some big wins, but, 
overall we have not had the 
great football team,” he said. 
“Our program has not been 
something a lot of people can 
get excited about.”

Whatever the reason for the 
low pick Wilson is excited about 
the season. There’s something 
fishy about that excitement, 
too. How can a man that has 
been through two straight los
ing seasons be excited about 
being picked to have a third?

Who knows the answer to 
that question, but one thing is 
for sure — his excitement is 
contagious.
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Francis calls it

Dooley realizes it could be tough 
to repeat as national champs

United Press International
NEW YORK — Vince Dooley 

has had his time in the sun. Now 
that he’s back in the shade, and 
had tiinp, to reflect on it, he real
izes winning isn’t everything — 
unless you can keep doing it over 
and over.

Here’s a man who did it all only 
Six months ago, achieving what 
nobody else ever did by guiding 
the Georgia Bulldogs to their first 
national college football cham
pionship in 89 years.

His team won all 11 of its regu
lar season games, then made 
Notre Dame its 12th straight vic
tim in the Sugar Bowl to emerge 
No. 1 not only in the country but 
in the entire universe.

Now, with a brand new season 
approaching, he’s getting some 
heart-warming messages from 
Georgia’s overanxious alumni. 
Messages like: “Gee, that was a 
lotta fun ”. “How come we never 
did it before?”. “Let’s do it again. ”

Dooley is beginning his 18th 
year as head coach of the Bulldogs 
and he knows all about human na
ture. Give people a winner, and 
they look for you to do it again. Do 
it again, and they accept it almost 
as a matter of course.

“It could be a difficult year, ” he 
says. “Anything less than winning 
every game won’t be good 
enough.”

The Bulldogs, with Herschel 
Walker, their All-America fresh
man tailback, leading them, came 
very close to being the perfect

football team last season. Howev
er, even with Walker back and a 
more experienced Buck Belue re
turning at quarterback, they 
might not be quite as good this 
season as they were last. Dooley 
was given some advance notice of 
that upon greeting his players the 
first day of spring practice.

Absent were seven of Georgia’s 
defensive players from last season 
and six players from the offensive 
unit. Plus the team’s two regular 
kickers. They all had graduated.

Dooley talked about those holes 
that will have to be filled while he 
was here to address more than 50 
of the nation’s top high-school 
athletes named winners of the 
Hertz No. 1 awards. Walker and 
Belue both won those awards 
while they were still in high 
school, although Walker received 
his for his outstanding perform
ance in track rather than football.

O.J. Simpson also spoke to the 
youngsters during a special panel 
discussion Wednesday and when 
Dooley was introduced to them, 
he talked about the importance of 
preparing themselves for when 
their athletic careers would be 
over.

He talked pretty much the same 
way to Herschel Walker earlier 
this year when the Montreal 
Alouettes of the Canadian Foot
ball League came around waving a 
contract for what was said to be as

much as $750,000 in front of him.
You can tell how much Dooley 

thinks of Walker by the way he 
speaks of him.

“He, as much as anyone else I 
can think of, represents the role 
model of someone preparing him
self for that time when his athletic 
career is done,” Dooley says. 
“O.J. Simpson is an excellent ex
ample of a player who did the 
same thing. Herschel is a serious 
student.”

fore last season started, he didn’t 
foresee the Bulldogs going 
through the whole season undefe
ated. His wife, Barbara, did, 
though.

“For some reason or other, she 
had total confidence we would win 
every game,” he says, smiling.

This season, though, the Bull
dogs will simply be the defending 
champions.

United Press International
FOXBORO, Mass. — Last year 

the New England Patriots had two 
experienced, talented tight ends 
to help take the pressure off their 
running game. Now, with sum
mer training camp just beginning, 
they have none.

Russ Francis, 28, the three
time All-Pro who developed a 
reputation as one of the best all- 
around tight ends in the NFL, 
shocked the Patriots by announc
ing his retirement Tuesday for 
personal reasons.

“I’ve given this a lot of thought 
in the last few months,” Francis 
said in a radio interview. “A career 
change is not something one does 
overnight. All I can say right now 
is that I am retiring because of 
personal reasons. Beyond that, I 
can’t go into it at this point.”

Francis at times perturbed Pat
riots officials with his penchant for 
dangerous hobbies such as sky di
ving, motorcycling and shooting 
rapids.

The retirement leaves the Pat
riots, considered a strong conten
der in the AFC Eastern Division, 
without a veteran tight end under 
contract. Second-stringer Don 
Hasselbeck is unsigned, along 
with several other veterans. Only 
one rookie in training camp at 
Smithfield, R.I., is a tight end.

Patriots’ spokesman Tom Hoff
man said Francis and most other 
veterans are not due to report un
til 5 p.m. Friday.

Head Coach Ron Erhardt, who 
talked with Francis at his Wren-

tham home early Tuesday, appa
rently could not talk him out of 
retiring.

“We are in complete shock of 
something like this happening due 
to the fact training camp has just 
opened, said Patriots’ President 
William Sullivan.

“We find the timing of this to be 
very inconsistent with Russ Fran
cis’ character, since in the past he 
has shown to be very considerate 
of the Patriots’ management and 
his teammates,” he said.

“It’s going to be very difficult, 
the Hawaiian-born Francis said in 
a telephone interview with a Hon
olulu radio station. “It entails a lot 
of emotion. It’s been fun. It’s been 
a good game. I’m going to miss it . ’’

Francis has a year remaining on 
his present con tract an d said he 
was not using the retirement deci
sion as a means of getting a re
negotiated contract.

He also discounted reports that 
he had sought — and was denied 
— a trade to a West Coast team so

he could be closer to hisImb 
said his many injuries were if I 
factor. , ’
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Before Walker met with Mon
treal officials to listen to what they 
had to say, Dooley met with him 
to point out some things he felt he 
should know.

“I merely warned him about the 
NCAA rules, the fact he could not 
accept anything from Montreal 
without jeopardizing his college 
career,” Dooley explains. “He 
assured me he understood the 
rules.”

Women are encouraged to attend

Fee is $5 for the Summer
For information call 693-9476 or 846-15

After Walker came to his deci
sion, he visited with Dooley in the 
coach’s office at Athens, Ga., 
again.

“Coach, I was born in this coun
try and I see no reason to leave it 
to make a living,” he said. “The 
college experience is important to 
me. I’m staying.”

“You made the decision I 
thought you’d make,” Dooley 
said.

Dooley honestly admits that be-
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TEST PREPARATION 
SPECIALISTS SINCE 1938

Don’t Put if off 
any longer! 

Start Studying 
for Fall 

Exams now.

For information, call 696-3196. Day students get their news from the Batt.

Oddsmaker 
picks teams 
for game

United Press International
LAS VEGAS, Nev. — 

Oddsmaker Bob Martin has pick- 
; ed the Atlanta Falcons and the San 
Diego Chargers as co-favorites to 
reach Super Bowl XVI in January 
1982.

Martin has given 4-1 odds on 
the two squads making it to the 
championship game, slightly 
ahead of Philadelphia, rated at 5- 
1.

The Dallas Cowboys, Los 
Angeles Rams and Oakland Raid
ers were picked at 6-1, followed by 
Cleveland Browns, 7-1; New Eng
land Patriots and Buffalo Bills, 8-1; 
Pittsburgh Steelers and Houston 
Oilers, 9-1.

Others attempting to reach the 
Super Bowl and their odds, were:

Minnesota Vikings, Chicago 
Bears, Detroit Lions, 20-1; Tampa 
Bay Buccaneers, Denver Bron
cos, Baltimore Colts, Miami Dol
phins, 25-1; New York Jets, 30-1 
and Washington Redskins, 40-1.

We Gots What Ya 
Likes

In The Way Of Bikes!
Takara - Ross - Campagnolo 

Cinelli - Shimano 
and much more

Cycles, Etc.
Plus the Best Repairs & 

Prices Around — Call Us!
403 University — 846-BIKE

Northgate (Across from Post Office)

Advertise 
an item 
in the 

Battalion.
Call 845-2611
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Ken’s Automotive
421 S. Main — Bryan 

822-2823
“A Complete Automotive 

Service Center”
Tune-Ups • Brakes 
Clutches • McPherson Struts 
Front End Parts Replacement 
Standard Transmission 
Repairs

All American Cars 
YW-Datsun-Honda

Toyota
Lawn Mower Repairs & 
Snapper Mower Sales 

(Master Card & VISA Accepted)

stJMiiii

PROBLEM PREGNANCY? 
Are you considering 

abortion?
Free counseling and referrals 

Call
(713) 779-2258

Texas Problem Pregnancy, Bryan, Tx.

||ttllll|||iWl|^ltlDitl

rnmmmmtmmmmmmmgmmmm

W- I

MSS

Mm*

Appearing

LIVE
Thursday

Night

Cover s l 0<)

*410 College Main

AT PILGER’S TIRE 
WE’LL PUT YOU ON MCHELIII

At least 
Van was 
;ht when 
’eral trail 
the Atk 
/an.
Two em] 
the city 

mt when 
broke a p 
)ther po\ 
il transf 
wer to b 
Both en 
ms as a : 
re treat 
«ph Ho: 

i Full po 
City 

rk throu 
Jce sure 
adle todi 
Because 
eady low
nts have
water.

THE 0UALITY RADIAL! Ei

r®

l&FOR AMERICAN CARS

SIZE PRICE F.E.T.
BR78-13 xww 82.75 2.08
CR78-14 xww 84.31 2.27
DR78-14 xww 85.98 2.29
ER78-14 xww 89.72 2.40
FR78-14 xww 91.59 2.54
GR78-14 xww 98.87 2.68
HR78-14 xww 104.58 2.93
GR70-15 xww 99.53 2.84
GR78-15 xww 99.53 2.86
JR78-15 xww 107.85 3.05

MICHELIN
FOR IMPORTED CARS

SIZE PRICE F.E.T.
145-10 39.86 1.02
155-12 50.58 1.36
155-13 53.36 1.44
165-13 59.89 1.59
175-13 66.58 1.87
165-14 62.39 1.69
175-14 68.56 1.90
185-14 73.94 2.26
155-15 59.81 1.57
165-15 66.22 1.73
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PROFESSIONAL 
CAR CARE SERVICE!

ELECTRONIC U
i O O

WHEEL per
wheel

BALANCE Most Car and Light
Truck Applications

WHEEL $HIfi95ALIGNMENT 1 S UP mr■ AMERICAN
CARS!
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OPEN 
Mon.-Fri. 

7:30 to 5:30 
Sat.
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TIRE &
AUTOMOTIVE
CENTER

400 University Drive East • 696-1729 e College Station
“We Appreciate Your Business”
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