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General aviation lacking

New airports needed
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Peachy keen Start' photo by Greg Gammon

jLisa Brown, Texas A&M Horiticulture Club president, dis
plays some of the Fredricksburg ‘Loring’ peaches on sale at 

ithe Plant Sciences Building. A bumper crop of peaches this

summer has left an ample supply on the market. The sale is a 
fund-raising project for the club. Each Vz-bushel box of 
peaches sells for $12.00 ... while they last.
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ship to serve as "floating 
leadquarters’ for Titanic search

General aviation airports 
throughout Texas are inadequate 
and 25 new urban airports are 
needed for the state to continue 
attracting industry, says a Texas 
Transporation Institute resear
cher.

Many existing general aviation 
airports have not been maintained 
or modernized and require sub
stantial investment to bring them 
up to acceptable standards, notes 
George B. Dresser, statistician at 
TTI.

General aviation airports serve 
privately owned aircraft and not 
commercial air carriers, including 
planes for agricultural aviation, 
charter flying and special pur
poses such as emergency medical 
service. Dresser said these air
ports provide for separation of 
large and small airplanes and pro
vide for efficient movement of air 
traffic.

New plants locating in smaller 
communities in the South have an 
increasing dependence on corpo
rate and business aviation, he 
said.

The backlog of general aviation 
airport grant applications for state 
and federal funds exceeds $50 mil

lion. Dresser said without sub
stantial changes in funding, this 
backlog will increase and condi
tions of general aviation airports 
in Texas will continue to decline.

Dresser said some existing air
ports must be reconstructed, and 
others need to be replaced be
cause the present site is no longer 
adequate. Many cannot handle 
the larger, faster aircraft used by 
industry executives.

He said Texas has relied on pri
vately owned airports, particulary 
in urban areas. But airports no

longer represent the highest 
priced use of land for a private 
owner, and except for a few oper
ated by aviation enthusiasts, 
urban airports are fast dis
appearing.

Land costs, public opposition 
and airspace considerations make 
it increasingly difficult to locate 
new general aviation airports in 
urban areas. Dresser said that 
smaller communities have neither 
the support nor the tax base to 
develop airports to meet the 
needs of the cities.
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The search by a Texas oilman 
the ill-fated liner Titanic has 

own the spotlight on one of the 
nation s busiest research ships — 
the 174-foot Gyre, operated by 
Texas A&M University.
| The Navy-owned Gyre will 
serve as the floating headquarters 
for the Titanic expedition, says the 
Texas A&M official in charge of 
the ship.
I Despite the glamour attached 
to the Titanic hunt, science will 
proceed as usual aboard the Gyre, 
said Capt. T.K. Treadwell, an 
oceanographer and manager of the 
University’s marine operations.

Although the research vessel is 
taking part in the Titanic venture, 
it does so as a part of a two-month 
long series of geological and 
oceanographic studies in the 

tlantic scheduled last year, 
readwell said.

Although many people see only 
the glamour involved in the hunt 
for the Titanic — which sank in 
1912 at a cost of more than 1,500 
lives — the project will have im
portant scientific merits, Tread
well said.

“The technology being tested in 
locating and photographing the 
Titanic could be used by the Navy 
in rescuing submarine crews or in 
recovering valuable or sensitive 
equipment from the ocean bed,” 
he said.

The Gyre carries a crew of 10 
and can accommodate up to 19 sci
entists and their equipment, he 
said.
( Simply running the research 

(vessel costs about $6,000 a day, 
^Treadwell said, but that figure 
didn’t worry Abilene oil mil
lionaire and Titanic hunter Jack 

he is in thef Grimm since the cost is below av
erage for such a research vessel.
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Demands on the Gyre for scien
tific studies and student training 
have been so great, Treadwell 
said, that voyages must often be 
scheduled a year ahead of time.

During recent times, the ship 
has averaged 280 days a year away 
from its home port of Galveston, 
putting into other harbors only for 
supplies, repairs or to pick up a 
new group of scientists.

In 1979 the Gyre set a new work 
record of 349 days away from 
home.

Equipment aboard the ship in
cludes such standard research in
struments as salinographs, ther
mographs, a computer, a magne
tometer, dredges, sample bottles 
and other instruments for study
ing the sea and ocean bottom, 
Treadwell said. Like seagoing sci
entists everywhere, those aboard 
the Gyre often lease any highly 
specialized equipment rather than

buying the piece, he said.
The Gyre had already been 

scheduled by researchers at 
Scripps Institution of Oceanogra
phy and the U.S. Geological Sur
vey to carry out two other scien
tific voyages in the Atlantic when 
the opportunity came up to add 
the Titanic project, he said.

“The three cruises are so closely 
related in nature (basic seafloor 
geology and water sampling) that 
the Gyre won’t return to port after 
the Titanic phase,” Treadwell 
said.

“Many of the scientists and 
much of their equipment will stay 
on board for all three experi
ments.”

No Texas A&M scientists will 
be aboard the Gyre during the 
summer Atlantic cruises, which 
Treadwell said it is not unusual.

Most of the major oceanog

raphic study centers routinely 
swap scientists and ships to make 
the most efficient use of limited 
research money, he said.

The Gyre left its summer base 
of operations at Woods Hole, 
Mass., in early June and won t re
turn until a geological study of the 
Georges Bank region is completed 
later this month, Treadwell said.

From there, the ship is sche
duled to sail to South Carolina, 
Brazil and along the equator be
fore returning to Galveston in late 
December.

Treadwell said one emphasis of 
the Texas A&M oceanographic 
program has been the hands-on 
training of students, making the 
University one of only a handful 
that can offer students such ex
perience before graduation.
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$2.00
Happy Hour — 2-7 p.m. 

with 2 for 1 mixed drinks

We’re open 7 days a week

Located in the Skaggs Center 
Next to Music Express
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We Gets What Ya 
Likes

In The WayOf Bikes!
Takara - Ross - Campagnolo 

Cinelli - Shimano 
and much more

Cycles,
Plus the Bes

Etc.
Best Repairs & 

Prices Around — Call Us!
403 University — 846-7580

Northgat* (Across from Post Offica)
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o
Prescriptions Filled 
Glasses Repaired

216 N. MAIN

BRYAN
Mon.-Fri.
Sat.

822-6105
8 a.m.-5 p.m. 
8 a.m.-1 p.m.

PILGER’S
TIRE & AUTOMOTIVE 
CENTER
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AGGIES!
Douglas 
Jewelry

10% AGGIE DISCOUNT
ON ALL MERCHANDISE 

WITH STUDENT ID
(Cash Only Please)

We reserve the right to limit 
use of this privilege.

Downtown Bryan (212 IN. Main) 
and

Culpepper Plaza

Royal Seal automatically and 
permanently seals 90% of 
tread punctures 3/16 " or less.

and say 
“good-bye” 
to most flat tires.
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SM«n
DO-NUT SHOP W

6 p.m. Mon.-Sat., 7-12 a.m. Sun.
Drive-Thru 7 a.m.-1 p.m. Sun.

Bmtest Hamel
In Do-Huts /
~rgsmF7—'1pjr-

OFFER GOOD 
EVENINGS THRU JULY

33IO S. College Avenue, Bryan 
Just South of Villa Maria
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(CAFTER 5” SPECIAL!
Any Medium Drink FREE 

with order for a char-broiled
SHIPLEY DELUXE

Double-meat, double-cheese burger served open faced 
b with lettuce, tomatoes, pickle and french fries. Our Spe- 
J. cialty!
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95 P205/70R-13
W/W

Plus 2.46 F.E.T.

Size PRICE F.E.T.

P205/70R-13 W/W 
P195/75R-14 W/W 
P205/75R-14 W/W 
P205/75R-15 W/W 
P215/75R-15 W/W 
P225/75R-15 W/W 
P235/75R-15 W/W

$ 79.95 
86.98 
91.92 
94.20 
98.16 

101.31 
109.23

$2.46
2.47 
2.63 
2.80 
2.89 
3.08
3.48

UNIROYAL
FEEL

STEEL BELTED RADIAL WHITEWALLS 
BUILT TOUGH AT A PRICE 
THAT’S TOUGH TO BEAT

SIZE PRICE F.E.T.
P185/80R-13 W/W $55.95 $1.91
P205/70R-13 W/W 61.62 2.13
P185/75R-14 W/W 60.88 2.04
P195/75R-14 W/W 65.20 2.26
P205/70R-14 W/W 66.43 2.25
P205/75R-14 W/W 67.94 2.37
P205/75R-15 W/W 63.95 2.50
P215/75R-15 W/W 73.24 2.64
P225/75R-15 W/W 77.52 2.85
P235/75R-15 W/W 82.72 3.06

P185/80R-13
W/W
Plus
$1.91
F.E.T.

Wheel Alignment
Adjust Caster 8c Camber • 
Adjust Toe • Check Steering 
• Final Road Test
Most American Cars. Any Addi- 
tional Parts or Services 
Needed, But Not Listed, Will 
Carry A Supplemental Charge.

OPEN 
Mon.-Fri. 

7:30 to 5:30 
Sat.

8:00 to 12 Noon

Fastrak
UNIROYAL Belted

THE DOUBLE FIBERGLASS 
BELTED ECONOMY TIRE

SIZE PRICE F.E.T.
A78-13 W/W 
B78-13 W/W 
E78-14 W/W 
F78-14 W/W 
G78-14 W/W 
G78-15 W/W 
H78-15 W/W 
178-15 W/W

$32.20
36.84
39.76
42.32
43.94
44.43
47.50
50.42

$1.69
1.80
2.14
2.28
2.44
2.50
2.84
3.13

A78-13
W/W

Plus $1.69 
F.E.T.

COMPUTER SPIN BALANCE

$coo per wheel
(or $18.00 
For All 4)

Most Car and Light Truck Applications. No Charge For Rotation 
If Desired.

PILGER’S TIRE &
AUTOMOTIVE
CENTER

400 University Drive East • 696-1729 • College Station
“We Appreciate Your Business”


