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OPEC investors may buy 
out small U. S. refineries

ivpn , United Press International
DALLAS — Analysts fear 
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»I DPEC countries.
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sources Inc.’s refinery in Hon
olulu.

The deregulation has hurt 
the small independent refiners 
because they no longer are pro
tected by federal laws that re
quired the major oil companies 
to supply them with crude at 
the majors’ average cost. The 
small refiners are also ham
pered by costs of production 
which have been rising faster 
than the price of finished pro
ducts.

A lobbyist for the OPEC in
vestors was quoted by the 
Times Herald as saying the 
trend was encouraging because 
the alternative might be accel
erated construction of foreign- 
based refineries and more im
ports of gasoline.

The lobbyist also foresaw a 
time when laws might be 

- changed to permit import of 
crude into the U.S. for refining 
and re-export.

However, Texas refiners are 
not happy with the acquisitions 
because they fear the OPEC in
vestors will have favored access 
to crude oil.

The Texas deals would in
volve the sale of American Pet- 
rofina’s Port Arthur refinery to 
Venezuelan investors and the 
acquisition by a Kuwaiti bank of 
Uni Refining Co. in Ingleside, 
near Corpus Christi.

The combined production of 
the three refineries total only 
about 200,000 barrels per day of 
capacity or about 1 percent of 
the nation’s total capacity.

Court rules gag is ‘injurious

onvict claims he was framed 
by officials in drug ring scheme

United Press International
WASHINGTON — The Sup

reme Court, settling an important 
free speech controversy, unani
mously ruled Monday that courts 
generally may not restrict com
munication among people in
volved in a class-action discrimi
nation suit.

The decision was a defeat for 
Gulf Oil Co., which had chal
lenged a federal appeals court rul
ing that ordered a retrial in a suit 
filed against Gulf by black em
ployees of the firm’s Port Arthur, 
Texas, refinery.

Today’s high court action clears 
the way for retrial of the suit.

Justice Lewis Powell wrote for 
the court that a lower court ruling 
barring communication among 
the participants in the suit may 
have been “particularly injurious’’ 
to persons involved.

It “interfered with their efforts 
to inform potential class members 
of the existence of the lawsuit, and 
may have been particularly inju
rious — not only to respondents 
but to the class as a whole — be
cause the employees at the time 
were being pressed to decide

whether to accept a backpay offer 
from Gulf that required them to 
sign a full release of all liability for 
discriminatory acts,’’ he wrote.

The court rejected Gulfs argu
ments that the possibility of 
abuses in class action litigation was 
a justification for the order.

“The mere possibility of abuses 
does not justify the routine adop
tion of a communications ban that 
interferes with the formation of a 
class or the jjrosecution of a class 

. action,’’ Powell wrote.
Gulf agreed in 1976 to provide 

back pay and conciliation for 
alleged discriminatory practices 
against 614 present and former 
black workers at the Port Arthur 
refinery, None of the blacks were 
direct parties to the agreement 
between Gulf and the Equal Em
ployment Opportunities Commis
sion.

Six pi-esent or retired black 
workers eventually filed a class- 
action suit accusing the company 
of discrimination in hiring, job 
assignments, pay scales, disci
pline and promotion and training 
practices.

U.S. District Judge William

Steger, who handled the original 
case, claimed there was the poten
tial for “abuse” of the class-action 
process by expansion of the num
ber of persons covered.

So he issued a gag order severe
ly restricting contact between the 
six black workers ' and their 
lawyers and “potential” members 
of the suit. The judge took the 
action after Gulf claimed it re
ceived reports that a worker’s 
attorney attended a meeting of 
potential class-action members, 
advising them not to sign releases 
sent to them after the EEOC con
ciliation.

Steger later dismissed the

workers’ claim of civil rights viola
tions on grounds the time for filing 
suit had lapsed.

But the 5th U.S. Circuit Court 
of Appeals reversed the judge, de
claring, “The (gag) order repre
sents a significant restriction on 
First Amendment rights. The im
pact of the order was direct and 
immediate. It silenced the black 
employees and their attorneys. ”

Gulf ^sked the Supreme Court 
to throw out the suit, charging the 
nine-year delay between the filing 
of the original complaint and the 
federal court suit was filed ham
pered Gulfs ability to defend it
self.

Mr^ftStirTSvii/svirrtSY

t
vould be. 
the 5th Ui 

tppeals revt 
.n was legisl 
eclearance, 
reapportii 

by a local 
ot lose its 
ther that 
‘rely becaust 
f litigation 
leral form

rmeCourtf 
officials saill 

:ion them

United Press International
TEXARKANA — Convicted in- 

jrnational heroin smuggler Joe 
lee Hicks — serving a life sent- 
hce without parole — went on 
fial Monday on charges officials 
aid was a brazen scheme to orga- 
ize a cocaine ring from behind 
ideral prison bars.

Hicks, 45, and one of only five 
ers in the federal prison system, 
intends he was double-crossed 

y Drug Enforcement Adminis- 
jation agents who put him up to 
(fie scheme as an informant, then 
busted him on evidence gained 

pm tapping the calls he made 
jom inside Texarkana Federal 
lorrections Institution.

Hicks is serving time for a 1976 
pnvietion for continuing criminal 
tivity arising from a $2.1 million 

and cocaine smuggling 
aeration, described by proseeu- 
irs as the hitreest such case ever

“I’ve got life without parole,” 
id Hicks. “What more can they
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Prosecutors allege Hicks used 

prison telephones to organize a 
deal with four people to bring a 
kilo of cocaine from Colombia to 
Dallas, then to the West Coast.

DEA agents said they were tip
ped off to the deal early by an 
informant inside the prison.

Pretrial testimony from DEA 
agent Walter Fisher alleged Hicks 
arranged a convoluted plot in 
which Irving, Texas, housewife 
Dortha Langley would deliver 
$30,000 to Linda Russman, wife of 
Texarkana inmate Erick Russman, 
who the DEA Says informed on 
Hicks.

Mrs. Russman, in turn, was to 
use the money to buy cocaine 
picked up in Colombia by Dallas 
gambler Cosmo Bowers and car
ried into the U.S. by British 
citizen David Leon.

Mrs. Langley was arrested in 
Miami airport carrying $28,424, 
after which she cooperated with

DEA. Mrs. Russman also cooper
ated, according to the DEA. Bow
ers was indicted and pleaded 
guilty; Leon was indicted with 
Hicks, but will be tried sepa
rately.

Hicks said he was framed, and 
points to his earlier cooperation 
with the DEA in convicting a ma
jor drug financier, for which U.S. 
attorney Kenneth Mighell last 
year recommended Hicks’ sent
ence be reduced from life without 
parole to 15 years’ hard time.

“Why would I do anything to 
screw up that deal?” said Hicks. 
“And why would I use a woman 
like Dortha Langley, who knew 
noting about dope, and why would 
I work with a known informant 
like Erick Russman? I just doesn’t 
make sense, does it?”

The trial is scheduled before 
U.S. District Judge Sara T. 
Hughes, in whose court Hicks was 
convicted in the 1976 scheme.
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You Can Play 
Guitar!!

USE "EZ"
BOOKS
AND
ALVAREZ.

(from 9800)

Come by for Demo Today
Some models sale priced.
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EARN OVER $800A MONTH.
AND OPEN THE DOOR TO ATOP 

ENGINEERING FUTURE.

How many corporations would be willing to pay you over $800 a month 
during your junior and senior years just so you’d join the company 
after graduation? Under a special Navy program we’re doing just that. 
It’s called the Nuclear Propulsion Officer Candidate-College Program. 
And under it, you’ll not only get great pay during your junior and 
senior years, but after graduation you'll receive a year of valuable 
graduate-level training that is not available from any other employer.

If you are a junior or senior majoring in math, engineering or 
physical sciences, find out more today. And let your career pay off 
while still in college.

For more information, call the Naval Management Programs Office
Naval Management Programs Office 

1716 South Texas Ave.
Bryan, Texas 77801 

(713) 822-5221

Now Better Than Ever. You Will Be Pleased With 
These Carefully Prepared and Taste Tempting Foods. 
Each Daily Special Only $2.13 Plus Tax. 

“Open Daily”
Dining: 11 A.M to 1:30 P.M. — 4:00 P.M. to 7:00 P.M.

feitfj

MONDAY EVENING 
SPECIAL

Salisbury Steak 
with

Mushroom Gravy 
Whipped Potatoes 

Youi Choice ol 
One Vegetable 

Roll or Corn Bread and Butter 
Coffee or Tea

TUESDAY EVENING 
SPECIAL

Mexican Fiesta 
Dinner

Two Cheese and 
Onion Enchiladas 

w chili
Mexican Rice 

Patio Style Pinto Beans 
Tostadas 

Coffee or Tea 
One Corn Bread and Butter

WEDNESDAY 
EVENING SPECIAL

Chicken Fried Steak 
w cream Gravy 

Whipped Potatoes and 
Choice of one other 

Vegetable
Roll or Corn Bread and Butter 

Coffee or Tea

THURSDAY EVENING SPECIAL
Italian Candle Light Spaghetti Dinner 

SERVED WITH SPICED MEAT BALLS AND SAUCE 
Parmesan Cheese - Tossed Green Salad 

Choice of Salad Dressing - Hot Garlic Bread 
Tea or Coffee

FOR YOUR PROTECTION OUR PERSONNEL HAVE HEALTH CARDS.

FRIDAY EVENING 
SPECIAL

BREADED FISH 
FILET w TARTAR 

SAUCE 
Cole Slaw 

Hush Puppies 
Choice of one 

vegetable ■
Roll or Corn Bread & Butter 

Tea or Coffee

SATURDAY 
NOON and EVENING 

SPECIAL

Yankee Pot Roast 
(Texas Salad) 

Mashed 
Potato w 

gravy
Roll or Corn Bread & Butter 

Tea or Coffee

l“Quality First”i

SUNDAY SPECIAL 
NOON and EVENING

ROASTTURKEY DINNER 
Served with 

Cranberry Sauce 
Cornbread Dressing 

Roll or Corn Bread - Butter - 
CoffeorTea 
Giblet Gravy .

And your choice of any 
One vegetable

Give us 
Ihour.
Well give you 
the way to higher 
grades and more 
free lime.

Would you like to:
□ Raise your grade average without long hours 

over texts.
G End all-night cramming sessions.
G Breeze through all your studying in as little as 

1 3 the time.
G Have more free time to enjoy yourself 
G Read 3 to 10 times faster, with better con

centration, understanding, and recall.

Evelyn Wood works — over 1 million people, 
including students, executives, senators, and even 
presidents have proven it A free 1 hour demon
stration will show you how to save hundreds of 
hours of drudgery this year <as well as how to 
increase your speed immediately with some simple 
new reading techniques'.

It only takes an hour, and it’s free. Don’t miss it

SCHEDULE OF FREE SPEED READING -LESSONS 
You'll increase your reading speed 

up to 100% on the spot!

□

Aggieland Inn
1502 Texas

Across from Culpepper Plaza
7:30 p.m. Tuesday

EVELYN WOOD READING DYNAMICS
11»7* EVELYN WOOD READING DYNAMICS A URS COMPANY


