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coastline is vulnerable hurricane target
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United Press International
he Gulf of Mexico provides an 

|al caldron for brewing a hurri- 
e: warm water, shallow depths 
east-to-west winds. The Texas 

st, crowded by Sunbelt growth 
so low in elevation that some 

as are below sea level, makes 
Jespecially vulnerable target. 
Idurricane Allen, ballyhooed as 

he storm of the century, may 
complicated Texas’ hurri- 
protection problems by 

rthering complacency among 
Istal residents. Allen bashed 
Jough the Caribbean last Au- 

it, killing more than 270 peo- 
, but its impact on

i woi

l exans was

diluted. The storm had weakened 
and much of its damage was in 
unpopulated areas and the loss of 
life (five were killed) was minimal 
by hurricane standards.

“There are people who have 
read these accounts about how 
Allen was not so much and fizzled 
out and the next time they 11 stay 
put,’’ said Bob Sheets, forecaster 
at the National Hurricane Center. 
“But they were just lucky it hit an 
unpopulated area. It made over 
100 cuts in Padre Island. In Cor
pus Christi people certainly are 
underprepared for a hurricane but 
if the same people were to go out 
and see what happened on Padre

Island, they might see what kind 
offeree there was even for an aver- 
age-to-strong storm.”

The six-month hurricane season 
opened last Sunday (although it 
was preceded by an “off-season 
tropical storm) and it no doubt will 
be an expensive one. Forecasters 
say coastal areas are so developed 
that the next major hurricane will 
do at least $1 billion in damage.

“Each year we have a hurricane 
press conference and people think 
we re crying wolf,’’ Sheets said. 
“But you have to be prepared.

In the last month federal agen
cies, Civil Defense; leaders and 
municipal and county govern

ments have been organizing their 
hurricane plans —- plotting eva
cuations and working with the 
media.

“We’re trying to improve our 
information gathering process and 
getting the information out to the 
people,” said Phil Lohec, Galves
ton’s Civil Defense director. “We 
had a seminar and had a TV repor
ter from Houston, talking about 
the media s needs. They re in the 
news gathering business and 
we re in the news dissemination 
business.

Willis Clark of Texas A&M s Sea 
Grant College Program said seven 
county extension marine agents of

the Sea Grant Marine Advisory 
Service also will soon begin con
ducting regular hurricane aware
ness workshops along the coast 
through Oct. 31, The sessions deal 
with past storms, safe and unsafe 
structures, evacuations and atti
tudes toward evacuation.

With an .average elevation of 20 
feet above sea level, Galveston 
presents a special problem. Un
like Corpus Christi, it has no bar
rier island to absorb the initial 
blow and there is only one way out 
of Galveston — Interstate 45, 
which can be flooded by as little as 
4 feet of water.

In a Sea Grant brochure, re

searchers Carlton Ruch and Larry 
Christensen say only a quarter of 
those interviewed on Galveston 
Island, where 6,000 people were 
killed in the 1900 hurricane, knew 
of the small tidal rise needed to 
block escape.

Almost a third of Galveston resi
dents polled said they believed 
the entire island could be emptied 
in six hours or less when a mini
mum of 12 hours seems more 
realistic, the researchers said.

Hurricanes’ chain reaction of 
violent weather can be far- 
reaching. Heavy rains triggered 
by Hurricane Carla in 1961

flooded parts of North Dakota 
more than 1,200 miles away, said 
Texas A&M meteorologist Walter 
Henry, coauthor of “Hurricanes 
on the Texas Coast,” a Sea^Grant 
publication outlining the history, 
effects and responses to hurri
canes.

Henry said Texans suffering 
from severe flooding in the Hill 
Country three years ago learned 
about far-reaching weather from 
Tropical Storm Amelia the hard 
way, and that some Atlantic Coast 
hurricanes had even proThpted 
heavy rains and flooding in Pitt
sburgh. , I
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SAFEWAY
STARTS TODAY! 
ALL NEW GAME!

ALL NEW 
CARDS & DISCS!

WIN UP TO $1000!
☆ PLAY SUPER CASH ☆

SERIES 117

AT YOUR SAFEWAY!
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IN CASH
PRIZES!

nvH, AVAILABLE TO BE 
HHr WON BY PLAYING

OVER 223,000 POSSIBLE WINNERS!
THOUSANDS 
OF INSTANT 
WINNERS!WAYS 

TO WIN
CASH!
Play 4 Games at the Same Time! Get 4 Bingo Discs on Each 
Store Visit! No Purchase Required ... Must be 18 Years of 
Age or Older to Play! Win $5.00, $10.00, $100.00, $1,000.00!

Shopping with us really pays off — and now it could really 
pay off BIG! SUPER CASH BINGO is fun, exciting — and 
there are hundreds of thousands of cash prizes just waiting 
to be awarded. So, get your free SUPER CASH BINGO cards 
and SUPER CASH BINGO discs today when you shop. Easy to 
play — just match the number on your Bingo disc to the 
number on your die-cut card and slip it into the correct posi
tion. And when you fill an entire row hortizontally, vertically 
or diagonally — YOU WIN!

Get your free SUPER CASH BINGO discs at the checkout 
lane each time you come into the store. The more discs you 
get, the better your chances to win!

SUPER CASH BINGO—ODDS CHART
Odds stated are good tot thirty days after promotion begins 
Odds will be revised weekly thereafter to indicate prizes 
still available and will be posted in all 91 Safeway Stores 
in Southeastern Texas

• SUPER CASH BINGO ODDS CHART—CASH PRIZES! 
ODDS EFFECTIVE JUNE 1. 1 981

GAMES
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S I CO 
$10 
S5 
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NUMBER
OF

PRIZES
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/ 500
1 5.000 

200 boo
223,100

VISIT

240.000 to 1 
48.000 to 1 

3 200 to 1 
i 600 to i 

1 20 lo 1 
108 to 1

JOIN IN THE FUN! YOU COULD BE A BIG WINNER!
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