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Local
Publisher says books 
will fall to computers

BY MICHELE ROWLAND
Battalion Reporter

Word processors, computer 
printouts, optical character read
ers and image scanners, all driven 
by electronic impulses, will even
tually replace the scholarly pub
lishing industry, a book publisher 
says.

Frederick A. Praeger, founder 
of the Westview Press, told an au
dience of around 100 Wednesday 
afternoon in the Sterling C. Evans 
Library that while the impact of 
technological advance is wonder
ful, scientific publishers find the 
situation somewhat depressing.

With the advent of information 
storage units electronically con
nected to a machine which will 
spit out print at the push of a but
ton, Praeger said the “the scien
tific publishing institution will 
simply disappear.”

Libraries will become utility 
centers, with keyboards connect
ing to data banks, Praeger said.

A researcher will be able to scan 
information on a screen and 
choose what parts he wants 
printed at the press of a button.

Libraries will no longer house 
mostly print and some microfiche, 
but will change to accomodate 80 
percent electronic devices, 15

percent printouts, and only 5 per
cent books.

“The entire world will have ac
cess to knowledge,” Praeger said.

By individually owning a cou
pling device and a printout 
machine, a person could call and 
connect with an information bank 
and have the world’s knowledge at 
his or her disposal, Praeger said.

In this turmoil and computer
ization, the scholarly publisher 
will be left behind, Praeger said.

People won’t need all the un
necessary copies of papers which 
take up shelf space, he said.

With the new technology, one 
copy or access to copy will suffice, 
he said.

The demand for 600 copies of a 
book now will dwindle to 50 
copies, each stored in easily acces
sible information banks scattered 
throughout the nation, he said.

Praeger said that he used to be 
an innovator, but now felt like an 
ancient gladiator marching past 
Caesar saying “Those who must 
die, salute you.”

Combatting copy machines, the 
scholarly publishing industry 
already faces an economic crunch, 
but with the technological adv
ances of tomorrow, Praeger said, 
the industry has too many ene-

Rules and regulations 
changes to be considered
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Founder of the Westview Press, Frederick A. Praeger, told 
listeners in the Sterling C. Evans Library Wednesday after
noon that while computer technology is wonderful, he feels like 
an ancient gladiator marching past Caesar saying “Those who 
must die, salute you.”

By JANE G. BRUST
Battalion Staff

The Texas A&M University 
Academic Council will consider 
proposed changes in the Universi
ty Rules and Regulations at its 
meeting Friday at 1:30 p.m. in 601 
Rudder.

Council members will also 
approve candidates for graduate 
and undergraduate degrees and 
candidates for the Doctor of Medi
cine degrees to be awarded in 
May.

One part of the proposal would 
create a new Appendix that de
scribes penalties for tampering 
with campus fire alarm systems. 
The Class A misdemeanor is pun
ishable by:

— a fine not to exceed $2,000,
— confinement in jail for a term 

not to exceed one year,
— or both the fine and impris

onment.
The student offender would also 

be subject to appropriate Univer
sity administrative sanctions.

Another proposed change in the 
rules and regulations deals with 
section 18(l)(a) concerning autho

rized absences from class. The 
reason reading “participation in an 
authorized University activity” 
would be changed to read “partici
pation in an activity appearing on 
the University Authorized Activ
ity List.”

Another proposal would add a 
new item to section 20 regarding 
the “X” notation on grade reports.

The “X” notation is assigned to a 
course by the registrar at the end 
of a semester or summer term 
when a grade is not submitted by 
the instructor.

The instructor would have 30 
days from the beginning of the 
semester to report a change of 
grade to the registrar. If a change 
of grade report was not received,
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DANCE DANCE DANCE 
Thurs. April 30 8:00 p.m.

FREE ADMISSION
Rudder XHeater

Senior Ring Dance, 
Banauet and Bash ’81

1 and 2
Bash

Lakeview Club w/ 
Dennis Ivey 
May 1, 8-12

Y Banquet
Duncan Dining Hall 

May 2, 6:30 p.m.

Ring Dance w/ 
Ed Gerlach & 
Doppelganger 

MSC & Rudder 
Exhibit Hall 
May 2, 9-1

Entire Weekend 
Bash/Ring Dance 
Ring Dance 
Bash

s30/couple
?20/couple
515/couple

$5/couple

Tickets and informationrMSC Box Office, 1st floor
Rudder Tower 845-2916
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WHILE YOU’RE THINKING ABOUT THE COST OF *
COOLING YOUR APARTMENT THIS SUMMER, 

THINK ABOUT US!
WE PAY YOUR UTILITIES! YOU CAN RENT AN 
APARTMENT FOR AS LOW AS $200 A MONTH THIS [ 
SUMMER WITH ALL OF YOUR UTILITIES PAID.

0n«

ADD ALL OF THIS TO OUR LOCATION TO TEXAS •
A&M, AND SEE HOW YOU CAN SAVE!

^ 1 0 * ON

Cl
Septembers, 1981

"ALL UTILITIES INCLUDED"

SPECIAL SUMMER RATES

FURNISHED & UNFURNISHED EFFICIENCY, 1,2,&3[ 
BEDROOM APTS.

NO ESCALATION CLAUSE OR FUEL ADJUSTMENT [

SP1
^ Bedroo i 
^ Bedroo i 
2 Bedroo 
4'Plex at

is nouu taking booth applica
tions in Room 21 6 of the MSC A 
$5 deposit is required. For more 
information, coll the Student! 
Programs Office at 845-1 51 5.

CHARGE
PARTY/MEETING ROOM 
BASKETBALUVOLLEYBALL COURT 
24 HOUR EMERGENCY MAINTENANCE 
TWO SWIMMING POOLS 
TENNIS COURTS
HEALTH SPAS, INCLUDING SAUNAS FOR MEN & 

WOMEN
THREE LAUNDRY ROOMS

a

Rental office open Monday thru Friday 9-5 
Saturday 10-5, Sunday 2-5

693-1110 1501 HwV- 30

1 Bedroo 
^ Bedroo
2 Bedroo- 
4'Plex at

693-1011
summer rates summer rates summer rates summer rates


