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Battalion Reporter
If you’re an adult, there’s a 5 

a ory~i lercent chance your vision is far 
rom perfect, says the National 

Society for the Prevention of 
Blindness.
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mply how well a person sees. 
Recording to their estimate, five

percent of adults have a visual 
acuity of 20/50 or worse.

This scale of measurement does 
not indicate the vision a person 
has in each eye, as is commonly 
believed. Instead, if a person has a 
visual acuity of 20/50, this basical
ly means that he can see clearly 
from 20 feet what a person with 
normal visual acuity can see clear
ly from 50 feet.

The main four problems caus
ing poor visual acuity are: myopia, 
hyperopia, astigmatism and pre
sbyopia, says Dr. James Smelley, 
a Houston opthamologist. All 
these are problems caused by faul
ty refraction, the process of light 
forming an image on the retina. 
Smelley explained these prob
lems.

Myopia, or near-sightedness, 
occurs when light is refracted at a 
point inside the retina. In this 
situation, the eye is too long, so

the focal point occurs in front of 
the retina. If a person has normal 
vision, refraction will occur at the 
retina. Myopia is corrected with 
concave lenses, which bring the 
point of refraction backwards to 
the retina.

Hyperopia, or far-sightedness, 
occurs when light is refracted at a 
point behind the eye, as opposed 
to in front of it (which happens 
with myopia) or at the retina itself 
(which happens with normal vi
sion). In the case of hyperopia, the 
eye is “too short, so the focus goes 
behind the retina.” Hyperopia is 
corrected with convex lenses, 
which move the point of refraction 
forward to the retina.

Astigmatism occurs when there 
is distortion because the curvature 
of the eyeball is not consistent. 
Astigmatism of the eye may be 
basically myopic or hyperopic, de
pending on whether most of the

distorted refraction occurs in front 
of or behind the retina.

Presbyopia, a form of hyper
opia, occurs in virtually everyone

Public awareness of 
visual acuity has tradi
tionally been low, with 
public school testing 
and drivers' license 
testing being the only 
two widespread prog
rams of visual testing.

to some degree once they reach 
middle age. Presbyopia occurs 
when “lens elasticity is lost and 
the eye is fixed on a constant 
point.” This causes impairment of 
people’s ability to see objects close
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DAVIS, Calif. — While many

> think aim iducators are working to get 
1 you.” ehools back to the fundamentals, 
is secrets 18 youngsters are in the ultimate 
ministratil )ack-to-basics experiment — a 

me-room schoolhouse.
They are the first-, second-and 

to Atlant hird-graders of Fairfield School, a 
ecturingai ed cinder block building in the 
ing engaj omato fields and pastures five 

dies west of Davis.
Davis is a future-minded city 

mown for its progressive Univer
ity of California campus. It seems 
n unlikely spot for a country 

"t/lTi l chool house — except that Fair- 
" p ield School is more than a throw- 

ack to the past.
Its pupils could have attended 

lasses elsewhere, but parents 
hose the country school because 
key believe small is better.
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Parents have been performing 
daily and weekend chores ever 
since. During the week, they also 
volunteer as aides, crossing 
guards and playground super
visors, and serve hot lunches that 
are bused from an elementary 
school a few miles away.

Some families raise crops, 
horses or cattle. Others work in 
Davis or Sacramento but like liv
ing on a few acres of their own in 
the country. A few parents are 
migrant farmworkers and their 
children are still learning to speak 
Enghsh.

Pierre Mauer, 7, says he prefers 
his one-room school to more mod
ern buildings with all their librar
ies, audio-visual laboratories, lun
chrooms and lots of classrooms.

“It’s pretty nice here,” Pierre 
says. “There’s not so much noise, 
and cars aren’t zooming by all the 
time. You know all the kids be
cause it’s not so crowded.”

In Fairfield’s multigraded clas
sroom, children work at their own 
pace, are highly motivated and 
learn better, teachers and parents 
say.

The youngsters are too young to 
do heavy yard work, but they’re 
good at picking up papers.

“They try to keep it neat around 
here,” says Shirley Huddleson, a 
veteran teacher who attended a 
one-room school herself as a 
youngster.

“They know their parents are 
working around here and they 
don’t mess things up like some 
kids do who don’t feel any respon
sibility. They know their parents 
are going to get after them — it’s a 
real family effort and there’s a dif
ference in attitude.”

Eileen O’Farrell, a volunteer 
who hopes to send a daughter to

CROWN CENTRAL PETROLEUM COR
PORATION, Producer, Refiner and 
Marketer of crude oil and products for 
over half a century is conducting:

INTERVIEWS 
ON CAMPUS

Tuesday, April 7.1981 
CHEMICAL ENGINEERS 

PETROLEUM ENGINEERS 
GEOLOGISTS

We, at Crown, depend on our people to 
give their best. That's why we provide 
them with competitive salaries, excellent 
advancement opportunities and great 
working conditions in the Sunbelt.
For your On Campus Interview contact 
your Campus Placement Office NOW! If 
you are unable to make an interview, call 
or send your resume today to:

Professional Recruiting 
Crown Central Petroleum Corporation 

4747 Bellaire Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bellcdre. Texas 77401 

(713) 664-4133

Crown Central Petroleum Corporation
An Equal Opportunity Employer M F

Fairfield next year, adds: “The 
secret to a child’s success is having 
parents that care. And here, the 
parents are not only invited to care 
but told it’s their turn.”

Would the Davis experiment 
work in the big city?

O’Farrell thinks it would if pa-
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D. R. CAIN PROPERTIES
“YOU HAVE A CHOICE”

PRELEASING FOR SUMMER AND FALL SEMESTERS

YELLOWHOUSE APARTMENTS AND 4-PLEXES
Comer of Southwest Parkway and Welsh 

College Station
One and Two Bedrooms — Furnished and Unfurnished 
Two Bedrooms Have Washer and Dryer Connections 

4-plexes Have Fenced Back Yards 
Laundry Room Facilities

L0NGMIRE HOUSE APARTMENTS
2300 Longmire Drive — Off FM 2818 

in Southwood Valley 
College Station

One and Two Bedrooms — Furnished and Unfurnished 
Pool — Laundry Room Facilities

ON SHUTTLE BUS FOR SUMMER AND FALL

SPECIAL 12 MONTH RATE BEGINNING IN JUNE
1 Bedroom Unf., $207.50 Furn., $238.75
2 Bedroom Unf., $262.50 Furn., $302.50
2 Bedroom Unf., $287.50 Furn., $327.50
4-plex at Yellowhouse

FALL RATES FOR NINE MONTHS
1 Bedroom Unf., $235.00 Furn., $270.00
2 Bedroom Unf., $290.00 Furn., $335.00
2 Bedroom Unf., $315.00 Furn., $360.00
4-plex at Yellowhouse

D.R. Cain Company
3002 South Texas Avenue 

College Station
Call 693-8850 weekdays 8:00 to 5:00 

Call 693-8345 on Saturday

to their eyes. This is the most com
mon problem causing poor visual 
acuity.

Public awareness of visual acui
ty has traditionally been low, with 
public school testing and drivers’ 
license testing being the only two 
widespread programs of visual 
testing.

College Station Independent 
School District, for instance, tries 
to test every child in the school 
district every year, said school 
nurse Diane Chester, but usually 
only tests about 90 percent of the 
students. Because of absenteeism, 
some children slip by without 
being tested.

Chester said students are tested 
basically for near-sightedness 
(myopia) but are tested for far
sightedness (hyperopia) if a prob
lem is suspected. Astigmatism can 
be detected while performing a 
test for myopia, she said, because 
astigmatism is indicated when stu
dents mistake letters in the test for 
other letters; for instance, chil
dren with astigmatism might con
fuse a C with an O or G.

If the visual acuity test shows a

problem, the student is retested. 
If frie test result remains the same 
0& the second testing, the child’s 

tS are told he needs a profes- 
fcye examination, 
ter said in a grade level of 

Kimately 240 children, she 
wifi iiSually “pull 30 that need to 
be retested and of those I usually 
refer between 10 and 12.”

ran Independent School Dis- 
las a similar testing program. 
Nter, high school nurse Mar- 
Gannon said high school stu- 

not routinely checked 
al acuity because most 

items are caught before a stu- 
n|reaches the high school level. 

However, new students who re
gister at Bryan for the first time 

either take a school eye test 
ish proof that they have had 
ssional eye examination,

trictl

|ugh this type of visual test- 
children is frequent, adults 
' given mandatory eye tests 

wh^m fhey renew their drivers’ 
licenses. Besides being infre- 
epient, this type of testing may not 
be. copiprehensive.

However, there has been re
cent publicity of an idea fostered 
by an opthamology professor at 
Stanford Medical School. Dr. Mil- 
ton Flocks has devised a plan for 
self eye exams via television that 
he says could detect 90 percent of 
eye defects.

Flocks has been working with a 
$30,000 grant from the National 
Society for the Prevention of 
Blindness, and is in the final stages 
of testing his plan.

If implemented. Flocks’ plan 
would include television eye tests 
with instructions for viewers. Af
ter each test, an explanation of the 
results would be given.

Because loss of visual acuity can 
be gradual, people may be una
ware of the existence of their 
visual problems and might be mis
sing out on being able to see well, 
said Smelley.

“If you even think you might 
have an acuity problem,” Smelley 
said, “go ahead and have it check
ed. You never know what you 
might be missing out on seeing. ”

rents became involved, although 
she recalls that New Yorkers who 
filmed Fairfield School for nation
al television joked about a one- 
room school on every block. They 
also complained about the flies 
that stray in from nearby cow 
bams.
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\ In Do-Huts
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(Offer good through April 30)

DO-NUT SHOP
8 a.m.-6 p.m. Mon.-Sat. • Drive-Thru 7a.m.-1 p.m. Sun.

APRIL LUNCH SPECIAL
any Medium Drink Free with order of

CHARBR0ILED SHIPLEY DELUXE
(Double-Meat, Double-Cheese, served with 

lettuce, tomato, pickle and French Fries)

“OUR SPECIALITY”

3310 S. College Avenue, Bryan 
Just South of Villa Maria

CHILDREN'S
EASTER PARTY

DATE: April 7 
TIME: 7-9 poi
PLACE: Rim- 231 MSC

r, ■ V
REFRESHMENTS 
EASTER EGG HUNT 
GAMES
ARTS & CRAFTS 
RINATA

PLENTY 
OF 

FUN!
Sponsored by MSC HI ^AUTY

MSC

^vNow Better Than Ever. You Will Be Pleased With 
jl&se Carefully Prepared and Taste Tempting Foods. 

Daily Special Only $2.13 Plus Tax. 
“Open Daily”

pplnfl:11 A M. to 1:30 P.M. —4:00 P.M. to 7:00 P.M.

MONDAY EVENING 
SPECIAL

Salisbury Steak 
with

Mushroom Gravy
Whipped Potatoes

Your Choice of
One Vegetable

Roll or Corn Bread and Butter 
Coffee or Tea

TUESDAY EVENING 
SPECIAL

»!^ Mexican Fiesta
Dinner

n.-Vicf' 1 Two Cheese and 
'Onion Enchiladas 

w chili
^ Mexican Rice
"'Patio Style Pinto Beans 

Tostadas
,^ > Coffee or Tea 

■Opie Corn Bread and Butter

WEDNESDAY 
EVENING SPECIAL

Chicken Fried Steak 
w cream Gravy

Whipped Potatoes and 
Choice of one other 

Vegetable
Roll or Corn Bread and Butter 

Coffee or Tea

|M1 *

__ ^ THURSBAY EVENING SPECIAL
*V\ *

Italian Candle Light Spaghetti Dinner
\«v L» Jyr] SERVED WfT-^ SPICED MEAT BALLS AND SAUCE (TIfc}

Parm^SraaCheese-Tossed Green Salad
Choice of Salad Dressing - Hot Garlic Bread 

, Tea or Coffee
FOR YOUR PROTECtfQN OUR PERSONNEL HAVE HEALTH CARDS.

FRIDAY EVENING 
SPECIAL

BREADED FISH 
FILET w TARTAR 

SAUCE 
Cole Slaw 

Hush Puppies 
Choice of one 

vegetable
Roll or Corn Bread & Butter 

Tea or Coffee

# SATURDAY 
NOON and EVENING 

SPECIAL

- Yankee Pot Roast 
life (Texas Salad) 

Mashed 
' f Potato w

gravy
Roll or Corn Bread & Butter 

Tea or Coffee

f‘Quality First”|

SUNDAY SPECIAL 
NOON and EVENING

ROASTTURKEY DINNER 
Served with 

Cranberry Sauce 
Cornbread Dressing 

Roll or Corn Bread - Butter - 
CotfeorTea 
Giblet Gravy 

And your choice of any 
One vegetable


